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Please review the Program Planning Guide and your student’s course selections carefully.  Consider carefully the subject and level.   While parents have the right to change the level selected, please know that it is very difficult to make changes in a student’s courses once they have been scheduled.  
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James N. Earle
Principal

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Guardians:

We welcome you to Montclair High School and our rich tradition of educational excellence dating back to the late 1800s.  Our graduates are very attractive to the most prestigious colleges in this country because of their solid preparation for challenge and their wide-ranging academic, social, civic and athletic pursuits.

At MHS, our great strength is our diversity; diversity of people, diversity of talents and a diversity of academic and extracurricular offerings broad enough to challenge and stimulate each student.  This booklet is a catalogue of the many opportunities awaiting your child.  Please read it carefully, exploring all the options, so that you and we can make choices that will foster your child’s uniqueness and abilities.

Montclair High School literally has something for everyone.  We offer a wide range of learning environments, so please think carefully about how your child learns best.  I urge you to focus special attention on our Small Learning Communities, developed with the support of two grants from the U.S. Department of Education.  They include the Civics and Government Institute, the Center for Social Justice, Medical Biology, and the Ninth Grade Academy.  Students spend blocks of their day in these communities, pursuing interdisciplinary studies, some for multiple years.  Through this innovative format, students engage in community service projects, do rigorous research and receive tutorial support from their teachers.

Whatever a student’s passion, we have courses to nourish it.  Those strong in math and science can study computers, engineering and robotics in Project Lead the Way in our School of Engineering and Design and compete in a National Robotics Competition.  Young musicians, singers, dancers and other artists will flourish in our School of Visual and Performing Arts.  Social Studies enthusiasts can study economics and compete nationally in the Federal Reserve’s Fed Challenge and Euro Challenge Competitions.  MHS is a past National Champion and has placed first or second in each of the last several years.  The Air Force Jr. ROTC and the school-to-career programs provide a bridge between the world of work and school.  There are many such opportunities depending on what excites your student’s interest.

We also enhance our students’ learning through community partnerships.  With the help of benefactors and Montclair State University, we have created the Weston Science Scholars program, in which students work side-by-side with college professors, engage in significant research, and attend college lectures and present research at conferences.  We participate in the “Mini-Medical School” program at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, which gives college credits to our students for their coursework. The New Jersey Institute of Technology, PSEG and engineers from the community assist our Robotics students in the F.I.R.S.T. National Robotics Competition. A Business Academy is offered in partnership with Essex County College to provide opportunities for internships and college credits, and this is only a sampling of what is available.

MHS offers 54 varsity, junior varsity and freshman athletic teams and more than 70 extracurricular clubs and organizations which provide a milieu for students to develop their talent and interests.  

Ninety percent of our students attend college, and approximately 30 percent of our seniors were accepted to Ivy League and top tier colleges.  However, for students with other goals, we also offer technical and job-oriented programs and alternative paths.

All this individual choice can be overwhelming and we have resources to help you.   Our department supervisors and lead teachers will hold briefings to explain the curriculum as well as the various academic levels offered (regular, honors, high honors).  Your child’s current teachers will gladly help you select appropriate courses and academic levels.  Our guidance staff will help you and your student coordinate efforts with teachers and administrators and will be there for you throughout the four years, as you need assistance.  We also offer a freshman orientation program about our athletic teams and extracurricular activities.

It is my pleasure to welcome you and your child to our vibrant community.
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James N. Earle, Principal
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Dear Students:

Whether you are now in eighth grade choosing courses for high school for the first time or an 11th grader choosing courses for your final year of high school, there is one important thing to keep in mind: the final decision about what courses to take in high school should be yours.  You should seek the advice of your parents, teachers, counselor and even friends, but it is necessary to take ownership of the final choice.

It is necessary to balance your goals, your skills and your commitment when choosing courses.  It is desirable that you continue study in all academic areas throughout high school (science, mathematics, social studies, world languages, and English) as well as exploring other areas of interest in the fine, performing and practical arts, computers, technology and business.  It is also preferable to take the most demanding courses available if you are capable of earning a grade of B or better.  
For all students planning to attend college, it is important to consider a few relevant issues regarding scheduling.  Most colleges treat the strength of a student’s schedule, particularly the senior year schedule, as a very important criterion in the college admission process.  Thus we recommend that you continue a rigorous and consistently demanding curriculum throughout all four years of high school.  Most colleges look at the trend in grades throughout high school.  Also, students should take the SAT’s and/or ACT’s in the spring of the junior year and the fall of the senior year.

Montclair High School is unique in that every student is given a prescheduled appointment each year to discuss your schedule for the next year.  At that meeting, you should discuss your personal and career goals and your counselor will help you work out a schedule to best meet these goals. In the spring of your junior year, you and your parent will meet with your counselor to provisionally map out your path to college and your career. The following fall, we follow-up that meeting as we begin to formalize the college and career selection process. We are there for you!

Scott White, 
Director of Guidance  
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YOUR GUIDANCE COUNSELOR AND YOU

A special professional person has been assigned to help you grow and develop during your years in high school—your Guidance Counselor.  Your counselor’s major role is to see you graduate after a high school experience that has been academically and personally rewarding.

Your counselor is the central figure who coordinates your efforts with those of your parents and teachers to help you realize your goals.  We can be successful by listening to and working with each other.

Selection of courses is one of the most important jobs that you and your counselor will do together.  Your counselor will give you information about requirements necessary to meet your future goals.  It is essential that you consider the many courses listed in this booklet with great care.  Be informed – consult your teachers as well as your counselor.  Your counselor will do everything possible to help you select the most appropriate courses for you for next year.

Please keep in mind that the selection of the courses you want is not like choosing a television program to watch.  Although we all want you to enjoy your work, we also want you to select courses that will help you get where you want to go.  Turn the pages, explore, decide, and good luck!

GENERAL INFORMATION

HOW TO USE THE PROGRAM OF STUDIES PLANNING GUIDE

The purpose of the guide is to give students and parents an overview of the philosophy and course content of each academic department. 

The academic departments are listed in alphabetical order and include, in addition to course descriptions, the grade level(s) for which the courses are recommended and the academic achievement level(s) on which course(s) are offered.  The number of credits given for the successful completion of each course and any prerequisites are also listed.

Entering students will develop a four-year program plan with their guidance counselor, but no choice is ever set in stone.  Parents and students, with input from teachers, should review this plan each year in February or March to make sure the curriculum remains broad enough to address the student’s interests and goals.  Appropriate changes can be made for the following year with the assistance of the guidance staff.

In helping your child select classes, keep in mind:  Strengths and weaknesses as evidenced by course work and achievement test scores; career and educational goals; talents and interests; and entrance requirements of institutions of further education. Be sure to share this information with your child’s counselor to facilitate appropriate course selection.

The counselor will help you prepare a tentative schedule for the next year, based on teacher recommendations, report card grades, achievement test scores, and the student’s goals, interests and motivation

Students will receive their final schedules during the summer.  If minor adjustments or corrections are needed,    request them through your guidance counselor.  Once the school year begins, requests for course changes must follow an established procedure:  written parental permission, counselor approval and teacher input.
I. FITTING IT ALL INTO EIGHT PERIODS
There will be eight periods in the day.  One period is allowed for lunch and one is required for Physical Education, leaving only six periods for courses.  The State sets basic graduation requirements, but many students will go beyond them, choosing to take English, history (or social studies), a science, a math and a world language each year.  These students will have only one period available for electives.

However, students can schedule P.E. during “zero period,” in order to take an extra elective or academic course.

II. EXACTLY WHAT IS REQUIRED?
General education courses should be the foundation of your high school program.  The State of New Jersey sets basic requirements for high school graduation.  However, a more strenuous year-by-year course load will prepare students to meet entrance requirements of most colleges. College entrance requirements differ from one institution to the next, and it is important to ask your guidance counselor for specific requirements of colleges or programs that interest you.  Don’t risk beginning the senior year and coming to a decision for college, for example, without having met the basis requirements.

The State of New Jersey graduation requirements for students who entered high school in 2005, 2006, and 2007 are as follows:

1. Earn at least 110 credits.  (Each school board can require more than the state minimum. Montclair High School requires 119 for graduation.) (See Appendix C for complete State requirements and Appendix D for new graduation requirements for class of 2012 and after).

2. 20 credits of courses listed in the Program Planning Guide under English.

3. 15 credits of courses listed in the program Planning Guide under Mathematics.

4. 15 credits in Social Studies with at least 10 credits in U.S. History.

5. 15 credits of courses listed in the Program Planning Guide under Science.

6. Students who entered high school in September 2004 or later (generally the graduating class of 2008) or later are required to complete 5 credits in World Languages or demonstrate proficiency through testing.

7. 3.75 credits per year of Health and Physical Education.

8. Students who entered high school prior to September 2004 will be required to have at least 10 credits in visual, performing and/or practical arts (that must include a half-year of visual or performing arts-art, music, theater, dance).  Students who entered high school in or after September 2004 will be required to complete five credits in the Visual and Performing Arts and five credits in the Practical and Career Arts and Family and Life Skills.  See Appendix A for courses that satisfy this requirement.  Courses that are available for both requirements may be used only once.

9. Technology Literacy integrated throughout the curriculum (2.5 credits of courses listed in Appendix B relating to Information Technology are required by Montclair High School).

10. All students are required to pass the High School Proficiency Assessment offered in the spring of their junior year.  This test is offered again in the fall of the senior year and the spring of the senior year for students who do not pass both sections the first time.
Graduation Requirements
	ENTER YEAR
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012

	#Grad year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Total credits
	119
	119
	120
	120
	120
	120

	Math
	3 years
	3 years

(Alg I Req.)
	Same
	Same

(Alg I +Geom Req.)
	Same
	Same

	Science
	3 years

(Bio Req)
	3 years

(+ Lab Sci*)
	Same

(+2 Lab Sci**)
	Same
	Same
	Same

	Social Studies


	3 years
1 yr. World

2 yrs. US
	Same
	Same
	Same
	Same
	Same

	Finance
	
	
	
	2.5 cr.
	Same
	Same

	World Language
	1 year or testing
	Same
	Same
	Same
	Same
	Same

	Fine Arts
	1 year
	Same
	Same
	Same
	Same
	Same

	Practical Arts
	1 year
	Same
	Same
	Same
	Same
	Same

	PE and Health
	3.75 cr./yr.
	Same
	Same
	Same
	Same
	Same


# Graduation Year is for reference only and assumes that students graduate in 4 years.  Graduation Requirements are based on year of entry, not graduation year.
* Chemistry, environmental science, or physics
** Chemistry, environmental science, or physics plus an additional lab science

III. PLANNING FOR A COLLEGE EDUCATION

To ensure serious consideration by a college admissions committee, it is desirable that the student begins planning for college by sophomore year.  Each college has its own admission requirements regarding high school courses.  Beyond specific course requirements, most colleges emphasize the following important factors in making decisions on applications for admission:

1. Quality and rigor of classes taken

2. Grades in academic classes

3. Rank in class

4. Scores earned on the SAT and/or ACT Tests

5. Appraisal of the applicant’s personal and academic qualities by his teachers and Guidance Counselors

6. Extra-curricular record

7. Four years of college prep mathematics and both chemistry and physics for students planning to major in engineering or closely related fields.

World language requirements vary among colleges.  Many colleges prefer three or four years of one language rather than two years of two languages.  Some colleges do not require any World Language; others recommend five years.  College web sites give specific information regarding this requirement.

Most colleges require a minimum of sixteen units for admission, although some admit a student with fifteen units.  A “unit” for college entrance is usually interpreted as a full-year course worth five credits taken in a four-year high school (15 or 16 full-year five credit courses).  Before concluding whether or not a college will accept a course, your Guidance Counselor and the college should be consulted.  

Finally, eighth graders should make their plans in such a way as to lead to success in high school.  The difference between success and failure may lie in waiting until the opportune time to begin the study of algebra or a world language.  It is possible to satisfy college requirements by beginning Algebra or a world language in grade ten.  If grades for seventh and eighth grade students have not been strong, we suggest that you meet with your Guidance Counselor and plan a program, which will give you the advantage of a year more of maturity and preparation.

Along these same lines of preparation for college, if you receive a mark below “C” in a preliminary course and you wish to continue, you should consult with your Guidance Counselor about strengthening your foundation in a subject through tutoring.

IV. TECHNICAL AND JOB-ORIENTED PROGRAMS

Students, while in high school, can gain specialized skills, which will lead to employment either upon graduation or after a year or two of additional education.  Such opportunities at Montclair High School include electronics, business support services, laboratory work, automotive work, metalwork and drafting.  Young people who wish to equip themselves through these programs should prepare themselves in grades 9 and 10 with relevant mathematics and science courses.  In some cases, 12th grade students will have all formal courses in the morning and will spend afternoons in on-the-job training in nearby offices and places of business. Students who are interested in technical or business pursuits should discuss these possibilities with their counselors.
V. GUIDELINES

1. Students must maintain a yearly workload of a minimum of 30-35 credits when academic scheduling permits.  The credit requirements for promotion break down in the following manner:

	Freshman (9th Grade)
	Promotion from 8th grade

	Sophomore (10th Grade)
	17.5 credits

	Junior (11th Grade)
	50 credits

	Senior (12th Grade)
	80 credits

	GRADUATION
	119 credits


2. Credit will be awarded only for courses that have been completed.  Partial credit is not given for partial study.

3. Making course requests requires careful consideration of the many alternatives found in the course guide.  It is important to note that the number of course requests will determine whether a course is in fact offered as part of the high school master schedule.  Every year, certain courses may be dropped from the master schedule due to lack of requests for enrollment.  IT MUST BE NOTED THAT COURSE REQUESTS DO NOT GUARANTEE PLACEMENT IN A PARTICULAR COURSE.   Scheduling conflicts occur when students request courses that have few sections.  Course request changes must be kept to a minimum to assist us in making the educational process more effective.  The administration reserves the right to schedule courses required for graduation based upon the HSPA testing schedule developed by the New Jersey Department of Education.

4. Students will not be given the opportunity to select teachers or time periods for courses or    lunch period.  Time periods for courses and lunches are automatically determined.

5. Alternate Elective Courses – All Students will be required to select additional elective courses and rank order them.  Students will be scheduled for one of these selections.  
VI. COURSE SELECTION

Since most students will be selecting courses in the four core areas, the chart below summarizes the choices available at each level.  You must keep in mind graduation requirements and post secondary plans when making your choices.  World language choice should come next followed by elective choices to meet the Fine and Practical Arts requirements.

	GRADE
	ENGLISH
	HISTORY
	MATH
	SCIENCE

	9
	World Lit HH
	Global Studies H
	Alg I R, H, or HH

Alg. II HH

IMP IH orHH

IMP I/II
	Biology H or R

Intro to Eng. & Design H

	10
	Eng 10

Eng 10H

Eng 10 HH
	US History I R, H or HH or

CGI or CSJ
	Alg I

Geom R, H or HH

Trig/Intro Calc HH

IMP IIH or HH

IMPIII HH
	Geophysical Science R or H

Chemistry H

Intro. to Eng. & Design H

	11
	English 11 H

Eng 11 HH

AP Lang & Comp Or

2 Patterns courses
	US History II 

US History II H

US History II AP

Pop CultureH/HH

Law & Politics H/HH

Foreign Policy H/HH

Social Change H/HH

CGI or CSJ
	Geometry R, H or HH

Alg. I H or HH

Trig/Intro. Calc HH

AP Calc AB

IMP IIIH or HH

IMP IV HH
	Chemistry R, H, AP

Physics R or H

Bioethical Issues R or H

Marine Biology R or H

Environmental Science R, H, AP

Medical Biology. H

Intro. Eng. & Design H

Biology AP

AP Physics I

AP Physics B

Physical Science

	12
	English 12 H

English 12 AP Lit

AP Lang. & Comp

Or

2 Patterns courses
	Social Studies Electives

or

CGI Govt. & Politics H or HH

or

CSJ 12-Global Issues
	Algebra II R, H, HH

Pre Calc R or H

Trig/Intro Calc HH

AP Calc AB

Calc H

AP Calc BC

IMP IV H or HH
	Physics R or H

Chemistry R, H, AP

Marine Biology R or H

Environmental  Science R, H, AP

Bioethical Issues R or H

Medical Biology H

Intro. Eng. & Design H

AP Physics I/II

AP Physics B

Physical Science


VII. THE ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS
Many courses are offered at multiple levels.  Your child’s current teacher is your best guide to which academic level to choose (regular, honors, high honors or AP) in particular courses. It is also important to pay particular attention to any prerequisites for a course under consideration. Parents may change a recommended level, but you are strongly encouraged to consult with teachers and your child’s guidance counselor before the deadline to make sure that you and your child understand the expectations involved.
Once the next school year begins, students are asked to make an honest attempt to do well in their selected courses.  It takes work over a substantial period before it becomes evident that a student can or cannot meet the requirements of a particular course.  If, with time, a student perceives that the selected course is far too easy or far too difficult, the counseling staff urges the parent and student to get in touch with the appropriate counselor in order to explore together the possibility of other group assignments.  Requests for course changes must follow the established procedure, which includes written parental permission, counselor approval, teacher input department chairperson and the Director of Guidance approval.  Keep in mind that changing a section in one course may require shuffling all courses.

THE ACHIEVEMENT GROUPS ARE:
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) AND HIGH HONORS – Students recommended to these classes typically have high grades and very high-test scores – usually above 95th percentile on appropriate standardized achievement tests.  These students have also demonstrated a great interest in the subject with skills commensurate with enthusiastic independent work and exploration.

High Honors and AP courses are equally rigorous.  A course carries the AP designation if its course content corresponds to the content of an AP test offered by the College Board.  Some colleges award college credit and higher placement to students who pass the AP test.  
HONORS (H)-These classes are for students of high academic achievement.  Students recommended to these classes typically have high grades and high scores on appropriate achievement tests usually above the 70th percentile.  Classroom instruction assumes that all students have the skills and motivation enabling them to do special reports and projects, etc., in addition to mastering the regular basic test and materials.

REGULAR (R) - These classes are for students of average academic achievement with achievement test scores generally between the 30th and 70th percentile. Classroom work depends upon outside preparation each day with class reinforcement.  Most of these students will continue their education after high school in a degree granting or specialized institution.

VIII. CLASS RANKING

The grade point average (GPA) and the resultant class rank are computed at the end of the 11th grade and then again at the end of the first semester of the 12th grade.  All subjects are used in determining class rank except courses with a "pass/fail" mark.  Students should be aware that the GPA is based upon three years of courses.* The higher the mark and the higher the academic level, the higher the GPA will be.  The higher the GPA, the higher the class rank and thus the more attractive the student will be to a college.  Class rank will be reported to colleges in 5% groupings, i.e. top 5%, top 10%, top 15%, etc.

Class ranking includes only courses taken in grades nine to twelve.  Summer school courses and courses which are approved to be taken at other schools during those grades will also be included.  The GPA and Rank are based only on courses taken while a student is enrolled at Montclair High School.  Transfer student grades are not computed in the GPA.  Students must enter prior to the beginning of their junior year to be ranked with the graduating class.
	QUALITY POINT INDEX
(Point Value)

	ACADEMIC LEVEL
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	High Honors/AP
	5
	4
	3
	2
	0

	Honors
	4.5
	3.5
	2.5
	1.5
	0

	Regular
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0


IX. CONTRACTING FOR HONORS

In certain courses, not offered at the honors level, students may contract for a higher level. This must be done within the first two weeks of the course.  For all contract courses, the teacher will go over Honors Contract Guidelines during the first day of the course.  The Contract Guidelines are as follows:

1. On the first day of class, the teacher will hand out Course Proficiencies and announce honors contract guidelines.  Requirements will be explained for instances where contractual obligations are not met.  Contracts will be passed out to those students who request them.

2. Contracts will be signed by the student, the parent and the teacher.  All contracts must be completed no later than the Friday of the second week of the course.

3. A copy of each contract will be given to the subject matter Department Chairperson with a list of those students contracting for Honors credit by the end of school, Friday of the second week of school.

4. The above information will be entered for each student in the computer for the specified course and the new course name will appear as “Honors” on the Report Card.  Parents and students are encouraged to check report cards to make sure that this information is reported accurately.

5. No change will be allowed once the contract lists have been submitted.

6. If the contracted course does not appear correctly on the Report Card, it is necessary to notify the Guidance Counselor by the end of the academic year in which the course is taken.

X. INDEPENDENT STUDY

Students who have demonstrated maturity and responsibility may be permitted to decide what use to make of their non-class time each day.  The student who proves eligible for this freedom will have a valuable opportunity to utilize the full resources of the school, faculty and community to prepare him/herself for the greater independence and self-monitoring, that most young people will assume upon completing high school.

Students who wish to explore the possibilities of independent study should:

1. Discuss the idea with the classroom teacher

a) Propose a plan which fully outlines the "who, what, where, when and why" of the endeavor.

b)  The student and teacher reach an agreement on the above.

2. Seek approval of the appropriate administrator and/or subject matter leader in writing.

3. Sign a written contract along with the teacher and administrator once guidelines concerning time, supervision and test/exams are clearly defined.

XI. MONTCLAIR HIGH SCHOOL - SPECIAL SCHOOLS
This Program Planning Guide describes the courses and programs available to students in Montclair High School.  Special schools offer courses and programs which are very similar in content but differ in presentation and philosophy.  All students, no matter which program they attend, receive the same Montclair High School diploma and must meet the same graduation requirements.  The following special programs are available to Montclair High School students.

ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS

The Alternative High School Programs will continue to be offered.  These programs, will serve selected students who are not served best by the traditional high school approach.  Individualized teaching, small class size and additional counseling characterize these programs.

THE ESSEX CAMPUS PROGRAM

This is a countywide Alternative Program designed to serve students at risk of not successfully completing their high school career.

Goals:

To provide students with a non-traditional educational experience;

To create a humane, highly structured program of support and learning; and

To provide students with the opportunity to graduate from high school

Curriculum:

The curricula are a proficiency-based program of study.

Graduation Policy:

Credits are based on assessment of proficiencies for all curriculum areas and not time spent in the program.

Application:

Students are referred through the school district.  Upon review by the program principal, an appointment is made with parents and student.

ESSEX COUNTY COLLEGE

GATEWAY TO COLLEGE PROGRAM
Goals:

A unique opportunity for students to spend their first term in college in a small learning community of about 20 students, taking their required students as a group
Curriculum:

Students take courses at Essex County College that are equivalent to course required for graduation.
Graduation Policy:

Credits are based on assessment of proficiencies for all curriculum areas and not time spent in the program.

Application:

Students are referred through the school district.  Upon review by the program principal, an appointment is made with parents and students
XII. SMALL LEARNING COMMUNITIES

The goal of Montclair High School Design for the 21st Century is to create a rigorous learning environment in which all students learn, to which all students feel connected and in which all students are invested.  As a part of this effort, several courses have been developed into small learning communities (SLCs).  Some of the elements usually found in these SLCs are that they are interdisciplinary, block scheduled, multi-year, and team-taught. Because of the greater amount of time spent in them, SLCs provide students the opportunity to develop a closer relationship with their teachers and fellow students in the community.  This is a listing of the SLCs that are currently available at Montclair High School.

NINTH GRADE ACADEMY

All ninth grade students are considered members of the Ninth Grade Academy.  The Ninth Grade Academy at Montclair High School is a bridge to a successful high school, college and career experience.  The Ninth Grade Academy is housed, for the most part, in a separate building, the George Inness Annex. It provides a safe space and climate in which to make the big moves ninth graders are making – academically, emotionally and socially.  The Ninth Grade Academy helps to ensure that students have the skills, desire and confidence to succeed.  It gives them an intensive academic experience and a level of support and encouragement only available in such a small learning environment.  Because of the flexibility a small learning environment provides, we are uniquely able to help students overcome school adjustment issues.  The Ninth Grade Academy has its own Assistant Principal, Student Assistance Counselor, Guidance Counselors and Nurse familiar with and sensitive to the issues facing teenagers at this stage of their development. 

CIVICS AND GOVERNMENT INSTITUTE

GRADES 10 – 12 CGI, founded in 1997, is a small learning community which focuses on the study of government and social issues.  The mission of the Institute is to create a more informed, participatory citizenry.  It utilizes the theory of the “democratic classroom” with a student run Congress, executive branch and Supreme Court, which operate under the student written Civics and Government Institute Constitution. Throughout their three years in the Institute, students are given many opportunities to develop leadership skills to be used during their MHS years and in the future.  The academic program has an interdisciplinary and thematic English and US History curriculum, which is offered in a block schedule.  A teacher/mentor is assigned to advise and assist each student.  In addition, students must complete ten hours of community service each marking period for a total of two credits.  Interested students are invited to stop in on the third floor and see CGI in action.  Sophomores and juniors are scheduled for three periods per day into the CGI program.  Seniors are scheduled for one period per day.

Prerequisite:  Review of application and Statement of Interest

U.S. HISTORY AND ENGLISH

Grades-10, 11 Level - Honors and AP/High Honors

Two Full Years – 20 credits (10 credits/year)

Prerequisite:  Grade 10-None   Grade-11-Successful completion of Grade 10 History and English

The Civics and Government Institute consists of the following themes of study over the course of two years:  social movements and reforms, economic history of the United States, war and conflict, and American political history.  Government Studies follow the analysis of political theory, the U.S. Constitution, and the three branches of government on both the local and federal levels.  All sophomores and juniors serve as members of the House of Representatives and are considered for positions in the executive branch and on the Supreme Court.

The CGI English component in the sophomore year offers a program based on works of recognized British and American writers. As part of a small learning community, this course provides an interdisciplinary approach to literature, as students study parallel units in history on social reform and economics. Students are expected to write various types of essays as well as creative pieces. Emphasis will be placed on both oral and written expression, including mechanics, usage, and vocabulary development. Students are expected to do independent reading, research, and individual and/or group projects. (Students may contract to take this as a high honors class and will then be expected to complete additional writings, research, and analysis.)

The CGI junior English course focuses on the themes of war and politics in British and American literature. While reinforcing and expanding students’ literary analysis through various types of literature, the course will emphasize writing and critiquing expository essays based on reading literature and viewing films about the problems and experiences humans face during war and living out their and other’s politics. Students write essays and short creative pieces and participate in debates. Emphasis is also placed on a review of the inequalities of both oral and written expression and usage and vocabulary development. (Students may contract to take this as a high honors class and will then be expected to complete additional writings, research, and analysis.)

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

Grade-12   Level – H/HH

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisites:  CGI 10 & 11

The third year in CGI consists of courses in government and Constitutional law:  Government and Politics and the “We, the People” program.  The Government Studies course centers on international relations.   Seniors will have a required internship program and their required exit exhibit/portfolio, which will be assessed by a panel of teachers, parents and other community members.  Seniors serve in the Senate, in the executive branch or on the Supreme Court.  The English requirement the third year is offered outside the Institute.

THE CENTER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

GRADES 10 -12

The Center for Social Justice (The Center) is a two-year English and History interdisciplinary program with a strong emphasis on the impact that social movements have had on the development of history, humanities and the arts. The Center is based upon the Small Learning Community (SLC) model where students build close working relationships with staff and fellow students. Students will actively engage in curriculum that focuses on the theme of social justice and use their knowledge to promote issues of social activism within their own community. Students will receive individualized teacher mentoring. They will develop and implement community service programs and fund-raisers as well as conduct extensive research on social issues. Instructions to improve their study skills and develop their own time- management plans are also included. English and History classes are conducted in a two period block on alternating days. In addition, The Center has a Research, Inquiry and Action Lab that meets one period each day. This lab period is an introduction to understanding issues of social diversity and social justice in the United States. It provides students with a theoretical framework for understanding different forms of oppression and a method to explore how specific forms of oppression affect their own lives. This active participation seminar ends each unit with a direct action plan for students to help address the specific issue of injustice. Students are required to perform 30 hours of community service each year. Students may design their own service projects or take advantage of existing organizations that perform local services. Students will receive a total of 15 credits a year: 5 for English, 5 for History and 5 for Social Justice Lab.

Prerequisite:  Review of application

U. S. HISTORY AND ENGLISH   755

Grade- 10   Level - Honors/High Honors (AP in History only)
Full Year - 10 Credits 

Prerequisite:  None

The 10th grade curriculum provides students with a survey of American History and Literature from pre-colonial America to the present. The historical approach will address the impact of social history on the political, geographic and economic dynamics of American History. The English Literature component will focus on the American Short Stories, novels, plays, poetry and other literary formats throughout the year. Teachers will work closely so that students will see the connection between history and literature. 

U. S. HISTORY AND ENGLISH 756

Grade- 11    Level-Honors and High Honors (AP in History only)
Full Year - 10 Credits 

Prerequisite:  U.S. History and English 755

The 11th grade curriculum examines American History and Literature with an emphasis on the 20th and 21st century. It will investigate the intellectual and political history, as well as the economic, literary, social institutions, and cultural patterns that affected America during the past century. In addition to social science texts, students will be exposed to creative works that influenced society, emphasizing written literature, in order to add insight into the time period or movement being studied. The ultimate goal of the course is for the students to understand the patterns of struggle and change in the United States in the 20th century, and how to deal with them in the future. 

ISSUES OF GLOBALIZATION

Grade- 12       Level-Honors and High Honors 

Full Year – 10 Credits 

Prerequisite:  CSJ 10 & 11

This 12th grade history elective will be offered to students currently enrolled in The Center for Social Justice. The course will be linked with the current Research Inquiry and Action Lab Period. Students will receive ten credits for their participation in both classes. The course will expose students to a wide diversity of worldwide views and ideologies. It will also examine the critical issues of ethnicity, race, class, gender, nationality, and citizenship as well as important questions of ethics and social justice within a global multicultural context. Students enrolled in Issues of Globalization will obtain conceptual and affective competencies needed to promote community awareness of public policy, international and governmental organizations, as well as transnational corporations. Student participation, community activism and grassroots organizing will be an integral part of the curriculum.

MEDICAL BIOLOGY

Medical Biology 604    
Medical Biology Ii 6045
Grades- 11, 12 Level - Honors

Full Year--10 credits – Double Period

Prerequisites:   It is strongly recommended that students have previously completed Biology and Chemistry courses.

This two-year program is designed for the serious student who intends to pursue a career in medical science or related health care fields.  There are several components to this rigorous program including human anatomy and physiology, medical terminology, dynamics of health care, emergency care, and workplace safety certification.  Students are expected to attend related medical lectures and workshops. Community service, which is related to health care, is also a requirement of this program.

The structure and function of the organ systems of the human body are presented in anatomy and physiology.  Medical terminology includes the related vocabulary as well as terms related to diseases, clinical laboratory tests, and pharmacology.  Dynamics of Health Care focuses on general issues and topics common to health care providers.  Finally, both emergency care and workplace safety issues are included in this program.

To be successful, students must perform on written and oral tests, complete laboratory experiments, and complete research papers.  Many Internet assignments are part of the curriculum.  UMDNJ requires that students taking the standardized exam must have taken or are concurrently taking chemistry.  At the end of each year, students participate in standardized tests administered by the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey.  Students can receive college credits based on their scores on these tests.
AVID Institute @ Montclair High School
Grades – 9 (Proposed), 10, 11, and 12

Full Year – 5 Credits each year of completion

Prerequisite: Complete Program Application Process – speak with guidance counselor

Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) at Montclair High School offers an interdisciplinary curriculum that targets students in the academic middle as they prepare to navigate college preparation courses. AVID actively engages students in meta-cognitive processes of analysis and evaluation of learning through effective methodologies of learning strategies called W-I-C-R (Writing, Inquiry, active Collaboration, and critical Reading). AVID students are required to learn the Cornell note-taking system, effective time management applications, and to maintain binders.

The AVID curriculum requires that students complete a variety of research projects, write for a multitude of reasons and audiences, and respond to a range of guest speakers. Through collaborative tutorial approaches and assistance from tutors and teachers, AVID students are expected to demonstrate leadership practices and to develop a profile as a well-rounded collegiate candidate. Students are encouraged to take honors, high honors, and AP classes. Eligibility for acceptance includes a demonstration of willingness to abide by the requirements in addition to an interest in the program through an essay and an interview.  Students will receive the following credits for completion of stated AVID Electives:  AVID 10, 11, & 12 – 5 credits Practical Arts per year.
AEROSPACE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
The Air Force Junior ROTC program provides students with an opportunity to learn and apply leadership skills while also learning about aerospace career opportunities.  The curriculum includes Aerospace Science (AS) and Leadership Education (LE), and Wellness/Physical Training components. Students incur no military obligation whatsoever.  Students who complete two, three, or four years in the program are eligible for special three or four year college scholarships after nomination by the Senior Aerospace Science Instructor to the Air Force Junior ROTC division.  The department administers the Air Force Junior ROTC program with two instructors, who are both retired career Air Force instructors.  They are devoted to providing quality classroom experiences to the students as well as emphasizing the concept of high standards in citizenship, leadership, and scholarship, something beneficial to all students as they progress in life.  During the program, students earn five elective credits for each year of Aerospace Science/Leadership Education taken, with students able to enter and leave the course the same as any other elective program.  Students are asked to participate in a wide range of academic and leadership activities both in and out of the classroom.  Students wear the Air Force uniform once each week, provided free of charge by the United States Air Force.  Students perform physical training once a week which consists of warm-ups, calisthenics, aerobic exercises, and weight lifting (optional).  Advanced students are placed in positions of responsibility and given full-supervised control of the Cadet Group as leaders and managers.  These students conceptualize, plan, organize and implement all cadet activities.  All students are given opportunities to demonstrate learned skills using performance-based assessments.  The Air Force Junior ROTC program offers leadership, community service and college ROTC scholarship opportunities for the cadets/students. Aerospace Science and Leadership Education are simultaneously taught in each academic year with approximately 50% of the student's grade earned in science and 50% earned in leadership.    
Courses offered:

Aerospace Science Course 1001 – 
Leadership I and Aerospace Science Course 

Aerospace Science Course 1002 – 
Leadership II and Aerospace Science Course 

Aerospace Science Course 1003 – 
Leadership III and Aerospace Science Course 

Aerospace Science Course 1004 – 
Leadership IV and Cadet Management or Aerospace Science Course 

Aerospace Science Course 1005 – Summer Leadership School
Life Skills

Students may contract for Honors in Aerospace Science Courses 1001, 1002, 1003, and 1004.  

AEROSPACE SCIENCE HONORS CREDIT: Students may contract for honors credit.  In addition to the basic course description, the Honors student will do research outside of the classroom to supplement course material.  Research papers and classroom presentation of research reports are required.

AEROSPACE SCIENCE –Aviation History 
Grades:
9-12 Levels – Regular/Honors


Full Year – 5 credits

Requisites:  Must be taken in conjunction with Leadership Education I, II, III, or IV

A Journey into Aviation History The purpose of this aviation history course is to focus on the development of flight throughout the centuries.  It starts with ancient civilizations, then progresses through time to modern day.  The emphasis is on civilian and military contributions to aviation; the development, modernization, and transformation of the Air Force; and a brief astronomical and space exploration history.  Students may contract for honors credit.  

AEROSPACE SCIENCE – The Science of Flight 
Grades: 
9-12 Levels – Regular/Honors


Full Year - 5 Credits

Requisites:  Must be taken in conjunction with Leadership Education I, II, III, or IV

This course introduces the aerodynamics of aviation.  The student will study four areas of flight that impact the pilot and the aircraft: physiology, weather, aerodynamics, and navigation.  This aerospace science course is designed to acquaint the student with the aerospace environment, the principles of flight and navigation, and human limitations of flight.  After developing an understanding of Earth's environment, the environmental impact on flying is introduced. Discussions include the forces of lift, drag, thrust, and weight.  Propulsion systems to include the turbojet, turbofan, rocket, and reciprocating engines are examined in detail.  Students learn basic navigation skills including map reading, course plotting, the effects of wind, and human physiological requirements for the circulatory system, the effects of acceleration and deceleration, and protective equipment used while flying.  

AEROSPACE SCIENCE – Space and the Exploration of Space

Grades:
9-12 Levels – Regular/Honors


Full Year – 5 credits


Requisites:  Must be taken in conjunction with Leadership Education I, II, III, or IV

This course explores the basics of astronomy with emphasis on the solar system and man’s historical perception of space.  Also covered is the history and development of space exploration, the current aerospace developments and reviews the space exploration program.  Students will study the technology used in man’s first exploration efforts in space and the developments that led to the landings on the Moon.  This course examines space technology and the role of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.  Students will consider the astronautics of launch and recovery of spacecraft, and possible future space exploration efforts and theories. 

AEROSPACE SCIENCE – World Geography/Global Studies 
Grades:
9-12 Levels – Regular/Honors







Full Year – 5 credits

Requisites:  Must be taken in conjunction with Leadership Education I, II, III, or IV

This course explores and examines the processes that shape the earth, the relationship between people and environments, and the links between people and places.  The five-theme approach to geography is used to build a global perspective along with an historical overview to provide an understanding of the events, places, people, cultures, and geo-political forces that shape the world.
AEROSPACE SCIENCE – Management of the Cadet Group  

Grades:
12 Levels – Regular/Honors



Full Year - 5 credits






Requisites:  Must be taken in conjunction with Leadership Education III, or IV

This is the senior-level AFJROTC course.  It is not open to entry-level students (students who are new to the AFJROTC program).  Cadets enrolled in this course have responsibility for planning, organizing, coordinating, directing, and controlling the cadet group.  Selected cadets are placed in positions of responsibility and authority to ensure all cadet activities are properly conducted and accomplished.  This aerospace science course stresses the challenge of command and staff, and career management.  It also integrates and applies all previous academic and leadership instruction by requiring the cadet commander and senior staff to run all aspects of the cadets’ corps. These duties and responsibilities include command, operations, administration, personnel, awards and decorations, finance, public affairs, discipline, and resource management. 

AEROSPACE SCIENCE – Summer Leadership School  

Grades:
9-11 Level – Regular/Honors



10 to 14 days - 2.5 credits


Open only to students enrolled in Aerospace Science for the next academic year.  Intensive leadership training program conducted off campus at a local military installation for a period of two weeks.  Extensive leadership academic training will prepare the student to assume an increased role in the leadership of the cadet group upon return to school.  Summer encampment includes obstacle, confidence, and leadership reaction training courses designed to focus the student on his/her abilities and limitations.  As with other summer programs, there are tuition and supply fees associated with this course.

The following courses represent the leadership component of the AFJROTC program.  Aerospace Science and Leadership Education are simultaneously taught in each academic year.
LEADERSHIP EDUCATION I

Grades:
9-12

Credits:
Taken in conjunction with Aerospace Science to fulfill 5 credits

Open to first year AFJROTC cadets.  Introduces the student to the mission of Air Force Junior ROTC, its organization and philosophies.  Students learn customs and courtesies associated with classroom activities, the United States flag, and the wearing of the Air Force Junior ROTC uniform, to include attitude and discipline expectations.  Students will also receive instruction in study habits and time management, drug and alcohol abuse, and first aid.

LEADERSHIP EDUCATION II

Grades:
10, 11, 12

Credits:
Taken in conjunction with Aerospace Science to fulfill 5 credits

Open to second year AFJROTC cadets.  Introduces students to effective communication skills necessary to assume positions of responsibility in the cadet group.  Effective writing, speaking, and listening skills are emphasized.  Students also develop an understanding of individual and group behavior, to include exercises in motivation, defense mechanisms, and individual responsibility.  This course will present basic leadership concepts and principles, situational leadership activities, and techniques for effective teamwork.

LEADERSHIP EDUCATION III

Grades:  
11, 12

Credits:
Taken in conjunction with Aerospace Science to fulfill 5 credits

Open to third year AFJROTC cadets.  Introduces students to management theory.  Management process is taught, to include planning, organizing, coordinating, directing, and controlling.  Students are given increased opportunity to practice these skills in cadet group activities.  Citizenship skills are taught, and emphasis is given to ethics, with instruction in values, morals, and culturally accepted codes of conduct.

LEADERSHIP EDUCATION IV

Grade:

12

Credits:
Taken in conjunction with Aerospace Science to fulfill 5 credits

Open to fourth year AFJROTC cadets.  Course is designed to prepare the student for life after high school.  Planning for career paths and job search receives in-depth coverage.  Application procedures for college and other post-secondary school education opportunities are discussed.  Students study career opportunities in the Air Force, to include officer and enlisted career paths, as well as career opportunities in other government agencies and the Federal Aviation Administration.

THE SCHOOL OF VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
[image: image3.wmf]
The School of Visual and Performing Arts at Montclair High School offers a major course of study and training in one or more of the Fine and Performing Arts.  The school provides its students with an exposure to the allied arts in a challenging and professional atmosphere where individual commitment and responsibility to group are paramount.  This is a unique department within the high school that offers two distinct educational components.  The programmatic component offers courses of study for credit in one or more of the fine or performing fields of Art, Theater, Music, and Dance.  All courses offered by the School of Visual and Performing Arts are available to all students of Montclair High School as electives.

The performance component focuses on co-curricular activities that highlight students' skills and talents through exhibitions, concerts, recitals, and productions.  Productions during the course of the year may include plays, a musical theater showcase, dance programs, student recitals, and vocal and instrumental music concerts, which add to the student's course of study.  

Rehearsal time usually falls between the hours of 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. daily.  Experience in theater management also adds to the student's course of study.

As a result of their successful study of our required and elective S.V.P.A. courses in grades 9-12, students will:

1. Develop knowledge and skills that strengthen and sharpen aesthetic awareness in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts.

2. Develop the ability to evaluate works of art based on aesthetic principles and artistic elements using higher order thinking skills.

3. Develop and demonstrate an appreciation of music, theatre, visual arts and dance as essential forms of human expression.

4. Develop perceptual, intellectual, physical and technical skills in the creation of dance, music, theatre and visual arts.

5. Identify and develop an understanding of the elements, media and the unique qualities which dance, music, theatre and visual arts share to produce artistic outcomes.

6. Develop skills for the safe use of materials, technology and procedures.

7. Develop skills for the artistic expression using contemporary technologies.

8. Demonstrate self-awareness, creative thinking and confidence, self-discipline, collaboration and risk-taking through dance, music, theatre and visual arts.

9. Develop thinking skills by observing, describing, analyzing, interpreting and evaluating the artistic content and form in dance, music, theatre and visual arts.

10. Demonstrate an acceptance of constructive criticism and the ability for ongoing self-evaluation.

11. Demonstrate awareness and understanding of arts-related careers, other work competencies, leisure activity and personal life skills developed through dance, music, theatre and visual arts.

12. Develop an understanding of the academic importance of dance, music, theatre and visual arts and their potential for interdisciplinary relationship with all curricula.

13. Identify historical, social and cultural influences and traditions that generated artistic accomplishment throughout the ages and which continue to shape contemporary arts.  This will include, but not be limited to, the accomplishments of women, ethnic, racial and cultural communities; and the physically and mentally challenged.

14. Recognize and understand that artists and arts institutions contribute to and preserve our cultural heritage as well as influence the contemporary arts.

As general course requirements, students are expected to:
1. Participate in class and complete assignments.

2. Attend class regularly and punctually and bring necessary supplies and materials to class daily. 

3. Use originality and imagination.

4. Develop workmanship and skills.    

5. Write compositions and take quizzes 

Class participation, originality and imagination, workmanship and skills and written composition and quizzes will determine marking period grades.  

AMPHITHEATRE 068/069
Grades-11, 12 Levels- Regular

No credit offered

All phases of the Amphitheatre (Yearbook) preparation are contained in this course.  The course meets five days each week for one semester. 

ART

ART FOUNDATIONS   012
Grades- 9 – 12 Level-Regular

Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None
Art Foundations is a course designed to introduce the Fine Arts to students through a hands on studio experience.  Students will develop the fundamental skills needed for a solid foundation in the visual arts.  The Elements of Art and Principles of Design will be introduced through the exciting exploration of various two dimensional and three dimensional media and techniques.  Composition, observation and rendering skills will be emphasized.  The structure of the class will consist of guided exercises, hands on studio projects, artist videos, group discussion and critiques.

ART I   008
Grade - 9 - 12   Level - Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: Art Foundations and/or Drawing and Composition or Departmental Approval through Portfolio Review 

Art I is an intermediate level course designed to advance and refine students’ drawing, painting, and critique skills through a hands-on studio art experience.  Students build technical skill while solving various arts challenges using a variety of media.  Emphasis is placed on composition, the Elements of Art, the Principles of Design and observational drawing skills, as well as color theory and life drawing. Students will expand their visual vocabulary and critique skills through speaking and writing about art. Artists and world cultures will be examined as students discover how they are relevant to art history and their individual works.
ART II   009
Grade-10-12   Level - Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: Art I

Art II is an advanced level course designed to develop and refine students’ drawing, painting, printmaking and critique skills through a hands-on studio art experience.  Students will have the opportunity to created artworks for inclusion in college portfolio and AP Studio Art breadth sections.  Emphasis is on drawing from life or observation.  Students will be introduced to a variety of media including, but not limited to, charcoal, ink, linoleum block printing, dry pastel, oil pastel, watercolor, acrylic, mixed media collage and assemblage.  Projects will be presented in the context of art historical references and contemporary art practices.

ART III   010
Grade- 11 - 12   Level - Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: Art II

Art III offers a continued opportunity to do advanced artwork within a general assignment.  Building upon the experience of Art II the student will work in combinations of media, subject matter, techniques, expression and size. Some experiences will center on individual work and others will involve group participation.  The course continues to strengthen the Elements of Art and Principles of Design.  Art history is integrated through the study of artists and movements. Students are often asked to explore a technique after studying it in historical context. 

DIGITAL DESIGN AND IMAGING   007

Grades- 9 - 12   Level - Honors

Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisite: Art Foundations

This course is designed for students with a basic knowledge of art and design and the computer. Students are introduced to the primary concepts of computer graphics.  They will design and create pieces of artwork on the computer using illustration and photo manipulation.  They will learn of drawing, rendering in 2-D and 3-D, scanning photos and photographic effects on the computer, as well as the digital camera.  (This course may satisfy either the arts or computer requirement.)  

WEB DESIGN 002, 003
GRADES – 9 - 12 Level – Regular

Semester – 2.5 credits 
Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to familiarize students with the creation and management of web pages and web sites. It provides instruction in various processes that involve innovation, planning, analysis, design, implementation, and promotion of Internet-based information publishing on the World Wide Web. The students are introduced to the theoretical principles of visual language. This course affords the students the practical opportunity to apply the principles using modern internet publishing tools.  Students will learn basic HTML structure and formatting, web page creation using HTML. Additional programs may be introduced including: Macromedia Dreamweaver, Go Live, Photoshop and internet web development tools.

AUDIO/VIDEO COMMUNICATION 019
GRADES 9 - 12 – Level - Regular

Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite: None

This is a laboratory/lecture course designed to introduce the student to the terminology and production procedures used in audio/video production. Students will be instructed in the operation of digital a/v equipment, techniques of producing various types of programs and the foundations and fundamental principles of digital a/v production. The students will demonstrate proficiency through preproduction activities, technical execution, production, post production, unit projects and major projects. Knowledge acquisition, conceptual/critical understanding, practical experience, and critical reflection are components of the learning process.
MARKETING MEDIA PRODUCTION
032
(Pending approval by School Review)

Grades: 9-12             Level: Regular/Honors

Semester: 2.5 credits
This course is designed to complement the Marketing and Advertising courses offered at MHS.  The students will develop and implement a marketing plan.  They will learn to create and produce a variety of marketing materials including an advertising campaign, print media, multimedia presentation and logo designs.  This course satisfies either the Fine Art or Practical Art requirement

DRAWING AND COMPOSITION I   013
Grades- 9 - 12   Level-Regular

Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite: Art Foundations

Drawing and Composition is a course designed to develop students’ observational drawing skills and improve accuracy through a variety of studio projects including the still life, perspective drawing, portraiture, figure drawing and landscapes. A wide range of drawing media will be used; students will explore visual expression through mark making, line quality, value and composition. Students will develop compositional understanding by applying the Elements of Art and the Principles of Design to their work. In addition to technical drawing activities, students will learn and apply the visual vocabulary that will help them express constructive criticism for their work.  A variety of artists will be studied as students discover how they are relevant to art history and to the individual students’ works.

3-D DESIGN 011

Grades- 9 - 12   Level- Regular

Semester-2.5 credits
Prerequisite: None
This studio course will introduce basic concepts and techniques in 3-D design including space, form, surface treatment and function.  Projects begin with points of reference in art history or commercial design.  Students will explore and develop skills working in a variety of media through focused projects, which include but are not limited to papier-mâché, plaster, wire, paper, and clay.

SENIOR PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT 015 




Fall 
Grade-12 Level - Honors 








Semester -2.5 credits









Prerequisite:  Two or more years of Art

This course is for any student interested in developing their artistic abilities and/or pursuing a career in an art related field.  Students will be assisted in the development of their art portfolios for college, art school or career.
AP STUDIO ART – 2D DESIGN, 3D DESIGN OR DRAWING 016

Grade-11, 12 Level – Advanced Placement
Full Year-5 credits

Prerequisite:  Completion of minimum of two years of art training.
AP Studio is a rigorous college level studio course in which the student will prepare a highly focused and accomplished portfolio of work that will be submitted to the College Board in May.  This portfolio submission counts as the AP test for the course.  Upon entering this course, students are expected to have significant skill in the area of drawing, painting, photography or sculpture making.  

FILMMAKING 017 (Fall) 1075 (Spring)
Grade – 9 - 12 Level - Regular
Fall semester or full year (Spring semester may not be taken alone)-2.5 or 5 credits

Prerequisite: None
First Semester:  This class is an in-depth study of the aspects of film:  History of Film-from inception to present (innovation, personalities, movers and shakers); styles and genres of film; how to use composition in film; how to write proper film script; translate script to storyboard; job options in the film industry.
Second Semester:  This class is a continuation of semester I and is an in-depth introduction to the techniques of nonlinear editing using Imovie or Final Cut Pro.  The class progresses through all the basic phases of creating a sequence, including: Inputting; assembling sequences; trimming; using transitions and special effects; editing audio; creating titles; compressing and outputting a finished program.  Class time is divided between demonstration and hands-on-practice.  The course is designed for video editors and developers of interactive media.  The students will produce 2-3 final shorts.

CURATORIAL STUDIES 018 






Spring Semester
GRADES 9-12 Level – Regular





Semester-2.5 Credits

Prerequisite: None

This course guides the student through hands on lessons in planning, mounting, and promoting art exhibitions.  The student will learn to engage in the curatorial process including: conceiving of, planning, and organizing an art exhibit.  The student will earn how to write descriptive, analytical and critical essays about art, students will participate in planning, preparing work for and installing exhibitions in the MFEE Laraja Gallery at Montclair High School.

SCULPTURE   004
Grades 9-12 Level - Regular
Semester - 2.5 Credits

Prerequisite:  None
This semester course provides the student with an introduction to the history, theory and practice of sculpture from prehistoric to contemporary times and through world cultures.  The student will engage in an exploration of a variety of media in three dimensions through a series of progressive practical exercises exploring space, form, balance, mass, surface treatment and composition. 
FIBERS AND TEXTILE DESIGN 020
Grades: 9-12     Level: Regular

Semester: 2.5 Credits

Prerequisite: None

This course will examine the breadth of art forms and processes related to fibers and textiles.  Cultural and historical influences will be investigated as an integral role in the development of these art forms over time.  The elements of art and the principles of design are used to analyze, design, create and evaluate fibers as an important and relevant art form.  This course combines aesthetics, art criticism and art history with the studio production of fibers elements and design projects.  Projects may include weaving processes, surface design and non-woven processes.

CERAMICS   005
Grades- 9 -12    Level - Regular

Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This studio course is designed to give students a hands-on introduction to clay and techniques, with an emphasis on traditional hand building techniques.  Students will gain a historical perspective of the role of both clay and potter through the study of various world cultures. The role of decorative surface treatments and glazing methods will also be studied; students will employ these methods in the completion of their own three dimensional clay works.
ADVANCED CERAMICS   006
Grades- 9-12    Level - Honors

Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite: Ceramics

Advanced Ceramics is a hands-on studio course designed to strengthen the traditional hand building skills acquired in Ceramics, as well as introduce students to the potters’ wheel.  Students are encouraged to refine their personal aesthetic, craftsmanship, concepts and methods. This course will explore advanced building techniques and completion of works through carefully considered surface treatments and glazing methods. Students increase their artistic range with the addition of new materials and techniques, and will also have the opportunity to develop their thoughts and ideas independently as an artist.

ART HISTORY AP  014
Grades-10-12   Level - Advanced Placement

Full year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course will survey the works of art within an historical context.  Students will learn about key works of art including painting, sculpture and architecture.  Artistic ability is not a prerequisite as students will be surveying art history and not participating in the creation of art works.  This course will review the following sequence of historical periods:  Prehistoric to Renaissance - Fall Semester; High Renaissance to Present - Spring Semester

THEATER ARTS

ACTING   5285
Grades- 9 - 12   Level - Regular

Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This basic acting course is to allow students, regardless of their ability or future aspirations, to build their own self-confidence.  This will emphasize improvisation, vocal and physical skills, use of imagination and observation, sensory and emotional recall and scene and monologue work.

ADVANCED ACTING   529
Grades   9 - 12 Level – Honors





Spring Semester
Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Acting 5285
This course is a continuation of acting, with an emphasis on rehearsal and performance techniques, in-depth character development and monologue and scene work.   In addition, the course will emphasize internalization, script analysis and subtext.   
TECHNICAL THEATER   523
Grades- 9-12   Level - Regular

Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This class will deal with the use of lighting and sound equipment for all productions in the auditoriums at Montclair High School. The development and placement of lighting and sound for productions as well as for individual progress will be in the practical portion of the course.  Students learn the process of set design, costume design, lighting design and sound design.  Learn how to build a model from set designs.  Student will introduced to the use of power tools and safety measures taken in the use of these tools.
DANCE
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All incoming freshmen and/or upper classmen with little or no dance training must enroll in an introductory class before proceeding to more advanced courses.   All students enrolled in dance classes will be required to dress in dance attire for every class. Women must wear leotards, tights or unitards, jazz pants. Shoes are optional. Men wear sweatpants & plain T-shirts.

All dance classes satisfy the requirements for Physical Education.  If taken to satisfy the Physical Education requirement, each course is four credits with Family Life/Driver’s Education included as one additional credit.  If taken as a Fine Arts course, including Physical Education, the student would receive five credits.
Modern Dance I - Introduction to Dance TECHNIQUES 538

Grades- 9- 12    Level - Regular/Honors

Full year- 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This is an introductory dance class for young men and women who wish to increase their flexibility, strength and coordination while exploring self-expression through movement. Students will learn the basic technique, concepts and terminology of dance emphasizing postural alignment, balance, quality and flow of movement sequence.  Dancers will develop skills improvisational and choreographic skills as new movement concepts are developed. A variety of popular, classical, percussion and jazz music is used.  Teaching units include basic levels of modern dance, ballet and jazz with additional instruction in Pilates and Yoga. Field trips to high-caliber performances of dance are scheduled to enhance the overall learning experience. 

INTERMEDIATE DANCE TECHNIQUE  

IMPROVISATION AND CHOREOGRAPHY 537

Grades 10- 12    Level - Regular/Honors

Full year- 5 credits

Prerequisite:  One year of study

Intermediate Dance Techniques is a structured, pol​ished technique class for male/female students with prior training in movement and dance. The class combines the concepts of modern dance with the legwork and lyricism of both modern and ballet tech​niques. Warm-up exercises focus on alignment, placement and balance. Cen​ter floor work includes an adagio; turn sequences and traveling movement combi​nations for power, strength and speed. Dance phrases nor​mally are of a lyrical modern style, composed of big sweeping movements and an organic sense and use of the floor.  As a regular feature of class throughout the year, dancers are guided through exercises, which develop skills in the areas of improvisation, choreography and critique. In addition to modern dance techniques teaching units also include ballet, jazz, pilates and yoga. Field trips to high-caliber performances of dance are scheduled to enhance the overall learning experience.
Advanced DAnce TECHNIQUES 533

Grades-9-12    Level - Regular/Honors

Full year-5 credits  

Prerequisite:  Audition and acceptance into SVPA Dance Company 
Advanced Dance is a fast-paced class for male/female students who demonstrate a mature focus and strong technical ability in movement and dance. Warm-up exercises are highly structured. Center floor work and traveling phrases emphasize turning, rhythmic phrasing, dynamic changes and syncopation of movement for power, strength and speed.  Teaching units for Advanced Dance include modern dance, ballet, jazz, pilates and yoga.   As a regular feature of class throughout the year, dancers are guided through activities which develop improvisational, partnering and choreographic skills in preparation for repertory work.  During the final marking period, students will create and critique collaborative movement-based and/or thematic dances that reflect their personal interests, artistic and technical abilities for June presentation. In addition to these works, professional faculty and guest artists set performance works on students for the formal presentation of the Dance Company of the School of Visual and Performing Arts March of each year.   Field trips to high-caliber performances of dance are scheduled to enhance the overall learning experience

Dance Courses Not Offered in 2010-11

BALLET I 534

Jazz Dance I     530

Intermediate Dance/Jazz technique/Theater DANCE 540

MUSIC
MUSIC APPRECIATION 508
Grade- 9 - 12    Level - Regular

Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course offers the student, through a planned series of units, a well-rounded survey of major periods and styles of music from the earliest production of sound to contemporary forms.  The importance of ensemble groups will be discussed including the more traditional vocal, woodwind, brass, string, and percussion families.   The latest innovations of the electronic age will be introduced.
PERFORMING ARTS GROUPS
BAND 500
Grades- 9 – 12   Level - Honors

Full Year-5 credits

Prerequisite:  Prior music group experience

Students must demonstrate sufficient experience through a playing audition or recommendation of a previous teacher.

This course includes concert band (wind ensemble) and marching band.  Opportunities are available for performance in Jazz Ensemble, Pep Band, Orchestra, Pit Orchestra and Small Ensembles.  

The Concert Band performs at several concerts each year with opportunities for performance at festivals and competitions in and out of state.  The focus of the Concert Band is toward excellence in performance through teamwork and cooperation.

The Marching Band performs at home and away varsity football games as well as several festivals and parades.  Students are expected to prepare their music and demonstrate their musicianship throughout the year. 
BAND LAB

Grades: 9-12   
Level: Honors

1 Credit

Band Lab is a course designed to provide individual, group or ensemble instrumental music instruction to members of the band or orchestra.  Student will attend at least once per week during their lunch period and have the opportunity to improve their musicianship skills and enjoy the experience of small ensembles.

ORCHESTRA 520
Grades- 9 - 12    Level - Honors

Full Year -5 credits

Prerequisite:  Prior music group experience- strings

The orchestra performs at several concerts each year and will have an opportunity to perform at festivals and concerts in and out of state.  Students are expected to demonstrate their music preparation often during the school year.  

Students must demonstrate sufficient experience through a playing audition or recommendation of a previous teacher.  Also, enrollment is limited to violin, viola, cello and string bass only.  Wind players for full orchestra are selected as needed from members of the band. 
HONOR CHOIR   502

Grades- 9 - 12   Level - Honors

Full Year-5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Audition prior to admission

This course is designed to give more advanced choral students the opportunity to participate in a choral ensemble appropriate to their ability level.  It requires that students demonstrate an intermediate level of vocal training, musicianship, music theory and a level of vocal ability.  Students must have good tone quality, intonation, diction and be able to demonstrate good breath support.  In addition, students must display proper rehearsal etiquette and a high level of commitment.  Emphasis will be placed on improving music reading skills, extending the vocal range, greater breath control and improved vocal production.

MADRIGAL CHOIR 503
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12   Level - Honors

Full Year-5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Audition prior to admission

Madrigal Choir is a select group of singers who attain high standards of musicianship.  Members of the group are dedicated to hard work and are committed to high quality performance.  It is targeted specifically to those students with three or more years of vocal training (be it private lessons, high school choirs, church choirs, or similar experiences). Emphasis is placed on improving music reading skills, extending the vocal range, greater breath control and improved vocal production. 

MIXED CHORUS   505
Grades- 9 - 12   Level - Regular

Semester-2.5 credits 506; Full Year 5 credits  

Prerequisite:  Chorus is open to any student who enjoys singing and is willing to accept the responsibility of group participation.

This course is designed for those students who desire to participate in a large choral ensemble. It is targeted specifically to those students with little or no musical training who simply choose to sing recreationally as well as those students that need to sharpen their vocal and theoretical skills in an effort to prepare them for greater musical experiences.  Emphasis will be placed on the fundamentals of tone quality, intonation, diction, breath control and proper vocal production.

MUSIC THEORY AP 507
Grades 10-12 Level – Advanced Placement

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Music performance experience

This course is designed to provide the student with a firm foundation in the fundamentals of music notation and a basis for further study in composition/arranging.  Areas covered include: analysis of rhythm and the measurement of time, notation of pitch through major/ minor scales and keys, intervals, chords, transposition, modulation, musical forms and styles.  In addition, emphasis is placed on the creative process through composition, transcription, and arranging. Time is spent on ear training through singing, rhythmic and melodic dictation and keyboard skills.  Use of computer programs to develop musical skills comprises one-half of the course.  A music notation program is used to complete projects. This course culminates in a final project consisting of an original composition, a transcription or an arrangement. This course satisfies the computer graduation requirement.
MUSIC THEORY II 5072

Grades 10-12 Level – High Honors

Full Year – 5 Credits

Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Music Theory AP 507

Music Theory II is the continuation of skills and knowledge of Music Theory AP with a focus on music composition. Historical styles and composition techniques are explored to expand musical knowledge and skills of composition and arranging. Aural skills are continued through dictation, listening and critical analysis. Music is completed using computer assisted music notation and is culminated by an original composition.
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Note:  All S.V.P.A. courses, although Regular level may be contracted to Honors.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
[image: image6.wmf]
The English curriculum centers on the development of literacy, thinking and analytical skills, language proficiency and communication through reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing. Courses incorporate the use of up-to-date technology, the computer, video and film within its scope. The entire program provides a wide variety of experiences in the study of multi-cultural, historical, biographical, classical and contemporary literature and considers the works of authors, of both genders, in the Western tradition and from around the world.   Included in the program is the study of literary genres, movements, trends, and schools of literary thought. Further, it provides the impetus for research and the acquisition of skills, on all levels, in the language arts and related disciplines.   The program encourages creativity through writing, oral interpretation, critical evaluation, group discussion, collaborative learning and independent study. All courses in the English curriculum include the English/Language Arts Core Standards and Proficiencies as established by the New Jersey State Department of Education.

Writing is required in all courses in each grade. The writing process is encouraged; particularly in ninth grade World Literature, where drafting, revision, redrafting and editing are employed. Peer editing, peer evaluation and self-reflection are included in the process, and a rubric has been established as a guide and assessment tool. In many classes across the Department, writing folders are kept for each student, and portfolios are often used as alternative means of assessment in arriving at an additional component of the student’s final grade. Content and style are regarded as central to effective writing, though structure, spelling, grammar, usage and the mechanics of writing are carefully examined in the overall production of an accomplished paper. Research and critical studies, or reviews, are included at all levels, and instruction in accurate and appropriate citation is provided. The MLA Style Manual is the preferred method of citation used in the Department. Students are informed of and encouraged to participate in local, statewide, and national creative writing contests (poetry, prose, and drama) and essay competitions.

At the successful completion of four years of English courses in grades 9 - 12, students will be able, among other skills, to:

1. Evaluate the intricacies and general usage of language, the expression of ideas, and the creative impulse in a variety of literary forms, traditions and genres;

2. Analyze, write about, research and discuss the media (both print and non-print) and other literary forms

3. Apply and evaluate the appropriate uses of diction, syntax, grammatical forms, spelling, and sentence structure in oral and written communication;

4. Recognize and use cause and effect, persuasion, problem-solution, description and comparison/contrast formats in essay writing, exposition and creative writing; and

5. Develop skills in reading comprehension, test taking, study techniques, vocabulary usage, language analogies and a range of communication techniques applicable to literature and language.

General course requirements anticipate that students will be expected to:

1. Maintain a high level of preparation and participation

2. Bring the necessary supplies and materials to class daily

3. Attend class regularly and arrive punctually

4. Complete all homework and in-class assignments

5. Accomplish all work successfully such as unit tests, quizzes, reports, essays, projects and research

6. Demonstrate decorum, cooperation and a positive attitude toward the educational and social processes of every course

Marking period and course grades are determined by specific proficiencies and standards established by the requirements of each specific course.


English Department

Guidelines for Level Placement
	Grade 9
	World Literature HH


	
	

	Grade 10
	English 10HH or English 10 HH Comp & Lit
Wld.Lit. SG A or B

ASK8 Adv. Prof.

Teacher Rec.
	English 10H

Wld.Lit. SG B

ASK8 Prof.

Teacher Rec.
	English 10R

Wld.Lit. SG C or D

ASK8 Not Prof.

Teacher Rec.

	Grade 11
	English 11HH or AP Lang & Comp

Eng10HH SG A or B

NJPass Adv. Prof.

Teacher Rec.

*English 10H SG A with Teacher Rec.
	English 11H or Patterns H

Eng10H SG A or B

NJPass Prof.

Teacher Rec.

English 10R SG A with Teacher Rec.
	English 11R or Patterns R

Eng10R SG C or D

NJPass Not Prof.

Teacher Rec.

	Grade 12
	English 12AP or AP Lang & Comp

Eng11HH SG A or B

HSPA Adv. Prof.

Teacher Rec.

*Eng11H SG A or Patterns H FG A with Teacher Rec.
	English 12H or Patterns H

Eng11H SG A or B

HSPA Prof.

Teacher Rec.

Patterns R FG A with Teacher Rec.
	Patterns R

Patterns R FG C or D

HSPA Prof.

English 12

HSPA Not Prof.


GRADE 9

WORLD LITERATURE   140
Grade-9   Level – High Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course is designed for all ninth grade students. Its focus is on exploring and responding to quality literature from a variety of cultures. Students will examine a range of genres, which will include biography/autobiography, drama, essays, folklore, historical fiction, novels, poetry, and short stories. In addition, students may examine stories from a historical, literary, or cultural perspective. Students will respond to texts by writing in a variety of ways that may include literary analysis, extended definition, cause and effect, persuasion, problem solving, character description, and journal writing. Extension projects are assigned to permit students to demonstrate advanced understanding, application of new knowledge, or immersion in a particular area of special interest. Collaborative learning, heterogeneous grouping, and the attention to multiple intelligences are critical components of the course. Student progress is measured through a variety of traditional and alternative means of assessment. Computer technology is used in research and writing development.  

WORLD LITERATURE   8140

Grade - 9

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: Successful Completion of English in 8th Grade and recommendation by the Child Study Team              

World Literature 8140 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the course.  This course focuses on reading, exploring and responding to literature from a variety of cultures. Students study novels, myths, biographies, autobiographies, poetry, short stories and essays.  Writing is also an integral part of this course.  Various strategies are taught to enhance student reading and writing skills. HSPA skills and real world application of skills are also reinforced throughout this course.

GRADE 10

The 10th grade English program provides a study of major movements, writers, and works of British and American literature, and students choose a course at one of three levels: regular, honors, or high honors. Students should review the English department guidelines for level placement and consult with their ninth grade teacher to decide which level – regular, honors, or high honors -- might be the most appropriate challenge for their tenth grade experience.   See the course descriptions below.

Students may also elect to receive their English instruction in one of two interdisciplinary (English and Social Studies) small learning communities.   See the descriptions of those two programs in the Small Learning Communities section of the Program Planning Guide.

ENGLISH 10   148
Grade-10   Level - Regular

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

In this course, students explore various types of American and British literature and at the same time improve reading, thinking, writing and listening skills. Novels, short stories, poems, plays, and essays are assigned. Students learn to write descriptive, narrative, analytical, and expository essays. Thinking skills are improved through the analysis of a wide variety of literary works, and the computer is used as a tool for writing and research.

ENGLISH 10   8148 

Grade -10


Full Year - 5 credits
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of World Literature and recommendation by the Child Study Team

English 10 8148 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the course.  American and British literature will be explored.  Through reading novels, poetry, short stories and selections from an anthology, students will develop vocabulary; demonstrate ability to identify main ideas, and develop critical thinking and analytic skills.  Writing will be an integral part of the course as well.  HSPA skills and the real world application of skills are also reinforced throughout this course.  

ENGLISH 10H   147
Grade-10   Level - Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course provides an introduction to great American writers, from the pre-Colonial period to the present, and offers an overview of British literature. Students read selections from major authors, and think about and evaluate what they have read through discussion, oral interpretation, and composition. Opportunities for independent study and research are provided. (Please read the description of all honors classes in this Program Planning Guide).

ENGLISH 10HH   146
Grade-10   Level-High Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course provides an intensive study of major works of outstanding American and British writers. Students are expected to write expository and analytical essays as well as creative pieces. Emphasis is placed on critical thinking and accuracy in the mechanics of both oral and written expression, usage and vocabulary development. Students are encouraged to do much independent reading and many individual, independent projects. (Please read the description of all high honors classes in this Program Planning Guide). 
ENGLISH 10HH:  COMPOSITION AND LITERATURE 145 
(PROPOSED AS PILOT FOR 2009-2010)
Grade 10 Level – High Honors
Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  None
Composition and Literature is a composition course in expository writing designed to prepare students for the writing they will do in junior and senior English classes, in classes across departments throughout high school, and also in their lives as citizens, workers, neighbors, and consumers.

Writing assignments will be generated in two areas: academic writing that meets the needs of the student as a student, and personal writing that meets the needs of the student as a young citizen of the world. Academic writing assignments are designed to move the student from personal expression to public discourse for real audiences and for real purposes, in which conclusions are backed by various people’s lived experiences, the writer’s studied observations, and credible texts. Personal writing assignments are designed to illustrate how the skills and concerns of academic writing transfer to the new forms and conventions that make up much of the student’s experiences outside of school.

In this composition course, the reading is in service of the writing. Mentor texts that model the kind of assignment the students will be writing will be read to illustrate approaches to the writing and to demonstrate specific skills and aspects of language use that make for effective description, analysis, and persuasion.

Readings illustrating the kinds of writings the students will practice will draw from contemporary writers and the literatures of British, American, Native American, and Spanish speaking peoples who have had an impact on the United States and its culture.

Marking period units of study:

Unit One: Observation: From Personal Expression to Public Discourse

Unit Two: Analysis: The Essay Form and Other Forms

Unit Three: Naming: Definitions and Eulogies

Unit Four: Persuasion: Requests and Arguments

GRADES 11 and 12

Students may select from a number of semester or full year courses.   Full year courses available to eleventh graders include honors level, high honors and AP. Students in grades 11 and 12 can also select semester courses (Patterns) in which they may contract for honors or regular level.  Semester courses often include juniors and seniors in the same class.  

In grade 12 the full year course choices include an honors level course and English 12 AP.

ENGLISH 11H 157
Grade – 11
Level – Honors

Full Year – 5 credits
Prerequisite:
None

A genre-based course, English 11 Honors will involve students in the study of twentieth-century American short fiction, novels, drama, and poetry. Students will develop skill in reading, writing, speaking, and listening as they explore the American notion of freedom across several texts.

ENGLISH 11 8157 

Grade – 11

Full Year – 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of World Literature and English 10 and recommendation by the Child Study Team.
English 11 8157 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the course.  Through reading novels, poetry, and short stories students will develop vocabulary; demonstrate ability to identify main ideas, and develop critical thinking and analytic skills. Writing will be an integral part of the course as well.  HSPA skills and the real world application of skills are also reinforced throughout this course.  

ENGLISH 11HH   152
Grade-11   Level - High Honors

Full Year - 5 credits       

Prerequisite:  None 

Students will be responsible for frequent, complex reading and writing assignments. The literature is mainly American, with classical backgrounds, and the course emphasizes skills of discursive writing and higher level thinking on aspects of the literature studied. The course is genre-based, covering fiction, poetry, and drama. In addition, students learn literary theory and terminology. Students also work collaboratively to assess the perspectives of others and define their own, presenting individually and collectively their findings in presentations drawing upon various media. Research and independent work are assigned and encouraged. (Please read the description of all high honors classes in this Program Planning Guide).  
AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 1
Grades-11, 12     Level – Advanced Placement
Full Year – 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

To prepare students for a college level course in expository (nonfiction) writing, the year-long AP Language and Composition course focuses on reading and writing expository, analytical, and argumentative prose, as well as writing and reading personal and reflective pieces.  The Language course also examines the writing process and incorporates into the course working as coaches in the Writers’ Room.  Students in the Language course will gain a better understanding of rhetorical contexts, purposes and use of language by working with real writers.  “As in the college course, its purpose is to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers” (Advanced Placement Program Course Description).  The Language course differs from the 12 AP English (Literature) course in that it examines only nonfiction texts, whereas the Literature course examines primarily imaginative (fiction) texts.  There is a separate test for each AP course.  Emphasis is placed upon the development of critical thinking and writing skills, and the synthesizing of research data (critical essays on the readings) into original written work.  
ENGLISH 12AP   153
Grade-12   Level - Advanced Placement      

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This is a course for seniors designed to provide challenging opportunities for students to respond to a variety of literary types through writing, speaking, and collaborative activities. Students are exposed to various aspects of the English language and to the techniques of expository and critical writing. Emphasis is placed upon the development of critical thinking and writing skills, and the synthesizing of research data into an original written work, which is presented to an appropriate audience for discussion and evaluation. (Please read the description of all Advanced Placement classes in this Program Planning Guide).  
ENGLISH 12 H 154
Grade-12 “Pacesetter”   Level - Honors

Full Year – 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course is designed to offer a rigorous program of study for seniors in preparation for college and/or the world of work.  The program, sponsored by the College Board, covers six units: Voices of Modern Cultures; Encountering the Other, Being the Other; A Medley of Voices; Creating Drama Through Performance; Reading Film; Investigating the Representation of Events (Media).  Analysis and evaluation, both orally and in written form, are important processes in the class, and alternative modes of assessment will be employed. 

ENGLISH 12 8154
Grade – 12

Full Year – 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of World Literature, English 10, English 11 and recommendation by the Child Study Team.
English 12 8154 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the course.  Through reading novels, plays, poetry, and short stories students will develop vocabulary; demonstrate ability to identify main ideas, and develop critical thinking and analytic skills. Writing will be an integral part of the course as well.    

PATTERNS COURSES

Patterns courses offer students a unique high school experience. Designed to meet all Core Curriculum Standards, Patterns courses provide an in-depth look at material from teachers who have created programs for which they have a specialization or avocation.

Patterns courses may be taken for either regular or honors level credit (except where noted for classes that can also be taken at the high honors level). The teacher at the beginning of each course presents the requirements for both levels. The student has the option to choose the appropriate level and then is required to sign a contract affirming this choice. After the first two weeks of the course, no changes may be made in the contracts. 

Please note that some courses are offered only during the fall or spring, and one English Patterns course - Essay and Skill Development - is available only to seniors for the fall semester and juniors for the spring semester.

AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE I   101


Fall

Grades -11, 12     Level- Honors
Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course offers the student the opportunity to develop an understanding and appreciation of the Black experience. Students read, discuss, analyze, and write about the literature of writers from the Ancient Africa era to the Harlem Renaissance period.  
AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE II   102


Spring
Grades- 11, 12     Level- Honors
Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course offers the student an opportunity to develop an understanding and appreciation of the Black experience. Students read, discuss, analyze, and write about the literature of African-American writers from the 1940's to the present. 

CREATIVE WRITING   113




Fall, Spring
Grades-11, 12     Level- Honors
Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course is designed for the student with some mastery of writing skills who wishes to explore forms of writing such as poetry, drama, short stories, fantasy, comedy and more. Students are exposed to and read examples of these different forms and are enabled to comprehend, interpret, and evaluate a variety of texts. Class time is devoted to unique experiments, instruction in writing new forms, and workshop situations where students may critique each other's work and revise their own. Students are given the opportunity to present orally their creative ideas and class members listen and respond. Students reflect on their own writing and assess their own learning through metacognitive exercises. Multi-media sources and technological tools are used to facilitate and enhance learning. Projects require the student to retrieve and use information that explores different authors' writing techniques. 

ESSAY AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH THE LANGUAGE ARTS 128/129

Grades-11, 12     Level- Honors

Fall (Seniors)

Spring (Juniors)

Half Year - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course is designed for students who seek to improve their writing, reading, and vocabulary, analytic and test-taking skills. Emphasis in the course is on vocabulary development and usage, literary comprehension, essay writing and oral presentation. The basic format of standardized tests is examined, and special attention is paid to strategies in analysis, reading comprehension, exposition and critical thinking. Available software technology is employed to enhance skill development. College entrance essays are examined, evaluated and modeled. 
FILM AND LITERATURE 103




Fall, Spring
Grades- 11, 12     Level- Honors
Half Year - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This is a course designed to encourage students to view film as an art form, and a persuasive one at that. Students are introduced to basic film concepts in the very beginning of the course to encourage critical and analytical viewing. The reading of short stories, dramas, and a novel follows, with students analyzing various points in the adaptation of a written form to that of film. At the same time students analyze different periods of history to ascertain how historical happenings influence the making of various films and film genres. Special assignments provide an outlet for students to voice their personal creativity and opinions, and more formal writing assignments are provided. Knowledge of filmmaking concepts and an understanding of the processes involved in film production are at the core of this course. 
HUMANITIES I   119





Fall
Grades-11, 12     Level- Honors, High Honors
Half Year - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

What are some of the great ideas, which have excited people throughout the ages? This course permits students to discover links between contemporary life and the concerns of humanity in other countries and times. Students draw parallels, not only in literature, but also, in art, music, dance, philosophy, religion, math and science. Students work individually and in groups to present their findings from various media. Emphasis in Humanities I is from early humanity to the Renaissance period in Western culture. 
HUMANITIES II   120





Spring
Grades-11, 12     Level- Honors, High Honors
Half Year - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

What are some of the great ideas, which have excited people throughout the ages? This course permits students to discover links between contemporary life and the concerns of humanity in other countries and times. Students draw parallels, not only in literature but also, in art, music, dance, philosophy, religion, math and science. Students work individually and in groups to present their findings from various media. Emphasis in Humanities II is from the Renaissance period in Western culture to the beginnings of Modernism. 
JOURNALISM   121






Fall, Spring
Grades-11, 12     Level- Honors
Half or Full Year - 2.5 or 5 credits*

Prerequisite:  None

This course is designed for eleventh and twelfth grade students with two basic thrusts: the study of journalism as a whole in society, and the production of the high school newspaper, The Mountaineer. The course encourages students to view newspapers as influential factors in their lives. Students are also encouraged to realize their own possible contributions to this influence. Students are introduced to the fundamentals of journalistic writing early in the semester and encouraged to implement those fundamentals throughout the remaining weeks. In conjunction with their own writing, students examine a variety of publications, analyze points of view and publication influences and consider professional standards of journalistic writing. The examination of different periodicals will culminate in an investigative inquiry into how different papers "cover" the same news item. The second half of the course, as students continue to produce news writing, is geared toward the study of the historical developments and figures in journalism including the integral role newspapers have played in major events (i.e. The Revolutionary War, Watergate, and the L.A. Riots). Throughout the semester, the students in the class will produce The Mountaineer, and "Desktop" publishing is an essential facet of the class. *All students, and especially editors, are encouraged to remain in the course for the full year. 

PHILOSOPHY AND COMOSITION 1 AND II 107/108

Grades 11, 12 Level – Honors/High Honors

Half Year – 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None
Philosophy and Composition I and II are two semester Patterns English courses that help students learn about writing and their own ideas through reading selections of literary philosophy from Western Civilization and writing philosophically about those readings and their own lives. Students will read texts on a variety of issues: the problem of evil, love, free will, virtue, friendship, etc. This course will help students understand their own ideas through analysis of literary philosophical texts and through their own production of literary philosophical texts.
READING, WRITING AND THINKING   131


Fall, Spring
Grades-11, 12     Level- Honors
Half or Full Year – Part I – 2.5 credits and Part II -2.5 credits 

Prerequisite:  None

This is a course designed to help students develop skills in the areas of reading, writing and thinking. Skills such as pre-writing, mapping main ideas, free writing, and revision and editing are covered in detail. Discussions, both oral and expository, are at the core of the course, and students are encouraged to express their ideas through journal entries, essays, small group interactions, and collaborative learning. This is a workshop course that gives students a chance to have daily experiences in the reading and writing process. 

SATIRE AND PROTEST LITERATURE 133


Fall, Spring

Grades-11, 12
Level-Honors
Half Year – 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:
None

Writers from Sophocles to Swift to Twain to Vonnegut, Baraka, bell hooks and on have satirized the “inhumanity” of human social and political institutions and have championed unpopular causes. This course investigates the literature of social criticism and political protest, including the range of literary genres in its scope. Sarcasm, wit, and irony are focal points through which students will examine the experiences of those who seek to expose and perhaps improve the human condition through literature. 

SHAKESPEARE AND RENAISSANCE DRAMA 105

Fall, Spring

Grades-11, 12     Level- Honors






Half Year – 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

Recent research has revealed much about the way Renaissance-acting companies actually rehearsed and performed their plays.  Students will study the scripts and the Renaissance performance process by reading plays and rehearsing portions of the scripts of Shakespeare and other Renaissance playwrights. Through paying attention to the special demands of performing the plays, students gain a better understanding of reading drama and appreciating drama’s unique ability to address the vital issues of an age.  Ultimately, the course will focus on the reading process in general, with students gaining practical experience in close reading and performance of Renaissance plays, understanding the complexities of human psychology as represented by characters, and appreciating conventions of human expression.   

SHORT STORIES   134





Fall, Spring

Grades-11, 12     Level- Honors
Half Year – 2.5 Credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course is designed to encourage students to explore short fiction as an art form.  Emphasis will be placed on thematic exploration, character creation, plot development, setting and style.  A wide variety of authors will be studied including American, British and world writers.  Students will be expected to write analyses of the material covered, offer oral interpretation, and create their own short fiction.  

SPEECH AND COMMUNICATION  135



Fall, Spring

Grades – 11, 12
Level – Honors
Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisite: None

In this course, students will recognize and master the skills for effective speaking and listening. These include preparation skills such as topic selection, organization, and writing as well as presentation skills such as use of voice and visible speaking behavior. Students will present a variety of speeches and oral interpretations of literary works. Successful completion of this course will assist students both in college and career settings. 

SPORTS AND LITERATURE 114




Fall, Spring

Grades-11, 12     Level- Honors
Half Year – 2.5

Prerequisite:  None

This multi-media course, with the focus on literature, will introduce the history and importance of sports in our society.  The students will be introduced to important figures, trends, and developments in sports through novel length literature, as well as print and visual media.
WOMEN’S LITERATURE




Fall, Spring
Grades 11, 12 Level – Honors, High Honors
Half Year – 2.5 credits

This course introduces students to the history, tradition, and forms of literature written by women, and will examine the effects of gender on literature. Students will consider how gender intersects with race, ethnicity, class, sexual orientation, and other factors in shaping identity and will examine the multiple ways that women writers have responded to being silenced throughout history. Students will explore a rich and diverse range of writers and works to identify the recurrent images, themes and styles of an evolving canon. Works of poetry, prose, drama, non-fiction and film will be studied. 

YOUTH IN LITERATURE   139




Fall
Grades-11, 12    Level- Honors
Half Year - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course includes a wide variety of choices in different forms of literature, which feature and consider the special concerns of adolescents. Today's concerns, peer pressures, conflicts, questions and joys will be the focus. The contemporary world is more complex than ever for young people, and social issues such as divorce, stress, competition, AIDS, relationships and the search for identity are typical topics for discussion, oral presentations and written responses. Current films, videos and tapes, and other available technologies are examined and evaluated and readings include novels, poetry, short stories and drama. Supplementary library materials, essays and articles are used as additional sources of topical information and discussion stimulation. 
PATTERNS COURSES NOT OFFERED 2010-2011
Jewish Literature 
British Literature – The Contemporary Scene
Contemporary Literature
Irish Studies
Literature Of The Vietnam War
Mass Media, Literature And Society 
Psychology In Literature   
Science Fiction 
Shakespeare And Renaissance Literature
ENGLISH SKILL DEVELOPMENT COURSES

WORLD LITERATURE LAB

Grade – 9
Level – Regular

Full Year – 5 credits

Prerequisite:
None

This course is designed to help students strengthen academic and communication skills and to support students with their World Literature studies. Students will develop strategies in reading, writing, speaking, and listening and will benefit from intensive feedback and support with all stages of the writing process, from brainstorming and generating ideas in early drafts to focusing, organizing, and developing ideas in mid-process drafts to proofreading and editing final drafts. Through direct instruction with required World Literature texts, students will develop a variety of comprehension strategies. Students will also have opportunities to select books for silent sustained reading.

World Literature Lab coursework adheres to the skill specifications of the HSPA Language Arts exam.

WILSON READING
A – 9th 8825W, B - 10th 8826W, C – 11th 8827W, D – 12th 8828W       

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12
Full Year - 5 credits  

Prerequisite: Recommendation by the Child Study Team

This course provides remediation and improvement of reading skills through multi-sensory instruction primarily using the Wilson Reading Program. Basic reading skills, such as using context clues, decoding, encoding, visualizing what the sentence and paragraphs are about, increasing reading fluency with sentences and paragraphs, identifying the main idea and developing comprehension and inference skills are addressed through the reading program.  The Wilson Reading Program is sequenced building on previously learned skills.

READING/WRITING 1501
Grade- 10   Level- Regular


Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This is a course designed to address the reading and writing skills on the HSPA test. It offers students the opportunity to develop skills and strategies in reading and writing in order to pass and increase scores on the HSPA test. The course provides instruction in narrative, informational, persuasive, and workplace reading texts with an emphasis on critical thinking skills. In addition, the course specifically equips students with the strategies necessary to successfully comprehend, evaluate, and interpret materials introduced in the various reading texts. Students are also expected to participate in various listening, viewing, and speaking activities. The writing experiences for the course focus on essay, reflective, and introspective type writing samples. Students write cause/effect, persuasive, and problem/solution pieces for various audiences. Cooperative group work is encouraged in order to enable students to improve academic and communication skills.

CRITICAL READING AND WRITING 104


Fall

Grade 11
Level-Regular

Semester – 1 credit

Prerequisite: None

Critical Reading and Writing is an English course designed to help students strengthen literacy skills and develop strategies for success on the HSPA and SAT. The course provides instruction in narrative, informational, persuasive, and workplace reading texts with an emphasis on critical thinking skills. In addition, the course specifically equips students with the strategies necessary to successfully comprehend, evaluate, and interpret materials introduced in the various reading texts. Students are also expected to participate in various listening, viewing, and speaking activities. The writing experiences for the course focus on essay, reflective, and introspective type writing samples. Two benchmark assessments will be administered, one in October and one in February, to provide a baseline for individualizing instruction. The course will meet for one class period each week and will provide a balance of individualized and small group instruction. Consistent attendance and successful completion of the course will yield one English credit.

ENGLISH 12 – 150 (Reading and Writing)
Grade-12

Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This is a mandatory course for all seniors who have not performed satisfactorily on the reading or writing portions of the HSPA test. The course provides students with individually tailored programs, which are designed to assist the student in successfully completing the HSPA requirements.

ENGLISH SKILL DEVELOPMENT COURSE NOT OFFERED 2009-2010

COMMUNICATIONS/ETYMOLOGY
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL)




[image: image7.wmf]
ESL BEGINNERS - 087, INTERMEDIATE - 088, AND ADVANCED - 089

Grades-9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

These courses are for students whose first language is not American English.  The objective of these courses is the acquisition of listening, speaking, reading and writing skills and full academic command of the English language. Students acquire learning strategies and study skills for all subject area classes.  Completing these courses enables the students to achieve success in school and in the community.  Students in Intermediate and Advanced levels may contract for honors credit.

TRANSITIONAL ESL    090

Grades-9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This class is intended for students who have achieved basic interpersonal communication skills in English and who require an intensive program of cognitive academic language skills to prepare them for the transition to high-level academic study. The class will prepare students for the literary section of the HSPA test, as well as widening and improving familiarity with literary genres and works encouraged in high school and expected for entering college students. This class may be contracted for honors.

ESL ADVANCED WRITING FOR ESL 091
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This class serves as a transition for students who have achieved an advanced proficiency in English listening, speaking, and reading.  Students in this class focus on the various forms of written academic English.  Beginning with the sentence, through the development of the paragraph, to creating essays and the formal research paper, students learn the skills that will enable them to succeed in high school, on the HSPA, and beyond.  Research, prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing skills are taught.  Cooperative group work is emphasized in order to enable students to improve their non-writing skills

MODERN AND CLASSICAL LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT
[image: image8.wmf]
Knowledge of a Modern and Classical language helps students prepare for education beyond high school and for an increasing number of career opportunities.  Modern and Classical language study also contributes to a better understanding of the world and its peoples.  With these things in mind, the world language program at Montclair strives to provide its students with opportunities to learn a second or third language in an authentic atmosphere.  Skills in speaking, understanding, reading and writing are stressed.  Students are expected to participate successfully in all four of these communication areas.  We believe that the learning extends beyond the classroom and we provide the means to accomplish this through cultural activities within our own geographic area, interscholastic competitions and a variety of activities within the school itself.  These activities include language honor societies and language clubs, where students can utilize their language skills.  Our goal is to help the language student become proficient at a level of competency commensurate with the level of study.

Modern and Classical language offerings at Montclair High School are full year courses and earn 5.0 credits.  All courses are open to students in grades 9-12.  Those with no previous exposure to the language, or with very little experience in it, should register for the first year course.  For students (including native speakers) wishing to continue the study of a Modern and Classical language at their level of proficiency, opportunities will be provided within the department to assist with the appropriate placement.   Successful completion of any language course or its equivalent is strongly recommended before the student considers the next sequential course.  We offer regular, honors, high honors and AP levels in most languages.

At the completion of all Level I courses students will be able to: 

1. Understand and express the spoken and written language and respond appropriately to questions based on basic familiar vocabulary and structures.  Topics for interpretation and expression will include descriptions of the student (age, physical characteristics, likes, dislikes) and their family (composition, residence, habits), the school day (classes, friends, sports), and the importance of the language in various careers.

2. Comprehend an explanation of basic grammar concepts, participate in oral discussion by answering questions about a given text and engaging in limited ad-lib conversation, and pronounce words with correct intonation.

3. Compare and contrast their own culture with that being studied, including: daily routines (asking for and receiving directions, going to school, after school activities, dining habits and schedules), celebrations of holidays and festivals, social behavior (gestures, forms of address) and recreational activities (travel, hobbies, likes and dislikes), as well as arts such as music and dance.

At the completion of all Level II courses, the student, in addition to the skills in Level I, will be able to:

1. Respond appropriately to instructions and questions as spoken at a reasonable speed by the teacher and, with practice, by native speakers on tape as well as continue to build skills toward an increased ability.

2. Initiate, sustain, and bring to closure an elementary conversation. They will also be able to respond in the major time frames to questions and statements as well as understand the concepts and details of connected prose (narratives and dialogues) in a familiar context that may contain unfamiliar material.

3. Engage in dialogues and/or role-playing situations (e.g., simple introductions, restaurant visits, doctor’s office visits, travel situations, asking for directions, shopping).

4. Write, under controlled conditions, simple notes, letters, post cards, synopses, narratives and dialogues in the major time frames.

At the completion of Level III courses, the students will be able to:   

1. Respond appropriately to everyday conversations and situations in the classroom and to instructions and questions based on designated reading material and classroom discussions.

2. Demonstrate oral and written competency in everyday situations (e.g. asking directions, buying airplane/train tickets, visiting a doctor’s office, making phone calls, checking into hotels, food and clothes shopping).

3. Write compositions based on the topics mentioned in #2, write letters, and make ready use of the common idioms learned in previous years.

4. Identify orally and/or in writing a variety of potential career paths possibly employing the target language. 

At the completion of Level IV courses students will be able to:

1. Respond to classroom directions, which deal with the topics of every-day discussion, thematic topics, directed dialogues and homework assignments in the target language.  Also, respond to statements, initiate, and sustain conversations with stronger linguistic accuracy.

2. Comprehend and discuss the content of a reading passage and/or dialogue from the text and/or supplementary materials, including authentic materials gained through technological devices, as well as comprehend an explanation of advanced grammar concepts in the target language whenever possible and apply them in communicative situations.

3. Compose written paragraphs from literary readings, and participate in oral discussions by answering oral questions about the text and/or supplementary materials.

4. Discuss the geography, history, and customs of the people speaking the target language via oral reports, projects, supplementary readings and demonstrations.

At the completion of Level V courses students will be able to:

1. Comprehend, communicate, and participate in a conversation conducted totally in the target language as well as read and comprehend the literary works studied.

2. Answer questions accurately based on material studied, participate in oral discussions on current events, and discuss with a certain degree of knowledge the literary works studied.

3. Sustain understanding of connected discourse on a number of topics pertaining to different times and places.

4. Write well-constructed essays in the target language.

*
This level designates the AP Language course for most languages.

At the completion of Level VI courses students will be able to:

1. Comprehend and interact on topics discussed in class such as current events or a book read by the entire class using a wide range of vocabulary and idioms on non-specialized subjects of general interest. 

2. Read with comprehension everyday materials and unabridged literary masterpieces from authors mandated by the Advanced Placement College Board.

3. Express themselves logically with increasing accuracy in multiple formats in a variety of time frames.

4. Write essays of reasonable accuracy on subjects dealt with in the readings or class discussion.

*
This level designates the AP Literature course for most languages.

In moving from one level to another, it is possible for a student to participate in total immersion programs outside of Montclair High School.  Should a student opt for a program outside of the high school, it is important that the student check with the Language Department representative or someone in the Guidance Department to determine eligibility for credit.  Students coming from outside the district are eligible to take an exam/test to determine placement in the appropriate language level.

PLEASE NOTE:  Students who elect to change levels must have a written request from their parents/guardians.  The written request should include a just reason for the change and be approved by the department representative/supervisor and the Director of Guidance. It is strongly urged that students follow the recommendation of the teacher for level placement in order to be successful.

The following chart represents an overview of the offerings in the Modern and Classical Languages Department and the recommended sequence of courses.

	
	REGULAR
	HONORS
	HIGH HONORS
	ADVANCED PLACEMENT

	9th GRADE
	Spanish Culture and Literacy
	French I, II, III  
	 
	

	
	
	German I  
	
	

	
	
	Italian I 
	
	 

	
	
	Latin I, II
	
	

	
	Spanish I, II, III
	Spanish I, II, III
	
	

	10th GRADE
	
	French I, II, III
	
	

	
	
	German I, II 
	
	

	
	
	Italian I, II

Italian I/II 
	
	

	
	
	Latin I, II III
	Latin III/IV
	 

	
	Spanish I, II, III
	Spanish I, II, III, 
	Spanish IV
	

	11th GRADE
	
	French III, IV
	French V
	

	
	
	German I, II 

German III
	German IV
	French V

	
	
	Italian I, II

Italian I/II

Italian III
	
	

	
	Spanish I, II, III
	Spanish I, II, III
	Spanish IV
	Spanish V

Spanish VI

	
	
	Latin II, III 
	
	

	12th GRADE
	
	French V

French II,III, IV
	
	French V

	
	
	German II

German III, 
	German IV
	German V

	
	
	Italian II  

Italian III
	Italian IV
	

	
	Spanish II, III
	Spanish II, III,
	Spanish Culture through Cinema

Spanish IV
	Spanish V

	
	
	Latin III 
	Latin IV
	 Latin V


In the descriptions that follow, all of these outcomes are detailed for each of the department’s languages and interwoven with the associated structures needed to be functional in the target languages.  All courses align with the Core Content Standards: Classical and Modern Languages.
FRENCH COURSES

FRENCH I-Honors 201

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  None

The beginning course starts with conversational French and continues with an emphasis on listening and speaking.  Basic grammatical constructions and vocabulary from themes of everyday living allow students to express themselves on subjects of common interest.  The cultural components of the course are built into the various lessons.  Conversational patterns cover the basic constructions and present the essentials of the present tense, the futur proche of regular and some irregular verbs.  In addition, subject pronouns, adjectives, the negatives and the interrogatives are studied.  Vocabulary is expanded through typical activities of French-speaking youngsters and listening and speaking are integrated with reading and writing.   

FRENCH II-Honors 203

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  French I or equivalent from middle school

This course continues to develop proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Attention is given to expanding the present tense system, introducing the past tense, the imperative, and the use of some object pronouns.  French speakers and French life styles continue to provide materials for the language practice through daily oral work, and students approach fluency in a range of constructions.  Vocabulary building continues with practical and useful expressions.  Readings continue to be culturally oriented and writing becomes more automatic and sophisticated.  

FRENCH III- Honors 205

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  French II or equivalent from middle school

In French III, the tense and pronoun systems are extended. Themes for speaking and reading are used to continually widen the student's cultural horizons.  Freer use is made of the language patterns already mastered.  This level also provides a review and intensification of French grammar with continued attention being given to active control of listening and speaking.  Idioms become more important and reading and writing is more extensive, partly through excerpts from French literature.  Students at this level generally begin to function independently in the foreign language.

FRENCH IV- High Honors 207

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  French III or equivalent from middle school and a grade of 80 or higher

With continued attention to active control of listening and speaking, the review and intensification of French grammar is continued with finer points of grammar being taught.  Reading and writing are further developed, largely based on culture and some literature.  Students at this level continue developing an ability to function with reasonable independence in the language.

FRENCH V - 209 AP Language

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  French IV and a grade of 85 or higher and teacher’s recommendation

This is the fifth year of French and is recommended for students who desire to further refine their language skills.  It is also for students interested in working on the literature, art, and culture of the French-speaking world. 

GERMAN COURSES

GERMAN I –Honors-221

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12 Honors

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  None

This is a course for students who have never studied German before.  It introduces them to the basic patterns of German pronunciation, word order, and grammar.  A basic vocabulary is established.  All four skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) but especially listening and speaking are developed.  Some writing is done.  Basic conversations and conversational patterns are stressed.  The grammatical patterns are expanded, and the concept of case is taught.  The present tense is introduced and imperatives are included.  Through discussions, the student also learns basics about the geography and culture of Germany, Switzerland, Austria, famous figures, places, customs, and songs.  
GERMAN II Honors - 223

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12   

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  German I Honors

This second year course builds on German I.  The emphasis is more on speaking German in the classroom.  The study of grammar is continued and intensified and the conversational past is introduced.  Grammatical structures in the readings are used as a basis of learning the adjectival and prepositional concepts of German.  Students write compositions and do map studies.  Opportunity is given to students to combine creativity with the study of German.  Vocabulary study is intensified, as is the ability to express oneself in German.   The reading and speaking skills are developed further through selections that convey the customs and activities of German-speaking countries.  Group projects, where a student can gain self-confidence in the use of German, are organized and presented.  
GERMAN III – Honors -225

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12  

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  German II Honors

Students review fundamental grammatical points and learn more sophisticated structures and tenses, such as the construction of complex sentences and the finer points of word order.  The students write compositions and short presentations and deliver them to the class in order to improve their writing and speaking skills and to build confidence in using German as a communication medium.  This course introduces the students to important historical figures and events and their influence on the culture and customs of the times.  Readings and research papers will focus on the significance of German art, literature, music, and the periods of political turmoil and upheaval. The 19th century poetry will include the most famous poems by Goethe, Heine and Schiller.  The poems will be analyzed from the perspectives of rhyme and meter.
GERMAN IV – High Honors-227

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12   

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  German III Honors

Fourth year German is a continuation of fine-tuning the communication skills.  Writing and reading skills are further developed with continued reinforcement and review of the four cases; uses of prepositions, and past participles thus expanding the students' knowledge of the intricate German structure.  Whenever possible and appropriate cultural and literary enrichment is continued through a variety of instructional media. Students will read many works of literature, sometimes in a concise form and continue memorizing classical German poetry.

GERMAN V- AP 229

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12  

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite: German IV HH, a grade of 85 or higher and teacher’s recommendation

In this course, students will enhance their German language skills by refining their knowledge of grammar, their conversational fluency, and their ability to read, interpret and respond to a variety of literary and non-literary texts.  The course continues to foster an appreciation of the culture, art, and music of German speaking countries.

ITALIAN COURSES

ITALIAN I- Honors-231

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits
Prerequisite:  None

This course is for students who have never studied the language formally.  Particular attention is given to the development of the four basic skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing, with special emphasis on the first two.  A variety of activities and drills are used to master basic vocabulary and to stimulate students to speak the language in the present tense.  Reading for comprehension is begun at this level, and the student is introduced to selected cultural material.  

ITALIAN II-Honors-233

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Italian I

Italian II is recommended for students who have had Italian I.  This course reviews the basic notions of the language.  Dialogues and readings about Italian culture introduce the student to the understanding of Italian literature and civilization.  Using a variety of drills and audio-visual aids, grammar is introduced as the need arises.  The study of the language continues to develop the four basic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Emphasis is given to grammar and more to the use of the language itself in a given situation.  
ITALIAN III -Honors 235

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Italian II Honors

This course is offered to the students who have satisfactorily completed the first two years of the language and to those whose native language is Italian.  Major Italian writers are selected for reading to give the student an opportunity to use and enjoy the mastery of Italian grammar and vocabulary acquired in the first two years of language study.  Short reports and group dialogues also serve the purpose of expanding on the material learned in formal situations.

ITALIAN IV – High Honors 237

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Italian III Honors

This course is recommended for students who have finished Italian III.  A major emphasis on speaking, reading-comprehension, and writing further enhances students’ language skills.  These skills are reinforced through selected Italian literary works and special attention given to research, critical thinking, and social participation.
CLASSICS COURSES

LATIN I- Honors 241

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  None

This beginning course covers the fundamentals of grammar and vocabulary, and teaches, in a functional way, the inflections and principles of grammar needed for reading and translating simple Latin stories.  All six tenses (active) are studied for verbs of the first, second, third, and fourth conjugations together with nouns of the first, second, and third declensions and adjectives of the first and second declensions.  Translations of edited Latin stories give a background of Roman life, history and mythology.  Skills in English are developed through a study of the contribution of Latin to our vocabulary.  Students give oral presentations on aspects of Roman daily life as well as work on group projects for visual presentations.
LATIN II -Honors 243

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Latin I Honors

The second year Latin course continues the study of grammar and vocabulary with the reading of simplified stories based on episodes of human history and excerpts from Latin Literature. The fourth and fifth noun declensions, personal and reflexive pronouns, third declension adjectives, relative and interrogative pronouns, ablative constructions, the passive voice, and are mastered through a variety of drills and other practice activities.  Students study cultural and historical backgrounds and English derivatives.  Students are required to give oral presentations on Roman government, the military, and the expansion of the Empire.

LATIN III -Honors 245

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Latin II Honors

The third year Latin course brings the majority of the grammatical elements to completion.  The forms and common uses of the subjunctive are mastered, and selected passages, some in the original, are translated, analyzed and interpreted as a continuing review of Latin syntax.  Classical pieces of literature are studied in original form such as Petronius’ Satyricon.  The study of myths, culture, and the Roman art of war are discussed through student presentations and projects.  The English debt to Latin, both linguistic and cultural, continues to be stressed.  Students are required to give oral presentations on mythology and culture.

ACCELERATED LATIN III/IV High Honors

Full year-5 credits

Prerequisite—Latin I and II

Since Latin was dropped from one of our middle schools, taking the AP Latin course would be nearly impossible for students who begin their study of Latin in the 9th grade. Students will research the myths of other cultures and compare them to Greco-Roman myths.

This course would cover all Latin III in semester I and all Latin IV in semester II. Latin III completes most of the grammar, including the entire subjunctive. Latin IV covers primary sources, such as Caesar, Cicero and Pliny as well as an introduction to major poets, such as Ovid, Catullus, and Vergil. The poetry would cover scansion, meter, literary devices and historical settings. All work would be in preparation for the AP course.

LATIN IV -High Honors 247

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Latin III Honors

In the fourth year course, all the noun and pronoun declensions and all the verb conjugations are reviewed in their entirety through a variety of drills and exercises.  The most sophisticated uses of the subjunctive are studied, as are specialized clauses and verbal elements such as gerundives and supine’s. The art of translation is refined as prose works of Caesar, Livy, Cicero, et. al. continue to give the student a better understanding of the development of Roman civilization and literary forms.  Samples of poetry from Horace, Ovid, and Virgil introduce the student to the technique of Latin versification while deepening the exposure to civilization and mythology.  Students will debate the trial of Milo and Cicero’s defense. 

LATIN V AP Vergils’ Aeneid- 249

Full Year—5 credits

Prerequisite:  Completion of Latin IV HH with a grade of 85 or higher and instructor’s recommendation

Students will study Vergil’s Aeneid as per the guidelines of the AP exam in preparation for the exam.   The course conforms to college Latin courses of the fourth through sixth semesters.  Emphasis is placed on reading, translating, and analyzing primary sources, explicating phrases, scanning meters, and discussing structure of poetry. 

SPANISH COURSES

SPANISH I- 259

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits
Prerequisite:  None

This is the first years of Spanish for students who have never formally studied the language before.  Particular attention is given to the development of the four basic skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing, with special emphasis on the first two.  A variety of activities and drills are used to master basic vocabulary and common expressions.  Students are stimulated to speak Spanish from the very beginning.  Reading and listening for comprehension also begins at this level, as does written expression.  Cultural components are incorporated into the various lessons, and vocabulary is expanded by means of typical activities engaged in by youngsters.  Through discussion, videos, tapes, etc. students also learn basics about the geography, history and cultures of Spanish-speaking countries.

SPANISH I - Honors 257

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits
Prerequisite:  None

In addition to Spanish I, an honors class is offered in this subject.  This course incorporates the same principles as Spanish I.  Students in Spanish I Honors utilize higher level thinking skills - more open-ended application of the skills acquired during the first year.  An emphasis is placed on reading, research, critical thinking, social participation and oral and written communication skills. The pace of this course is double that of the regular level.
SPANISH II- 263
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Spanish I 

In second year Spanish, the four basic skills are strengthened with further emphasis on the indicative tenses, reading for comprehension, vocabulary building and cultural material.  Students are expected to further expand their conversational skills by way of skits, presentations and dialogues.  Cultural selections are read and discussed orally in class and in writing through assignments outside of class.

SPANISH II – Honors- 261

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits
Prerequisite: Spanish I Honors 

This level of Spanish has the students take the skills acquired and use them more intensively in a creative fashion.  The material is covered at a higher level (much more material is covered in this class) than Spanish II.  An emphasis is placed on reading, research, critical thinking, social participation and oral and written communication skills.

SPANISH III- 267
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Spanish II

The third year of Spanish offers a reinforcement of the basic indicative tenses covered during the first two years with continuous reviews and drills of the same.  Vocabulary building and other grammatical structures are emphasized to further improve conversational skills in the language.  Spanish III offers units on Hispanic readings and the culture of Spain and Latin America. This is a terminal course and students cannot go on to Spanish IV from this level.

SPANISH III – Honors- 265

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Spanish II

In the honors section of Spanish III, students are required to perform at a higher level of proficiency in the language.  The students are engaged in more active use of the language through original/creative dialogue construction, narration, role-playing and open-ended materials.  Students are formally introduced to the reading of selected literary works in conjunction with research, critical thinking, social participation, and oral and written communication skills.


SPANISH IV– High Honors-269

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Spanish III Honors and a grade of 80 or higher

The primary goal of fourth year Spanish is to further enhance language skills with greater emphasis on speaking, comprehension, and writing.  Units of work are comprised of selected Hispanic literature, art and culture as in courses previously offered.  Special attention is given to reading, research, critical thinking, social participation, and oral and written communication skills. In this course, the student begins preparation in the literature requirement for the Advanced Placement Exam.

SPANISH V –AP Language- 273

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Spanish IV HH with a grade of 85 or higher and teacher’s recommendation

This course is intended for students who wish to refine their language skills and continue working on selected Spanish and Latin American literature, art, music, and culture. There will be an emphasis on numerous materials included in the list of authors required by the Advanced Placement College Board.

SPANISH VI – AP Literature 277

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Spanish V AP Language with a grade of 80 or higher and teacher’s recommendation

This course is intended for the advanced student of Spanish who has completed the sequence of courses through Spanish V.  The student is expected to exhibit proficiency in more complex structures of the Spanish language.  New works of the list of authors required by the Advanced Placement College Board are introduced and special attention is given to reading, research, critical thinking, social participation, and oral and written communication skills.  

Introduction to Spanish Language and Culture through Cinema High Honors-278

Full year—5 credits

Prerequisite—Spanish V Language AP

This course is designed to enhance oral and written skills in Spanish while increasing the familiarity with Hispanic cultures through their manifestation in cinema. Grammar exercises will be combined with oral discussion of cultural topics and writing compositions. There will be a workshop for each composition intended to improve writing techniques and to practice strategies for revision. There will be ten film showings throughout the year. Certain songs and literary short stories will be reviewed in coordination with some of the films.
SPANISH CULTURE AND LITERACY

Full year—5 credits

Introductory level

This course is designed for the student who a) wants to fulfill the one-year high school graduation requirement for World Languages or b) wants to take a class, which could serve to bridge the gap from middle school to high school, and reinforces as well as introduces basic concepts of conversational Spanish.

If a student who takes this class wishes to continue with his/her study of Spanish, the next step would be Spanish I (not Spanish II). It should be noted that this course is not recognized by the NCAA as a core requirement.

A special education teacher would co-teach the course with a general education teacher providing a less restrictive environment than the current option of resource center Spanish I. As a consequence, more classified students would be mainstreamed since this course is a general education course. The number of students in the Resource Center would be reduced and more appropriate placement of students would be the results.

*
Placement exams administered in the 8th grade determine placement in the 9th grade level of Spanish. Students with no prior study of Spanish should enter at Spanish I—regular or honors can be determined by the student, parent and guidance counselor, depending on the follow-up courses the student may wish to take.

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT
[image: image9.wmf]
The Mathematics Department provides a variety of course offerings to help prepare students for a future in a technological society.  Computer science classes offer instruction in computer science concepts, theory, and applications.  These courses teach problem solving using high-level languages such as JAVA.  The High Honors program provides a fast-paced academic atmosphere that encourages students who study calculus, statistics, or advanced computer science to take the Advanced Placement examinations.  Honors and regular classes offer college-preparatory math in a cooperative learning atmosphere in preparation for PSAT and SAT exams.  Star math classes provide special instruction for students, where needed, in addition to regular class instruction.  All math classes prepare students for the HSPA High Honors courses are intended for students with strong prior mathematical experiences.  Review is not an essential component of instruction.  Honors classes include some review within the context of new material.  Students are encouraged to take a math course every year in order to fulfill the graduation requirement and to be prepared to further their education after high school.

IN ORDER FOR OUR STUDENTS TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF OUR MATHEMATICS COURSE OFFERINGS, THE DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS THE FOLLOWING SEQUENCE OF COURSES:
	Grade 8
	Algebra B HH
	Connected Math
	Geometry HH

	Grade 9
	Alg I H

Alg I HH

Alg II HH

Alg, I/II HH*
	IMP

I/II HH
	Alg I

Alg I H

Alg I HH

Alg, I/II HH*
	IMP I H

IMP I HH
	Alg. II

HH
	IMP

I/II HH



	Grade 10
	Geom H
Geom HH
Alg I/II HH (Pt. 2)
	IMP

III HH
	Geom

Geom H

Geom  HH
	IMP II H 

IMP II HH
	Trig/Calc HH
	IMP III HH

	Grade 11
	Alg. II H

Alg.II HH

Trig/Calc HH

Pre-Calc H
	IMP IV HH
	Alg II

Alg II H

Alg II HH

Pre Calc Reg/H
	IMP III H

IMP III HH
	AP Calculus

AB or BC
	IMP IV HH

	Grade 12
	Calculus H

AP Calculus AB or BC

AP Stats


	Pre Calc

Reg/H

Calculus H

Statistics H
	IMP IV H

IMP IV

HH
	AP Calculus BC

AP Stats

Calc III


	AP Calculus AB

AP Stats


Reminder- Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II taught at the middle school level do NOT count towards high school credit.

* Three-semester course

INTERACTIVE MATH PROGRAM (IMP)

The Interactive Mathematics Program (IMP) is a four-year high school curriculum that can be taken instead of the traditional four-year high school curriculum.  Interactive Math integrates algebra, geometry, probability, statistics and pre-calculus, offering five units per year covering each of these areas of study.  This program goes beyond the traditional curriculum in that it offers statistics, probability and pre-calculus skills including derivatives, derivation of e, and other limit problems.  

*Students who successfully complete Algebra 1 in middle school are allowed to take IMP I / II which combines the non-Algebra 1 units from Years 1 and 2 of the Interactive Math curriculum.  This will enable the student to take advanced placement classes in the twelfth grade.

IMP I H 419IMP H

Grade-9   Level - Honors (High Honors by contract)

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

Units included in the course:  1) Patterns: representing patterns algebraically and in table form.  2) The Game of Pig: conditional probability multi-stage experiments, risk analysis, expected value.  3) Overland Trail: linear and non-linear functions, represented graphically, textually, and algebraically.  4) The Pit and the Pendulum: standard deviation, normal distribution, curve fitting.  5) Shadows: geometry of polygons and triangles, and trigonometry of right triangles.

IMP II H - 429IMP H

Grade-10   Level - Honors (High Honors by contract)

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IMP I (C or better)

Units included in the course:  1) Solve It: solving linear equations and quadratic equations; using graphs to solve equations. 2) Is There Really a Difference? X2 statistic. 3) Do Bees Build It Best? geometry of area and volume, trigonometry, and Pythagorean Theorem.  4) Cookies:  linear programming in two-space.  5) All About Alice: exponents, scientific notation, logarithms.

IMP I/II HH – 409IMP HH

Grade-9   Level - High Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Recommendation from middle school teacher.

This year includes all of the above except Patterns, Overland Trail, Solve It! and Is There Really a Difference?
IMP III - 439IMP H

Grades-10, 11 Level - Honors (High Honors by contract)

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of IMP II (C or better)

Units included in the course: 1) Fireworks: parabolic graphs and alternative expressions of quadratic functions used to solve real-world problems.  2) Orchard Hideout: geometry of circles, area, volume, distance between two points and between a point and a line, midpoint formula.  3) Meadows or Malls: linear programming in n-space, matrix algebra, graphing in three-space.  4) Small World, Isn’t It? Exponential growth and functions to describe it, logarithms, derivative, natural logarithms and derivations of e. 5) Pennant Fever: probability topics such as combinations and permutations, binomial distributions and binomial theorem, Pascal’s Triangle.
IMP IV H - 449IMP H

Grades-11, 12   Level - Honors (High Honors by contract)

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IMP III (C or better)

Units included in the course: 1) High Dive: circular function trigonometry, graphing trig functions, physics of falling objects, polar coordinates, Pythagorean identity.  2) As the Cube Turns: programming on the calculator, transformations in two and three dimensions, angle sum and difference formulae.  3) Know How: skills to enable students to learn math concepts independently, radian measure, and quadratic formula, law of sines and cosines, complex numbers.  4) The World of Functions: function interrelationships, multiple forms of representing functions, determining which function applies to a given body of data, combining functions.  5) The Pollster’s Dilemma: central limit theorem, sampling size and its relationship to accuracy of predictions, confidence intervals, margin of error in polling. 
ALGEBRA I HH 4309
Grade- 9   Level- High Honors

Full Year - 5 credits  

Prerequisite:

The student earns an A in 8th grade Math and

The student earns 90% or better on the midterm exam and

The student scores in the 80th percentile on the Terra Nova

The student scores in the proficient range for the GEPA.

This course will provide the student with an in-depth instruction, at an accelerated pace, in a cooperative learning environment.  The student must have self-motivation and the ability to comprehend reading materials.  The course is designed for students who had algebra previously, and want to reinforce their skills.  This would enable them to accelerate their math sequence and move towards an AP sequence.  At the completion of the course the student will understand the operations with algebraic symbols, elementary set theory, solutions to linear equations and inequalities, graphing of algebraic functions and relationships, elementary statistics and probability, along with algebraic fractions and factoring.  Problem-solving and critical thinking is emphasized throughout the course, along with the application of the scientific calculator.

Proficiencies:

· Understanding of variable expressions and solving equations.

· Students will develop problem-solving strategies using algebraic concepts.  

· Familiarity with the coordinate plane and linear equations.

· Understanding of factoring and applications of factoring in solving equations.

ALGEBRA I 429; 4299 - ninth grade
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12   Level- Honors

Full Year -5 credits

Prerequisites:

The student has earned a B in 8th grade Math and

The student scores at least a B on the midterm and

The student scores in the 60th percentile on the Terra Nova

This course will provide the student with an in-depth instruction, a fast pace of instruction, and a cooperative learning environment.  The student must have self-motivation and the ability to comprehend reading materials.  This course is an introduction to a more abstract and generalized form of mathematics than arithmetic.  At the completion of the course the student will understand the operations with algebraic symbols, elementary set theory, solution of linear equalities and inequalities, graphing algebraic functions and relationships, elementary statistics and probability.  Problem-solving and critical thinking are emphasized throughout the course, along with the application of the scientific calculator. 

Proficiencies:

· Understanding of variable expressions and solving equations.

· Students will develop problem-solving strategies using algebraic concepts.  

· Familiarity with the coordinate plane and linear equations.

· Understanding of factoring and applications of factoring in solving equations

ALGEBRA I 431; 4319 - ninth grade
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12    Level- Regular

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisites: Students must pass Pre-Algebra

This course will provide the student with a traditional pace of instruction, a more individualized instruction and a cooperative learning environment.  This course is an introduction to a more abstract and generalized form of mathematics than arithmetic.  At the completion of this course the student will understand the operations with algebraic symbols, elementary set theory, solution of linear equalities and inequalities, graphing algebraic functions and relationships, elementary statistics and probability.  Problem-solving and critical thinking are emphasized throughout the course, along with the application of the scientific calculator. 

Proficiencies:
· Understanding of variable expressions and equations.

· Students will develop problem-solving strategies using algebraic concepts.

· Familiarity with the coordinate plane and linear equations.  

· Understanding and applications of factoring.

ALGEBRA I   8431


Grades - 9, 10

Full Year - 5 credits
        
Prerequisite: Recommendation by the Child Study Team



Algebra I 8431 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  It is designed for those students who require individualized and small group instruction. The goals and objectives in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the course.  Students will be aware of the operations with algebraic symbols, solutions of linear equations and inequalities, graphing algebraic functions and elementary statistics.  Problem solving and HSPA concepts are emphasized throughout the course.

ESSENTIALS OF ALGEBRA AND MATHEMATICAL PATTERNS  
8410
Grade – 9

Full Year – 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Recommendation by the Child Study Team

Essentials of Algebra and Mathematical Patterns are a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  The goals and objectives in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the course. This course is designed for students who need additional reinforcement in number sense, arithmetic skills, basic algebra and patterns.  The major focus is on every day, real-world application and skills coupled with strengthening analytical thinking skills.  HSPA concepts and skills will be introduced.

GEOMETRY HH 447
Grades- 9, 10   Level- High Honors

Full Year -5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successfully complete Algebra I High Honors with an “A” or better or Algebra II High Honors with a “B” or better or teacher recommendation from Algebra I Honors.

Geometry High Honors provides the student with a faster, more rigorous and more in depth mode of instruction.  This course is intended for students with strong prior mathematical experiences.  Fundamental algebra topics will be treated as review within the context of geometrical concepts.  Higher order critical thinking skills and cooperative learning are fostered in an academic environment.  At the completion of the course, the student will be able to understand the basic properties of geometric figures such as points, lines, planes, polygons and circles, reason deductively, and be able to solve problems involving area, volume, and coordinate geometry.  Students are expected to read well and complete homework every night.  Tools needed for the course are compass, protractor, ruler and scientific calculator.

Proficiencies:

· Differentiate among various properties of one, two and three-dimensional figures.

· Develop reasoning skills in proving theorems by applying definitions, theorems and postulates to diagrams and proofs
GEOMETRY H 449
Grades- 9, 10   Level- Honors

Full Year -5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successfully complete Algebra I Honors with a “C” or better or teacher recommendation from Algebra I Regular.
Geometry Honors provides the student instruction at a fast pace.  Critical thinking skills are emphasized in a cooperative learning environment.  At the completion of the course, the student will be able to understand the basic properties of geometric figures such as points, lines, planes, polygons and circles, reason deductively, and be able to solve problems involving area, volume, and coordinate geometry.  Students are expected to read and do homework every night.  Tools needed for the course are compass, protractor, ruler and scientific calculator.

Proficiencies:

· Differentiate among various properties of one and two-dimensional figures.

· Justify statements by recognizing and applying definitions, theorems and postulates as they relate to diagrams.

GEOMETRY 451
Grades- 10, 11, 12 Levels -Regular

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successfully complete Algebra I.

This course will provide the student with a traditional pace of instruction, a more individualized instruction and a cooperative learning environment.  At the completion of the course, the student will be able to understand the basic properties of geometric figures involving transformations and congruence, measurement formulas, similarity, area and volume, indirect reasoning and an introduction to trigonometry.  Students are expected to be able to read and solve problems each night.  Tools needed for this course are compass, protractor, ruler and scientific calculator.

Proficiencies:  
· Differentiate among various properties of one and two-dimensional figures.

· Apply definitions, theorems and postulates to analyze diagrams and draw conclusions

GEOMETRY 8451

Grades- 10, 11

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra I and recommendation by the Child Study Team

Geometry 8451 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  It is designed for those students who require individualized and small group instruction. The goals and objectives in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the course. Students will develop knowledge of fundamental geometric concepts.  Students will learn to use inductive and deductive reasoning, to identify and apply properties of geometric relations in plane and space, and demonstrate an ability to use a calculator to solve multi-step word problems.  HSPA skills and real world application of concepts are emphasized.

ESSENTIALS OF GEOMETRY AND MATHEMATICAL REASONING 
8411
Grade – 10 

Full Year – 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Essentials of Algebra and Mathematical Patterns and recommendation by the Child Study Team

Essentials of Geometry and Mathematical Reasoning are the second year course and are intended to follow the Essentials of Algebra course. It is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  The goals and objectives in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the course.  The course focuses on basic geometric concepts, spatial sense, measurement and definitions while reinforcing arithmetic and algebraic skills.  Real-world applications and analytical skills are stressed.  HSPA concepts and skills will be incorporated and reinforced.

ALGEBRA II 439

Grades- 10, 11, 12    Level-Regular

Full Year – 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra I (C or better)

This elective is a continuation of Algebra I.  The first part of the course is an in-depth review of the concepts that were taught in Algebra I with more emphasis on problem solving.  The new subject matter includes functional notation, linear and quadratic functions and their graphs, the quadratic formula, radicals, and imaginary and complex numbers. Successful students will be proficient in the following areas:

1. Functional notation 

2. Graph linear and quadratic functions

3. The quadratic function

ALGEBRA II 8439

Grades - 11, 12

Full Year - 5 credits


Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I and/or Geometry and recommendation by the Child Study Team   

Algebra II 8439 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  It is designed for those students who require individualized and small group instruction. The goals and objectives in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the course.  Course work begins with a  review of Algebra I and then proceeds on an individual basis to reinforce and expand on the foundations and systems of equations, graphing, inequalities, linear and quadratic equations.  HSPA skills and real world application of concepts are emphasized.

APPLIED MATHEMATICS 
8412
Grades – 11-12

Full Year – 5 Credits

Prerequisite:  Two years of math and recommendation by the Child Study Team

Applied Mathematics is designed for students who need to fulfill the third year graduation requirement or who still need additional reinforcement of basic math skills. It is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  The goals and objectives in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the course.  The course focuses on practical problem-solving that is found in social, consumer and career aspects of adult life.  Sample topics include budgeting, credit, income tax, calculating a tip, and working with percentages to determine the discount on sale items. Emphasis is given to arithmetic skills, geometry, and algebra and HSPA preparation.
ALGEBRA II H   437

Grades- 10, 11, 12 Level – Honors

Full Year – 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Algebra I H – grade B or above

This course will provide the student with in-depth instruction at a fast pace.  It is an extension of Algebra I.  At the completion of this course, the student will be able to understand radicals, rational exponents, functional notation, absolute value, logarithms; solve quadratic equations, systems of equations and rational equations. It is expected that students who successfully complete this course will have developed proficiency in the following areas:

1. Simplify and operate with polynomials

2. Solve linear and quadratic equations

3. Factor algebraic expressions

ALGEBRA I/II HH 4349

Grades – 9    Level – High Honors

3 Semesters – 7.5 Credits

Prerequisites:

· Algebra I HH with an average of 85% or above

· Proficient Score on GEPA (220 or higher)

· 80% or above on midterm and final exam

This course will provide the student with in-depth instruction with an emphasis on certain Algebra I topics and arithmetic operations. This course is a comprehensive study of mathematics in preparation for a course in calculus.   At the end of this course, the student will be able to solve linear and quadratic equations, factor, use rational and irrational expressions, and work with exponential and logarithmic functions, complex numbers and analytic geometry.  Successful students will be able to:

1. Use and operate with logarithms

2. Derive the general equations for the conic sections

3. Operate with matrices

ALGEBRA II HH   435

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12 Level – High Honors

Full Year – 5 credits

Prerequisites:
· 10th grade – Geometry HH with an average of 85% or above or 

· Algebra I HH with an average of 85% or above

· 9th grade – Algebra I with an average of 95% or above 
· Advanced proficient on the GEPA 85% or above on exit exam and teacher recommendation
This course will provide the student with in-depth instruction at an accelerated pace.  This course is a comprehensive study of mathematics in preparation for a course in calculus.   At the end of this course, the student will be able to solve linear and quadratic equations, factor, use rational and irrational expressions, and work with exponential and logarithmic functions, complex numbers and analytic geometry.  Successful students will be able to:

4. Use and operate with logarithms

5. Derive the general equations for the conic sections

6. Operate with matrices

TRIG HH/INTRODUCTION TO CALCULUS HH 419

Grades-10, 11, 12   Level- High Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: Geometry HH with minimum average of 85% and Algebra II HH with minimum average of 85% or Algebra I/II HH with a minimum average of 95 %, as well as teacher recommendation.
This course will provide the student with a comprehensive study of mathematics in preparation for a course in Advanced Placement calculus.  At the completion of the first half of the course, the student will understand trigonometric functions, graphs and identities, triangle trigonometry, and polar coordinates.  The second half of the course will introduce the student to the topics of differential calculus.  Topics covered include limits, continuity, the derivative and its applications.  As recommended by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, students enrolled in this course should have a mastery of algebra II and geometry.  Students completing this course successfully will be recommended next year for Advanced Placement Calculus.

IMPORTANT NOTE: THOSE STUDENTS WHO WISH TO LEAVE OPEN THE OPTION OF TAKING CALCULUS IN COLLEGE SHOULD INCLUDE PRECALCULUS IN THEIR HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM.

PRECALCULUS H   420
Grades- 11, 12   Level- Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra II H (C or Better)

This course will provide the student with in-depth instruction, a fast pace of instruction and a cooperative learning environment.  The student must have self-motivation and the ability to comprehend reading materials.   The course extends and broadens the concepts of mathematics, which were introduced in previous years.  At the completion of the course, the student will understand the concepts of circular and trigonometric functions and their relationship, polar coordinates, theory of equations, polynomials, sequences and series, and the concept of a limit.   It is recommended that the student have a good background in Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry.

Proficiencies for PreCalculus Honors:
1. Students will be able to use circular definitions of trigonometric functions to solve problems involving triangular relationships applied to the real world, geometric shapes, or otherwise.

2. Students will be able to graph trigonometric equations and evaluate equations involving trigonometric functions, including solving for angle measure.

3. Students will be able to factor polynomials of higher degrees than two with integral roots and recognize the relationship between the factorization and the graph of the function.

4. Students will be able to define sequences recursively and explicitly, and express series using sigma notation.  They will know the basic properties of arithmetic and geometric sequences and series.
PRECALCULUS   422
Grades- 11, 12   Level- Regular

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra II Reg.  or Honors(C or Better)
This course will provide the student with a traditional pace of instruction, a more individualized instruction and a cooperative learning environment.  The course extends and broadens the concepts of mathematics, which were introduced in previous years.  At the completion of the course, the student will understand the concepts of circular and trigonometric functions and their relationship, polar coordinates, theory of equations, polynomials, sequences and series.  It is recommended that the student have a good background in Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry.

AP CALCULUS (AB) 426
Grades-11, 12   Level- AP

Full Year- 5 credits


Prerequisites:  Trig HH with an average of 85 % or better, as well as teacher recommendation

This course will provide the student with a rigorous course in calculus with an accelerated pace in preparation for the AP Examination in AB Calculus.  At the completion of the course, the student will understand the theory and applications of differential and integral calculus.  As recommended by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, students enrolled in this course should have a mastery of algebra II, geometry, and trigonometry.  Students are expected to take the AP Exam in May. It is expected that students who successfully complete the course will have developed proficiency in the following areas:

1. Evaluate limits, derivatives, and integrals.

2. Apply derivatives to related rates, optimization problems, and velocity.

3. Apply integrals to area, volume, and differential equations.

4. Use advanced techniques of integration.

5. Become proficient in the use of the graphic calculator.

Note:  Precalculus Honors is not sufficient preparation for AP Calculus.

CALCULUS HONORS (425)

Grades- 11, 12   Level- Honors
Full Year -5 credits

Prerequisite:  Precalculus Honors with an average of 85% or above

This course will provide the student with a rigorous course in calculus with in-depth instruction in the basic concepts of calculus.  The course is designed for those students not planning to take the Advanced Placement Examination in Calculus.  At the completion of the course, the student will have a clear understanding of the theory of limits, derivatives, integrals, and their applications.  Topics covered include maxima and minima, related rates, area and volume, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions.  As recommended by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, (NCTM), students who enroll in this course should have a mastery of algebra, geometry, and trigonometry.

AP CALCULUS (BC) 428

Grades-11, 12   Level AP

Full Year -5 credits

Prerequisite:  Trig HH / Introduction to Calculus HH with an A average, as well as teacher recommendation.    STUDENTS MUST HAVE TEACHER RECOMMENDATION IN ORDER TO BE ENROLLED IN THIS COURSE.  

This course will provide the student with an extremely fast-paced, rigorous course in calculus in preparation for the Advanced Placement Examination in Calculus BC.  At the completion of the course the student will be able to understand and apply the concepts of limits, continuity, differential calculus, integral calculus, improper integrals, Taylor and MacLaurin polynomials, series and their convergence/divergence, applications of polar coordinates, parametric representations of functions and their derivatives, vectors in the plane and differential equations.  The use of the graphic calculator is incorporated throughout the course. Students are expected to take the AP Exam in Calculus BC in May.

MATHEMATICS ELECTIVES

SAT PREPARATION (461 - 11th) (462 - 12th)
Grades -11, 12   Level- Regular

Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisites:  
· Students will have successfully completed Algebra I and Geometry.

· Fall semester class is reserved for 12th grade students.

· Spring semester class is reserved for 11th grade students.  

This course is designed to review selected concepts in Algebra, Geometry, Probability, Statistics, and other topics, which are assessed on the SAT. The intent of the course is to help students become more proficient in taking the SAT with an emphasis placed on test-taking strategies.

PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS 484

Grades-11, 12   Level - Honors

Full Year 5 credits

Prerequisites: 
· Algebra II H (Grade of A) or
· Algebra II HH (Grade of B or better)
This course provides an alternative to Pre-Calculus for those who wish to include a fourth year of math in the high school program.  Topics covered include exploring data, planning a study (deciding what and how to measure), anticipating patterns (introducing probability and simulation), and statistical inference.  This course may be contracted for credit at the honors level.

Students are encouraged to use their own TI-83/84 plus calculator.  

Successful students will be able to:

1.  Perform exploratory data analysis.

2.  Apply and interpret techniques of statistical inference.

3.  Critique and interpret various research design models. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS   480
Grades-11, 12    Level- AP

Full Year -5 credits 

Prerequisites: 
· Algebra II H (Grade of A) or


· Algebra II HH (Grade of B or better)
This course provides in-depth instruction at a fast pace in a cooperative learning environment.  It is intended for students who have strong mathematics background equivalent to Algebra II. This AP course is designed to prepare students to take the Advanced Placement College Board examination in Statistics.  The instruction in this course is technology and calculator-based.  This course is equivalent to an introductory non-calculus based statistics course offered by the mathematics departments at many colleges and universities.  Those students intending to major in psychology, sociology, health sciences or business may wish to consider taking this course.  Those intending to major in the sciences, engineering, and mathematics or computer science will find this course to be an effective preparation for the upper level calculus-based statistics course that they will take in college.  Those students planning to take an AP science course in their senior year will benefit greatly from AP Statistics in their junior year. The approach taken in this course will allow students to build interdisciplinary connections with other subjects and with their world outside school. 

This course will include the following major topics:  exploring data, planning a study (deciding what and how to measure), anticipating patterns (introducing probability and simulation), and statistical inference. Students are expected to have a TI-83/84 plus calculator.  Students are expected to take the AP Statistics Exam in May.

INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER SCIENCE H 400

Grades-9, 10, 11, 12 Level- Honors

Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisite: Algebra I (Grade of C or better)

This is an elective course which provides students with theory and hands-on training in the field of information technology.  Computer Science Honors is designed to introduce students to principals of computer technologies ranging from computer hardware and operating systems to network security and professionalism.  

The central focus of this course is to give students hands-on experiences in solving real-world issues involving computer hardware and software.  Some of the hands-on activities will involve disassembling a computer, using appropriate tools to diagnose computer problems, and performing preventive maintenance.  Students will be exposed to a variety of computer applications, including graphics presentation software, computer programming software (Microsoft Visual Basic), and 3-D modeling software.

INTERMEDIATE COMPUTER SCIENCE H 404
Grades-10, 11, 12 Level- Honors

Semester - 2.5 credits

Prerequisites:
Algebra II (Grade of C or better)



Introduction to Computer Science H 400

This course will provide the student with in-depth instruction in a high-level computer language at a fast pace in a cooperative learning environment.  Students will obtain extensive hands on experience in the operation of a desktop personal computer.  This course is designed to provide a strong introduction to computer science and structured programming techniques.  Students will gain proficiency in the use of fundamentals to include data types, variables, control structures, repetition, functions, strings, arrays, sub-programs, files and file handling, and elementary graphics. The emphasis is on complex problem solving, algorithm construction, and programming structure, formatting output and programming style.  At the conclusion of the course, the student will be able to write and execute high-level programs with application to business, mathematics, and science.  This course is currently taught in JAVA.

Successful students will be able to:

1. Apply the basic ideas of problem solving with computers.

2. Understand and use the fundamental concepts of OOP.

3. Discuss ethics and ethical behavior in the field of computer science.

4. Discuss problem solving with computers within the context of the software development life cycle.

COMPUTER SCIENCE ADVANCED HONORS 405
Grades-10, 11, 12    Level- High Honors

Semester-2.5 credits

Prerequisites:  Algebra II (Grade of B or better) AND Intermediate Computer Science H 404 (B or better)

This is a rigorous advanced course with emphasis on algorithm design and writing structured programs. Students will learn how to plan, write and execute programs.  This course is designed to be a follow-on course to introduction to computer science.  It takes the topics from the first course and pursues them in greater depth.  This course is intended for those who have some programming experience and wish to further their study of computer science.  This course will be taught in JAVA, subject to availability of hardware.

Successful students will be able to:

1. Solve fundamental data structures

2. Solve problems with simple graphics

3. Develop programs with graphs and tables

4. Understand the fundamental concepts of data abstraction.
COMPUTER SCIENCE ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AB) 406
Grades-10, 11, 12    Level- AP 

Full Year (5 credits) 

Prerequisite: 
Computer Science Advanced Honors 405 (B or better) AND Algebra IIH (Grade of B or better)

This course provides in-depth instruction at an accelerated pace in a cooperative learning environment. It is intended for students who have strong prior structured programming experience and who wish to learn to solve problems using a high-level computer language.  Fundamental topics will be treated as review in the context of the JAVA language.  This course is designed to prepare students to take the Advanced Placement Examination in Computer Science (AB).  The language platform for the AP test is a modified JAVA.  This course emphasizes structured programming methodology (including recursion), and procedural abstraction.  It also includes algorithms, data structures, data abstraction, linked lists, and information hiding. Additional computer science topics include programming in the large, ethics, history of computing, current trends in computing, and careers in computing.  Students are expected to take the AP Exam in Computer Science in May.  

Successful students will be able to:

1. Take the CS AP test in May.

2. Use and implement well-known algorithms and data structures.

3. Code fluently in an object-oriented paradigm using the programming language JAVA.
4. Read and understand a large program consisting of several classes and interacting objects.
ADVANCED COMPUTER TECHNOLOGIES HH (408)
Grades-10, 11, 12    Level- High Honors

Full Year: 5 credits

Prerequisite: 
Intro to Computer Science (Grade of B or better) and Algebra IIH (Grade of B or better)

This course provides students with theory and hands-on training in the field of information technology. Advanced Computer Technology HH is designed to introduce students to advanced principles of computer technologies ranging from computer hardware and operating systems to network security and professionalism.  Students will learn to install, build, upgrade, repair, configure, troubleshoot, optimize, diagnose problems, and to perform preventive maintenance of personal computers and the installed operating systems.  Students will also examine networking concepts, printing and scanning devices, computer security, safety and environmental issues, laptops and portable devices, and communications and professionalism.

The central focus of this course is to give students hands-on experiences in solving real-world issues involving computer hardware and software.  Some of the hands-on activities will involve optimizing performance, using appropriate tools to diagnose problems, and performing preventive maintenance.

Upon completion of the A+ course, students will be prepared to take the CompTIA A+ Essentials exam.  CompTIA A+ certification is an industry-recognized vendor neutral certification which demonstrates one's competency as a computer technician.  CompTIA A+ certification training opens the door to an exciting career in computer technology.

Successful students will be able to:

1. Understand the various components of a computer system—the system board, central processing unit, primary and secondary storage, and peripherals

2. Build and install an operating system on a computer

3. Optimize, diagnose, and repair computer systems

4. Install and configure antivirus, spyware, and other security applications

5. Understand hardware security devices—firewalls, routers, and content-filtering devices

6. Understand network topologies

7. Configure and setup computers in a local area network
[image: image14.wmf]HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION & WELLNESS


PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Grades 10-12) – 1.25 credits per quarter - Through a well-planned and varied program, the goal is for each student to achieve the knowledge and skills required in a comprehensive health and physical education program.  Our program will provide students with a regimen of physical exercise and activity, assist students in the development of physical skills and achievements, encourage students in collaboration and cooperation and instill a lifelong appreciation for physical education. The activities the student will experience are as follows:

· Team sports

· Aerobic and anaerobic movement

· Rhythm movement

· Individual and duel sports

· Fitness and conditioning

· Exercise prescription

The historical, kinesiological, anatomical, and physiological perspectives of physical education are stressed throughout the instruction of all activities.

All dance classes satisfy the requirements for Physical Education.  If taken to satisfy the Physical Education requirement, each course is 3.75 credits with Family Life/Driver’s Education included as 1.25 additional credits.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION (9TH Grade Academy)-1.25 credits per quarter-We believe that physical education is the most critical element of your child’s schooling.  Our primary objective is to facilitate their lifelong health and wellness.  We seek to expose each of our students to a wide variety of lifelong movement activities and strategies to help them become proactive movers and thinkers.  As a 9th grade student, your son or daughter will receive a well-rounded physical education experience intended to develop optimal wellness.  Students will be engaged physically, emotionally, socially and cognitively through an assortment of activities.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Adventure Education – is an activity, which combines self-esteem and group/team relationships with self-testing activities, i.e., pirates crossing, spider web.  Emphasis is on cooperation, self-examination and testing plus new skill development.

Aerobics - is designed to create a base of knowledge in aerobic exercises.  Emphasis will be on the physiology of exercise, cardiovascular endurance, strength, individual fitness and safety.

Archery – is designed to introduce a lifetime sport, basic skills and target shooting.  Emphasis will be on skill development, rules, terminology, precision techniques, aerodynamics and safety.

Badminton – is designed to introduce a lifetime sport and develop basic skills.  Emphasis will be on individual fitness, sportsmanship, rules, terminology and safety.

Balls And Bands – introduces students to two cost effective pieces of fitness equipment.  Through active participation, students will increase health related physical fitness in a safe and developmentally appropriate setting.  All students will demonstrate proper exercise form and training principles while participating in a full body toning program.

Basic Tumbling – is designed to increase skill development and introduce intermediate skills.  Emphasis will be on individual fitness, tumbling routines, rules, terminology and safety.

Basketball – is designed to increase skill development, individual fitness, offensive/defensive strategies, and tournament participation.  Emphasis will be on basic/intermediate skills, fitness, rules, terminology, and safety practices.

Cardio Training-the classes focus on target heart rates, utilizing heart rate monitors and pedometers.  Activities include walking, jogging agilities as well as trips to the YMCA to take advantage of the cardio equipment available there.  Knowing your THR allows you to exercise safely while strengthening the heart and burning calories.

Circuit Training – is designed to provide both strength and conditioning opportunities without the use of any specialized equipment.  Emphasis will be on individual fitness, exercise, cardio vascular endurance, strength and safety.

Cooperative Games – is designed to provide students an opportunity to work together toward a common goal.  Emphasis will be on teamwork, safety, fitness and fair play.

Core Training-activities are geared toward training the core (abdominals) utilizing different equipment such as medicine balls and bosu balls.  A strong core will help to reduce injuries to the body.

Creative Movement - is designed to provide students an opportunity to explore movement education with music.  Emphasis will be on individual fitness, rhythm, routines and safety.

Fencing – is designed to introduce the sport to students.  Emphasis will be on basic skills, offensive/defensive strategies, tournament participation, rules, etiquette, terminology and safety.

Field Hockey – is designed to increase skill development, offensive/defensive strategies, and tournament participation.  Emphasis will be on basic and intermediate skills, individual fitness, rules, terminology and safety.

Flag Football – is designed to utilize the basic skills of football in a non-contact manner.  Emphasis will be on position play, offensive/defensive strategies, rules, terminology and safety.

Floor Hockey – is designed to increase skill development in Ice Hockey and Field Hockey.  Emphasis will be on skills, strategies, tournament participation, individual fitness, rules, terminology and safety.

Golf – is designed to introduce a lifetime sport, new basic skills and game strategies.  Emphasis will be on skill development, individual fitness, basic strategies, golf etiquette, terms and safety.

Gymnastics – is designed to increase skill development, individual fitness, and create routines.  Emphasis will be on intermediate/advanced skills, rules, etiquette, terminology and safety.

Lacrosse - is designed to introduce basic skills and strategies, increase tournament participation and expose students to rules, terminology and safety.

Meditation – is designed to help students understand the mind-body connection and stress reduction.  Emphasis will be on breathing, relaxation and safety.

Pilates – is designed to increase strength in the core muscles.  Emphasis will be on balance, strength, individual fitness and safety.

Responding To Emergencies-empowers students to recognize and safely respond to emergency situations.  Through active participation, students will be able to access the emergency management system and provide appropriate care for breathing and cardiac emergencies.

Soccer – designed to increase skill development, offensive/defensive strategies, and tournament participation.  Emphasis will be on skills, individual fitness, rules, terminology and safety.

Softball – is designed to increase skill development, offensive/defensive strategies and tournament participation.  Emphasis will be on intermediate/advanced level skills, rules, sportsmanship, terminology and safety.

Speedball – is designed to create an integrated sport combining soccer, basketball, and football skills.  Emphasis will be on conversion skills, offensive/defensive strategies, rules, terminology and safety.

Sport Education – is designed to emphasize good sportsmanship and fair play.  Through volleyball, tennis and badminton the emphasis will be on rules, safety and character development.

Sport Of Sorts – is designed to introduce mini units in mass games, individual fitness, and unique team sports.  Emphasis will be on new basic skills, review of basic/intermediate skills, rules, terminology and safety.

Tai Chi – is designed to help students understand the mind-body connection.  Emphasis is on movement, fitness, balance, strength and safety.

Team Hand Ball – is designed to expose students to a new sport, develop basic skills and participate in modified games.  Emphasis is on skill development, offensive/defensive strategies, rules, terminology and safety.

Tennis– is designed to increase intermediate skills, practice basic skills and/or introduce advanced skills.  Emphasis will be on techniques, offensive/defensive strategies, tournament participation, rules, etiquette, terminology and safety.

Ultimate Frisbee-is designed to introduce a fast paced new team activity.  Emphasis is on teamwork, sportsmanship, offensive and defensive transition and safety.

Volleyball – is designed to develop intermediate skills, increase offensive/defensive strategies and team effectiveness.  Emphasis is on skill development, tournament play, rules, terminology and safety.

Weight Training – designed to create a base of knowledge regarding individual fitness and physiology of exercise.  The students will focus on movement and resistance training.  They will learn proper form and technique while improving muscle tone. Emphasis will be on individual progress, rules, training methods, terminology and safety.

Yoga – is designed to help students understand the mind-body connection. It incorporates techniques such as relaxation to help reduce stress and increase flexibility. Emphasis will be on individual fitness, balance, strength, flexibility and safety.

Evaluation Procedures

Students will be evaluated in several areas in order to provide a measuring device for achievement.  These areas are:

1. Preparation
2. Class Participation

3. Effort

4. Knowledge

5. Mastery

6. Skill Mastery

This process allows all students an equal opportunity for a fair grade regardless of their physical attributes. Marking period grades will be determined as follows:

a) Preparation



30%

b)  Participation and Effort

35%

c) Skills Tests/Knowledge Tests 
20%

d) Punctuality



15%

ADAPTIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION (9-12)
A development at sequence of motor activities, recognizing individual differences in learning rates and styles is provided for students with learning and /or physical disabilities. This course is a body of knowledge directed toward 

a) Movement, educational skill development, and physical fitness
b) Assessment and solving of psychomotor problems

c) High quality physical education instruction, including sports, dance

d) Healthy lifestyle and active leisure pursuits

Therefore, the students will be provided on every level with knowledge and experience, which embellishes the development of a positive self-esteem.

FAMILY LIFE (HEALTH)-1.25 credits
Grade 9

Emphasis is placed on responsible decision-making in all aspects of behavioral health, relationships and wellness.  Special attention is given to physical, emotional and sexual health.  This course is required of everyone in the ninth grade.  

Grade 11

This course examines decision-making modules and the socialization system.  Emphasis is placed on understanding marriage, lifetime commitments and gender roles.  Attention is given to personal skills, discerning values, self-assertion and problem solving.   This course is required for all eleventh graders. 
Grade 12

This course presents a re-cap of the four major goals: integrated understanding of the mutual process; positive self-concept; effective interpersonal skills; and sound decision-making.  Emphasis is placed on parenting skills, and the understanding of human sexuality and relationships.  Issues stressed are related to health services/professional and environmental health. Every twelfth grader is required to take this course.  
Course Requirements

Students will be expected to:

1. Maintain a high level of participation and preparation, and to bring necessary supplies to class. 

2. Attend class regularly and punctually.

3. Complete all assignments

4. Successfully accomplish all graded work such as unit quizzes, tests, reports and projects.

5. Demonstrate a cooperative attitude and to contribute to the learning process of the class.
Evaluation Procedures
Marking period grades will be determined by:

a) Homework



25%

b) Tests and Quizzes



25%

c) Class Work/ Participation


30%

d) Final Exam



20%
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DRIVER’S EDUCATION 1.25 Credits
This course is required for everyone in the 10th grade.

This driver’s education course provides the foundation for the State Driver’s License Exam.  The students will go through a comprehensive instructional course, focusing on activities designed to engage the student in the requirements for driving in New Jersey, and to determine basic responsibilities for driving a vehicle.  Each activity relates to the important areas of driving that take place behind the wheel.  This course systemically teaches the basic principles and practices necessary to blend safety into the traffic scene.  Toward this end, the road, car and driver are used as the center of instruction.  A thorough understanding of these components and their matrix of information are vital to traffic safety.  Instruction is also given to foster a responsible approach to the privilege of driving. 

All courses in the Health, Physical Education and Wellness Department are aligned to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Comprehensive Health and Physical Education.
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

[image: image10.wmf]
The department is currently offering courses in the fields of Geophysical Science, Physical Science, Environmental Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Marine Biology, Bioethical Issues, and Medical Biology

Placement: 

Course selection is based on a number of criteria:

a. Eighth grade assessment outcomes (GEPA)

b. Terra Nova math scores 

c. Teacher/counselor evaluations and recommendations

d. Student/parent preference

e. Math assessment

Sequence:

Innovative curriculum design continues to enhance the department. The course sequence is either Regular or Honors Biology as 9th grade selections based on the successful completion of 8th grade science.   High Honors or Honors Chemistry or Geophysical Science Honors or Regular may be taken during the 10th grade year.   Juniors and seniors have the opportunity to excel in Honors Chemistry, High Honors Chemistry, Honors Physics, A.P. Chemistry, A.P. Physics, A.P. Biology and Honors Medical Biology, but may also take Chemistry, Physics or Honors Medical Biology. Marine Biology, Environmental Science and Bioethical Issues semester courses offered to juniors and seniors who have successfully completed a course in Biology and Chemistry.  These courses can be taken on the Honors or regular level.  Honors level in the semester courses may be done so by contract.  Food Science courses can be taken at any grade level.  Juniors may apply for summer science research through Partners in Science or the Governor's School of Science or the Governor's School of the Environment.  Freshmen, Sophomores and Juniors may apply for the Weston Science Scholars Program.  Please refer to the last page of the Science descriptions for more information on the Weston program.

Evidence of competency in specific math, science, reading and writing skills are required in order to be successful in the various courses.  Students and parents/caregivers are encouraged to plan science courses in advance, so that there may be synchronization between the science and math course choices.  Courses in which math is an integral component will have listed the corresponding math skills necessary to be successful.     

To complete the state's graduation requirements, three years of science must be successfully passed.  If a student wishes to go on to college, he/she might be interested in taking additional science courses.  A complete listing of our offerings and their description is found on the following page.

	
	REGULAR
	HONORS
	ADVANCED PLACEMENT

	9th Grade
	Biology

Introduction to Food Science

Foods and Nutrition
	Biology

Introduction to Engineering and Design

Introduction to Food Science

Foods and Nutrition
	Chemistry

	10th Grade
	Geophysical Science

Introduction to Food Science

Foods and Nutrition
	Geophysical Science Honors

Chemistry Honors

Introduction to Engineering and Design

Introduction to Food Science

Foods and Nutrition
	Chemistry 

	11th Grade
	Chemistry

Physics

Bioethical Issues

Marine Biology

Environmental Science

Introduction to Food Science

Foods and Nutrition

Physical Science
	Chemistry

Physics

Medical Biology

Bioethical Issues

Marine Biology

Environmental Science

Introduction to Engineering and Design

Introduction to Food Science

Foods and Nutrition
	Chemistry

Biology

Physics I

Physics B

Environmental Science

	12th Grade
	Physics

Chemistry

Medical Biology

Bioethical Issues

Marine Biology

Environmental Science

Introduction to Food Science

Foods and Nutrition

Physical Science
	Physics

Chemistry

Medical Biology

Bioethical Issues

Marine Biology

Environmental Science

Introduction to Engineering and Design

Introduction to Food Science

Foods and Nutrition
	Chemistry

Biology

Physics I

Physics II

Physics B

Environmental Science


BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY 605
Grade 11, 12

Full Year - 7 Credits

Prerequisites: Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry with at least a B average.

Advanced Placement biology is a recommended course for senior and junior students having previous background knowledge of biology.    Students may also take a diagnostic test to help in the selection process.  Emphasis is placed on thorough analysis of basic biological chemistry including chemical reactions and enzymatic regulation, the structure and function of cells, energy transfers, photosynthesis, glycolysis, the Krebs Cycle, DNA structure and replication, genetics, protein synthesis, biotechnology (including electrophoresis and gene transfer), physiology, evolution and heredity, plant and animal diversity and ecology, and embryonic and therapeutic cloning.   The course includes extensive lab work and occasional use of power point and word processing.

Students may pursue this course to request honors placement in a college class or, upon successful completion of the Advanced Placement Exam, may be granted college credit or the opportunity to continue with upper level courses.  Advanced Placement Biology is a course that emphasizes inquiry skills, problem solving techniques and the interpretation of data.  Advances in biotechnology will be discussed and illustrated.  The information that is covered reflects national standards that have been certified by the College Board.

This a college-level course and not a review of previously taken high school courses.

BIOLOGY Honors (608)
Grade 9 only Level - Honors

Full Year- 6 Credits

Prerequisites:

9th grade at least three of the following criteria must be met

1. A GEPA score of “advanced proficient” in both math and science.

2. A Terra Nova score of 90% or better in math and language arts.

3. 8th grade Algebra I has an “A” by the midterm

4. Enrolled in 9th grade Algebra I/II HH or Algebra II HH or IMP I HH or IMP I – II HH

5. 8th grade science has an “A” by the mid term

This full year course is for students who are interested in an extensive overview of the theories and practical applications of Biology.  Students will be challenged with a critical thinking format based on both lecture and laboratory.  Emphasis is placed on mathematical computations involving algebra.  Career options are explored and current biological problems facing society are covered.  The Honors Biology student must be able to design and conduct experiments; communicate experimental findings using words, charts, graphs, pictures, and/or diagrams; identify the appropriate procedures and safety equipment accompanying laboratory experiences; give examples, present and past of the interrelationship and mutual impact of science, technology and society; describe and give examples of characteristics shared by organisms; recognize that complex multicellular organisms are interacting systems of cells, tissues, and organs;  illustrate and explain life cycles of organisms; identify and describe organisms that possess characteristics of living things; describe the biochemical components of cells, cell structure and function; explain how plants convert energy to chemical energy; describe the characteristics of the major categories of living organisms; explain the basic principles of genetics and inheritance and genetic disorders;  discuss how changing environmental conditions can result in evolution of species; know that the theory of natural selection allows the proportion of individuals that have advantageous characteristics within a species to increase; explain the structures of microorganisms such as bacteria and viruses.

In addition the following chemistry concepts will be discussed:  student will be expected to know that all matter is made up of atoms that may join together to form molecules; know that over 100 different elements have been identified and grouped according to their similar properties; know the parts of the atom; explain how atoms can form bonds to other atoms by transferring or sharing electrons. Other course expectations include, but are not limited to:  the identification of the age of fossils and explain how they provide evidence that life has changed through time; evaluation of the benefits and risks associated with natural phenomena; identification and diagramming of feedback loops that occur in biological or ecological systems.  Classes meet six periods per week and qualify as a laboratory science course for the college bound student.  Students may be assigned marking period projects on a topic that relates to the curriculum. Students are expected to be able to do basic math computations, such as fractions, decimals and percentages.  They must make conversions using the Metric System.  It is strongly recommended that they are competent readers, have organizational and test-taking/ study skills and accept the responsibility of seeking assistance and making up work on time.

BIOLOGY 607
Grade 9 ONLY     Regular Level     Full Year - 6 Credits

This two-semester course is for students who are interested in a generalized overview of the theories and practical applications of biology.  Students will be challenged with a critical thinking format based on both lecture and laboratory.  Career options are explored and current biological problems facing society are covered.  The biology student will be required to complete experiments incorporating the use of a control and must identify a problem that can be solved by conducting experiments; communicate experimental findings using words, charts, graphs, pictures and/or diagrams; identify the appropriate procedures and safety equipment accompanying laboratory experiences; give examples, present and past, of the interrelationship and mutual impact of science, technology and society; use computers to complete projects; describe and give examples of characteristics shared by organisms; recognize that complex multicellular organisms are interacting systems of cells, tissues and organs; illustrate and explain life cycles of organisms; explain photosynthesis and respiration;  describe the characteristics of the major categories of living organisms including humans;  the theory of natural selection; identify the age of fossils and explain how they provide evidence that life has changed and describe the role of ecology in our lives.     

Students are expected to be able to do basic math computations, such as fractions, decimals, percentages and metric system conversions.   It is strongly recommended that they possess organizational and test-taking/study skills, reading comprehension, Language Arts, computer skills.

Classes meet 5 periods per week and qualify for a laboratory science course for the college bound student. 

BIOLOGY - 8607

Grade- 9

Full Year - 6 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of 8th grade science and recommendation by the Child Study Team
Biology 8607 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program. The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the year. It is a full year lab course that explores everyday applications of biology with an emphasis on core concepts. Through laboratory activities, cooperative learning and long and short term projects, students will explore the interactions of man and his environment, the classification of living things, the human anatomy and life processes.  Students will research career paths in biological sciences.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (635)

Grade 11—12

Full Year—7 credits

Prerequisites: Honors chemistry and honors biology (average “B”) and algebra II (average “B”)

The goal of AP Environmental Science is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and man-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and preventing them.  Topics to be studied include environmental sustainability, components of ecosystems, succession, evolutionary changes, demographics, characteristics of soil, water, and air, pollution, food production and distribution, nuclear power, use of fossil fuels, and environmental mineral cycles and the greenhouse effect.  

APES is designed for the student who is attracted to the more analytical aspects of science, and who is motivated by an inquiry based approach.  The course is highly quantitative and relies on multiple uses of several statistical analyses.  Experience has shown that the students who succeed in AP classes are motivated, prepared, and able to excel in a rigorous curriculum.

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 632 
Grade 11 – 12 Level - Regular/Honors

Half Year – 2.5 credits

Prerequisites:  Students MUST meet the following criteria:

· Successful completion  (C or above)  in BOTH Biology and Chemistry

· Students may contract for Honors level

Environmental science is a half-year science class that meets five periods per week and qualifies as a laboratory science.  The class offers a rare opportunity to apply many different sciences to extend the student’s knowledge of both the world and its inhabitants.  Through reading and exploration, students learn how science serves to further understanding of the environment and allows the student an opportunity to develop decision-making skills.  Various disciplines will be studied including, ecology, geology, oceanography, meteorology and chemistry.  The class structure will involve laboratory experimentation, cooperative learning groups, individual projects, group discussions, portfolios/notebooks and testing.  Students may contract for Honors level credit.

MARINE BIOLOGY 600
Grades 11 and 12; Level - Honors/Regular

Semester--2.5 credits

Prerequisites: Successful completion (C or above) in both Biology and Chemistry

Students must be in the 11th or 12th grade

Marine Biology is a lab oriented one semester elective, which focuses on the ocean and the organisms that co-exist in it. During the course, students will study preserved specimens of marine life. The topics include, but are not limited to, the history of marine biology, waves, tides and currents, algae, invertebrates and vertebrates. Students will be exposed to a variety of complementary sources during the semester, such as videos, articles and Internet sites. Optional field trips are offered, when possible. Classes meet five periods per week and students may contract with the instructor to receive Honors level credit.

MEDICAL BIOLOGY I 604 and MEDICAL BIOLOGY II 605
Grades 11 and 12; Level – Honors

Full Year--10 credits – Double Period

Prerequisites: 
· Biology and Chemistry (minimum of a B in biology and chemistry)
This two-year program is designed for the serious student who intends to pursue a career in medical science or related health care fields.  There are several components to this rigorous program including human anatomy and physiology, medical terminology, dynamics of health care, emergency care, and workplace safety certification.  Students are expected to attend related medical lectures and workshops. 

Community service, which is related to health care, is also a requirement of this program.

The structure and function of the organ systems of the human body is presented in anatomy and physiology.  Medical terminology includes the related vocabulary as well as terms related to diseases, clinical laboratory tests, and pharmacology.  Dynamics of Health Care focuses on general issues and topics common to health care providers.  Finally both emergency care and workplace safety issues are included in this program.

To be successful, students must perform on written and oral tests, complete laboratory experiments, and complete research papers.  Many Internet assignments are part of the curriculum.  It is strongly recommended that students have previously completed Biology and Chemistry courses. UMDNJ requires that students taking the standardized exam must have taken or are concurrently taking chemistry. 

At the end of each year, students participate in standardized tests administered by the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey.  Students can receive college credits based on their scores on these tests.

BIOETHICAL ISSUES 599
Grades 11 and 12; Level - Regular/Honors

Semester--2.5 credits

Prerequisites:  Students MUST meet the following criteria:

· Successful completion ( C or above) in  BOTH  Biology and Chemistry

· Students may contract for Honors level

In this course, students examine decision-making and public policy in the domains of   Biology, Medicine and Health Care.  Students deal with matters of basic scientific research and the social applications of biological knowledge and biomedical technology. The course exposes students to issues and dilemmas that have been opened by the biotechnology revolution.  Students learn to see the connection between decisions and consequences for   individuals and society.  Genetically modified food, animal research, and organ transplants are some of the issues studied.  This course is designed for students who have done well in Biology and Chemistry and have developed critical thinking skills appropriate to meaningful discussions.  Students may contract for Honors level credit.

FOUNDATIONS OF DENTISTRY 625

Grade 11 and 12 Regular          

Full year 1 credit

Students meet one day per week with a dentist in the Delta Dental of NJ Foundation Dental Careers Center at Montclair High School.  They are taught dental assisting and hygiene skills.  They participate in substantive hands-on training in a functioning dental operatorium.  Students attend the NY Dental Society Convention and Trade Show at the Jacob Javits Center in New York, where they have the opportunity to meet with vendors demonstrating new products in the field of dentistry.  All participants are required to attend two sessions where they shadow dental hygiene students at UMDNJ-SHRP in Scotch Plains.  A required internship of 12 hours, at a dental office, observing procedures is part of the program.  Participants will be trained in CPR and NJ Workplace Safety prior to the internships.  

GEOPHYSICAL SCIENCE

GEOPHYSICAL SCIENCE 633

Grade 10 only- Regular

Full Year- 5 credits

Geophysical Science is a full year course that meets five periods per week, two blocks and one single period.  It fulfills one of the three Science courses necessary for graduation and is a laboratory science.  It is not equivalent to earth science.

In this course, students are introduced to proper laboratory procedures and scientific methodology through an investigation of the Earth based on a physical science perspective.  The connection of our physical environment to deeper scientific principles and concepts will be developed through a thematic approach.  The physical Earth provides tangible topics around which chemistry and physics can be learned.  Through this approach students will be able to understand better their physical environment and the science behind the processes at work.  They will apply physical science concepts to explain natural systems.  They will learn to organize and analyze data through mathematical equations, to read a science text and draw conclusions and to write individual lab reports.  Notes, synopsizes or verbal reports may be used to have students demonstrate knowledge of this material.  Teachers will use multiple assessment strategies to evaluate student performance.  The areas of study will include Chemistry, Geology and selected Earth Science topics, energy and Astronomy/Physics.  

It is expected that students who successfully complete this course will have developed proficiency in the following areas:

1. Apply algebraic equations, correct instrument/laboratory procedures, scientific method and metric conversions to solving scientific problems in the areas of chemistry and physics.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the forces of nature and the chemical and physical laws/principles that govern them.

GEOPHYSICAL SCIENCE - 8633

Grade- 10

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology and recommendation by the Child Study Team 
Geophysical Science 8633 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program. The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the year.  Geophysical Science is a laboratory science course designed to study the earth and its history, structure and related physics and chemistry topics.  This courses challenges and exposes the student to explore current scientific concepts and problem solving using the scientific method and activities requiring the use of decision-making and inquiry skills.  These concepts are studied through an investigation of the changes on earth and its place in space and the laws governing scientific principles. Such sciences as astronomy, geology, meteorology and oceanography are studied.  Mathematical concepts included are scientific notation, metric conversions, graphing, atomic structure and the study and use of data tables are a focal point of this course.  Participation in lab situations and reporting observations and interpretations of data orally and in written form is required. 

GEOPHYSICAL SCIENCE HONORS 633H

Grade 10 only- Honors
Full year- 6 credits
Prerequisites: Algebra I HH or Algebra I/II HH or Algebra II HH or IMP I HH or IMP I/II HH 
Geophysical Science is a full year course that meets six periods per week. It fulfills one of the three Science courses necessary for graduation and is a laboratory science.  It is not equivalent to earth science.

CHEMISTRY HIGH HONORS   614

Grade 10 and 11 Level- High Honors

Full year- 6 credits

This is a course that is designed to be a math intensive approach to inorganic chemistry and many concepts will be explored via mathematical derivation of relevant formulae.  It is strongly suggested that students taking the course have a desire to enroll in higher level physical science courses in the future (i.e. AP Physics C and AP Chemistry).  A minimum of two periods per week will be spent doing laboratory work which will focus strong on data analysis and hypothesis formation.  Students will be expected to quickly master simple facts and figures and will be responsible for a good amount of independent work and memorization.   

Given the mathematical approach to the topics it is essential that students taking the course are proficient in the following areas:  Algebraic manipulation of equations to solve for variable; construction and interpretation of graphs for linear and nonlinear relationships; use of metrics system measurements and the ability to convert from system to system; the use of logarithms; the ability to estimate answers in terms of order of magnitude; an aptitude and interest in following the development of scientific equations through mathematical derivation.  

Prerequisites:  Students must have taken Algebra II High Honors freshman year with at least an 90% average.  Documented recommendations from Math and Biology teachers with consideration given to the Biology midterm exam.
CHEMISTRY HONORS 612

Grade 10, 11, 12; Level - Honors
Full Year - 6 Credits
Prerequisites:

Sophomores:

· Has taken Biology Honors with at least 80%

· Has taken Algebra II HH or Algebra I/II HH with at least 80%

· Documented teacher recommendations from math teachers and Biology teachers with consideration of Biology midterm exam

Juniors:

· Has taken Geophysical Honors with at least 80%

· Has taken Algebra II Honors with at least 90%, or Algebra I/II H with at least 90%

· Has taken Algebra I H with at least 90% but must be concurrently enrolled in Algebra II H or Algebra II HH

· Documented teacher recommendations from math teachers and Geophysical Science teachers with consideration of Geophysical Science midterm exam
This is a course for students who are interested in an extensive overview of the theories and practical applications of chemistry.  Students taking the course will spend a minimum of two (2) periods per week in lab to develop lab skills and proper lab procedures including safety measures.  Students will develop their skills in measurement, observation, documentation, critical thinking and hypothesis formation.  Students will be expected to record their observations, draw conclusions, interpret data and defend hypotheses formed orally and in written form. Students will be expected to understand the structure and interactive behavior of matter as well as to realize the implications of its behavior as it relates to applied technology.  Students can expect a strong emphasis on mathematics including methods of problem solving and data collection; it is therefore suggested that students have a strong background in mathematics.

They should have strong reading, vocabulary and math skills, demonstrate an ability to memorize, analyze and comprehend large volumes of information and recognize its interrelation to other aspects of the course.  In addition to possessing strong study skills, students should be able to work collaboratively and independently on those projects that require deductive skills, computation, research and analysis.  A working knowledge of statistics, metric system, factor-analysis, algebra, spatial sense, exponents, square roots, fractions, decimals, graph interpretation and graph development is expected.  Students in the honors program will also be expected to demonstrate computer literacy, write lab reports and demonstrate dexterity in the scientific method.  Students in the honors program will also be expected to be proficient in the use of scientific calculators and to perform high levels of mental and written math computations.

CHEMISTRY 613
Grades 11 & 12; Level – Regular (Students in the 10th grade should only take chemistry at the honors level, if they are prepared, otherwise they should wait until the 11th grade)

Full Year and Semester – 6 Credits           

Prerequisites: Successful completion (C or above) of Geophysical Science, Biology and Algebra I.

This is a course designed to meet graduation requirements for lab science credit.  It will provide students with an extensive overview of atomic structure, classical and modern chemical theory, applications of chemistry to diverse careers and technological innovations, the periodic table (its development and organization), acid and base behavior as well as science-math integrated skills.  Students enrolled in the course will spend a minimum of two (2) periods per week in a laboratory setting that will develop their skills in measurement, observation, documentation, critical thinking and hypothesis formation.  Students will be expected to record their observations, draw conclusions, interpret data and defend hypotheses formed orally and in written form.  In addition to possessing strong study skills, students should be able to work collaboratively and independently on those projects that require deductive skills, computation, research and analysis.  A basic knowledge of the metric system, unit-analysis, algebra and variable isolation, spatial sense, exponents, square roots, fractions, decimals, graph development and graph analysis is expected.  

CHEMISTRY - 8613

Grades-10, 11, 12     
Full Year - 6 Credits
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Geophysical Science and/or Biology and recommendation by the Child Study Team  

Chemistry 8613 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program. The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the year.  It is a lab course which will emphasize core concepts in Chemistry.  Atomic structure and atomic theory, the periodic table, chemical formulas, and chemical reactions as well as science-math integrated skills will be studied. Skills in measurement observation, documentation, critical thinking and hypothesis formation will be practiced. Students will be expected to record their observations, draw conclusions, and interpret data.  In addition to possessing strong study skills, students should be able to work collaboratively and independently on those projects that require deductive skills, computation, research and analysis.    

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY 609

Grade 9, 10, 11, 12; Level – AP

Full Year - 7 Credits

Prerequisites: B or better in honors chemistry and current math course. Students who have not taken chemistry before may be admitted after consultation with AP Chemistry instructor.

This is a second year course in chemistry intended for students who wish to pursue college-level studies while still in secondary school and who have successfully completed a first year chemistry course.  
This course is lab oriented with approximately one third of the scheduled time being spent in the lab and the other 2/3 spent in mathematical solutions of chemical verbal problems.  AP Chemistry will integrate mathematics as a tool for problem solving and as a means of expressing or modeling scientific theories. 

It is strongly suggested that students take the advanced placement examination in May, which may lead to placement out of a college-level chemistry course.  Students will delve deeper into such topics as: atomic theory and structure, chemical bonding, stoichiometry, kinetics, thermodynamics, equilibrium, acid-base equilibrium, oxidation-reduction and coordination compounds.  Classes meet seven periods per week. 

INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING AND DESIGN 351 

Grade 9, 10, 11, and 12

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite: Some introduction to geometry and an ability to learn independently in a computer guided curriculum.

Introduction to Engineering and Design (IED) is an introductory course that develops student problem solving skills with emphasis on the development of three-dimensional solid models and 3-D animations. Students will work from sketching simple geometric shapes to applying a solid modeling computer software package. They will learn a problem solving design process and how it is used in industry to manufacture a product. The Computer Aided Design system (CAD) will also be used to analyze and evaluate the product design. The techniques learned, and equipment used, is state of the art and is currently being used by engineers throughout the United States. All instruction is delivered via the computer. Montclair is one of the schools providing leadership in engineering education and has a signed agreement with the national “Project Lead the Way” organization to use this course title and their award-winning curriculum. Due to the rigor of the course there is a potential to earn college credit for the successful completion of the course by taking a test administered by Rochester Institute of Technology.

PHYSICS

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 634
Grades 11 & 12; Level – Regular (10th graders should take either Geophysical Science Regular or Geophysical Science Honors or Chemistry Honors)

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisites: Successful completion (C or above) of Geophysical Science and Biology

Physical Science is a course designed to introduce physical science content in such a way that a broad coverage of physics and chemistry is accomplished over a one-year period. (The former subject areas will be approached from a perspective that orients the student toward an understanding of the environment.  It will expose the student to classical and contemporary theory.  It will also introduce the students to the contributions of women and non-Western populations of scientists in each field).

This survey-type course is a treatise in problem solving exercises and physical science demonstrations that present concepts and show the interrelation of science to other fields of knowledge.  A strong emphasis on mathematic representation and skill development is the goal of the teacher.  Students will learn to handle manipulatives in a laboratory environment; students will be expected to observe and document scientific phenomena in a science notebook and students will be expected to defend personal hypotheses developed as a result of their observations, calculations and research.
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to successfully enroll in and complete any of the remaining physics or chemistry courses offered by the department, with the exception of Advanced Placement courses.

PHYSICAL SCIENCE - 8634

Grade- 11, 12 

Full Year - 5 credits 
Prerequisite:   Recommendation by the Child Study Team    

Physical Science 8634 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program. The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the year. This course provides an awareness of the interrelationships among physical, earth, and life sciences. Students will develop problem solving, decision-making and inquiry skills by formulating questions and hypotheses, participating in laboratory activities, observing, interpreting and analyzing data, drawing conclusions and communicating the results orally and in writing.   Students will explore the nature and diversity of life, study the structure and behavior of matter and the origin and development of the universe.  Among the areas to be included for study are scientific measurements, motion, energy & work, and the properties of matter.

PHYSICS 621
Grades 11 & 12; Level - Regular

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisites: B or better in Algebra II.

This is a course for juniors and seniors who are interested in science.  Classes meet five times a week.  Topics covered include measurement, vectors, motion, force, momentum, and energy.  Emphasis is placed on the use of algebra to solve problems and analyze data.  Good math and problem solving skills are therefore a necessity, such as exponential notation, unit conversions, significant figures, and basic trigonometry, graphing data points, finding the slope of a line.  Algebraic computations include solving equations for unknowns, using substitutions and simplifying algebraic expressions.  Proficiencies needed for successful completion of this course include skills presented in Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II with a grade of B or better.

PHYSICS HONORS 620

Grade 11, 12 Level -Honors

Full Year - 6 Credits

Prerequisites: B or better in honors Algebra II/ Trig.

Co-requisites: Honors Trig/PreCalc
This course can be taken alone or as part of a 2-year physics program with AP Physics B to follow.  The course is intended to cover at least the first semester of college physics including measurement, vectors, motion, force, impulse, momentum, work, energy, power and an introduction to light and electricity.  Emphasis is placed upon the applied use of algebra and trigonometry in problem solving.  

Time is spent in lab doing data organization and analysis.  Strong math and problem solving skills are essential to the course, so that it is suggested that students have completed at least a course in Algebra II, trigonometry and have grades B or better in all of their math courses. 

PHYSICS, ADVANCED PLACEMENT B 617

Grade 11, 12

Full Year – 7 credits 

Prerequisites: B or better in honors chemistry or physics. B or better in High Honors Algebra II/ Trig.

Co-requisites: Honors Trig/PreCalc
This is a course in physics intended for students who wish to pursue college-level studies while still in secondary school. The course provides a systematic introduction to the main principles of physics and emphasizes the development of problem solving ability.  It provides full coverage of the topics of a college level course normally taken by students in pre-medicine, life sciences, and some applied science.  It is suggested that the student is comfortable with the principles of algebra and trigonometry. The basic concepts of calculus will be introduced.  Classes meet 7 periods weekly.  The course will be fast paced in order to cover all the topics presented on the May AP exam.  It is designed for students who want an AP level course in physics that is only 1 year and non-calculus based. 

PHYSICS, ADVANCED PLACEMENT I (level C) 619

Grade 11, 12

Full Year - 7 Credits

Prerequisites: B or better in High Honors Algebra II/ Trig.

Co-requisites: Honors Trig/PreCalculus
This is the start of a two-year sequence in Physics for students with exceptional math/science skills.  The second year course is optional and subject to approval based on enrollment figures.   It is designed to be the equivalent of the first semester of an introductory college physics course usually taken by physics/engineering majors during the first year of college.  In addition to covering the required text material, students will be involved in general laboratory activities.  Classes meet seven periods per week (two double labs, three lectures).  Topics covered include measurement, vectors, motion, force, momentum, energy, and work. Emphasis is placed on the use of calculus, trigonometry, algebra and geometry to solve problems and analyze data.  Strong math and problem solving skills are an absolute necessity.  Prior skills needed for proficiency therefore include those learned in algebra and trigonometry.  It is recommended that the students considering this course either complete calculus prior to this course or take calculus concurrently with this course.  It is further recommended that only students that have performed above average in their math courses consider taking this course.

Note: This course can be taken after Physics Honors, but credit will be given for one course, only.

PHYSICS, ADVANCED PLACEMENT II (level C) 618
Grade 12

Full Year - 7 Credits

Prerequisites: B or better in AP Physics I.

Co-requisites: High Honors Calculus
This course is designed to be the equivalent of the second semester of an introductory college physics course usually taken by physics/engineering majors during the first year of college.  Since this course builds skills and knowledge learned in AP Physics I, only students that have successfully completed AP Physics I should consider taking this course. This course will be offered based on enrollment figures.  In addition to covering the required text material, students will also be involved in general laboratory activities.  Classes meet seven periods per week (two double labs, three lectures).  Topics covered include measurement, electric forces, electric fields, magnetism, electromagnetism, electricity and circuits.  Emphasis is placed on the use of calculus, trigonometry, algebra and geometry to solve problems and analyze data.  Prior skills needed to achieve proficiency therefore include those learned in these courses. Strong math and problem solving skills are an absolute necessity.  Since the ability to perform integration is a necessity it is strongly recommended that students first complete a course in calculus.  It is further recommended that only students that have performed above average in their math courses consider this course.

FOODS AND NUTRITION 601  
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12
  Level- Regular/Honors

Semester-2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course is designed to give all students a general knowledge of the components of the food we eat, the nutrients for life, the functions of nutrients, interrelationships and the factors, which influence the recommended dietary intake of nutrients.  Students will learn food preparation techniques and skills to plan and prepare nutritious foods in the class.

INTRODUCTION TO FOOD SCIENCE 602
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12
  Level- Regular/Honors

Semester-2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

Food Science is a one semester elective course and meets five periods a week, one period each day.  It is eligible for either science credit or practical arts credit.  The objective of this course is to present to the student the basics of nutritional science, food safety and cooking techniques.  Students taking the course will gain an understanding of what foods are made of and how food is utilized in the body.  This course will also examine food production and cultural aspects of food.  In addition, basic food preparation techniques will be discussed, demonstrated and practiced.
WESTON RESEARCH WORK STUDY PROGRAM FOR SELECTED SCHOLARS

Grade 9, 10, 11

4 Week summer research cohort plus spring and fall auxiliary activities:  7.5 credits

This program has been developed for the academically talented and high achieving students with significant potential in science, mathematics and related fields.  Students are offered hands-on participation in a laboratory under the guidance of Montclair State University faculty scientists.  The scholars will engage in current and intensive scientific research over the course of a five-week period in the summer.  In addition to original research, scholars study a mathematics component relative and pertinent to their research.  To further the research experience, the scholars will also participate in hands-on mini laboratory activities or workshops as part of their summer cohort.  In addition, other non-research activities of the program include spring and fall field experiences to ensure continuity and build on knowledge acquisition from prior science courses. Scholars will be required to complete some type of community service approved by the director of the program.  Students who wish to apply must exhibit a strong interest and skills in the fields of science and mathematics as evidenced by recent grades or other indicators.  The scholars must also exhibit excellent written and verbal communication skills, as evidenced through the evaluation of an essay and a formal interview.  A student’s demonstration of hard work, responsibility, and enthusiasm plus the ability to work well with others will also be evaluated. 

In order to be considered for acceptance into the program, candidates must also submit a formal written application and request math and science teacher recommendations.  Applications will be available in January of each year.  It is suggested that interested students and their parents/caregivers attend a January Open House for further explanation of the program

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT
The Social Studies Department at Montclair has a rich tradition in providing unique, challenging and meaningful courses for the diverse needs of the Montclair High School community. The Department has been on the cutting edge in developing the Small Learning Community and has been a leader in developing innovated curriculum and instruction

The Social Studies faculty places an emphasis on best practices including project-based learning, authentic assessments, interdisciplinary instruction and the use of technology. Students are encouraged to engage in problem solving methods and decision making activities that will provide them with the tools to address the complex issues they will face in the future. An emphasis is placed on differentiated instruction, where students in select courses may take courses for honors or high honors credit.  

Traditionally, the Social Studies Department has been the source of not only an excellent array of course selections, but as the foundation of a number of state and nationally ranked extra-curricular programs such as Model UN, Mock Trial and Fed Challenge. 

Students are required to take three (3) years of History for graduation: one year of Global Studies, and two years of American History. Students may satisfy the US History requirements with US I and II or CGI or Social Justice in addition to several semester courses offered in their junior year. 

There are a host of electives to choose from including: African American History,

Economics, Law, Cultural Pluralism, Women of the World, Modern European and World History –AP

The Social Studies Department recommends that students meet the following qualifications in order to take Advanced Placement History classes

1. Student receives “Advanced Proficient” in both the reading and writing portions of the GEPA/NJ Ask 8; Terra Nova, or HSPA. 

2. Student receives an A or B on midterm and final exams in their history class.

3. Student receives an A or B for the final grade in their history class.

4. Recommendation from history teacher.

Students who do not meet these requirements should not be recommended for Advanced Placement History classes.

REQUIRED COURSES

GLOBAL STUDIES    750

Grade 9 Level - Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: None

This course introduces high school students to the complexities of our inter-related and inter-dependent world. Global Studies approaches an examination of the world by focusing on six regions: Middle East, Africa, Latin America, Europe and Northern Eurasia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia. By taking a “social studies” approach to the subject, students will see the people of the world in their patterns of life and interaction from geographic, historical, political, economic, social and cultural perspectives.  Students will develop an understanding of worldwide and regional issues with an emphasis on problem solving. The goal is to develop more culturally aware and civic-minded individuals. Students and teachers will have opportunities to work collaboratively with the World Literature program to develop common themes and connections. This satisfies the world history requirement. 

GLOBAL STUDIES - 8750

Grade – 9 Level - Regular
Full Year - 5 credits
Prerequisite:  Recommendation by the Child Study Team 

Global Studies 8750 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program.  The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the year within the framework of a world history and geography class.  The course is a survey of world history and geography designed to help students understand their own time and place.  The students are encouraged to see the world in all its relationships rather than as isolated nations.  It is important to illustrate the continuity of history, the influence of each era upon succeeding times, and the sweeping forces of historical cause and effect.  A study of world cultures will lead to a better understanding and awareness of human behavior, create a greater respect for human achievement and provide a background for civic competence. 

U. S. HISTORY I 701
Grade 10 Level - Regular

Full Year - 5 Credits

Prerequisite: None 

History is society's memory of where it has been, what it values and how decisions of the past have contributed to contemporary conditions.  History deals with chronological sequence, continuity and change, the multiple causes and effects of historical phenomena and changing interpretations of the past.  This course will cover American history from Pre-Columbian to 1900 including Land Bridge Crossing, Discovery and Exploration, Colonization, Independence, the Articles of Confederation, Constitution, Federalist Period, Manifest Destiny, Era of Reform, Civil War and Reconstruction, the West, Industrialization and Reform, the Rise of Big Business, and Imperialism.  A well-developed Social Studies curriculum must instill a clear understanding of the roles of citizens in a democracy.

The students should develop an appreciation for the pluralistic nature of American life and an awareness of ethnicity; the roles of women, African Americans and other peoples.  The Social Studies curriculum provides the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to prepare students for their roles in the society of the 21st Century. This course is recommended for students who want a basic knowledge and understanding of American History. This course satisfies one year of the two-year U.S. History requirement. 

U.S. HISTORY I - 8701

Grade – 10 Level - Regular
Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Global Studies and recommendation of the Child Study Team                  

U.S. History I 8701 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program. The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the year within the framework of a chronological study of U.S. History from early exploration and settlement to the late 1800s. Course topics include European exploration and colonization, War for Independence, the Articles of Confederation and the development of The Constitution, The Manifest Destiny, The Civil War/Reconstruction, the American West, and U.S. Industrialization.  Students will apply historical concepts of continuity and change in U.S. History.  They will develop an appreciation for the pluralistic nature of our society and an awareness of the roles and contributions of diverse ethnic and social groups including women, African-Americans, Native Americans and immigrants.  An emphasis will be placed on reading, research, oral participation and written and oral communication skills.  Students will develop study habits and skills including gathering, organizing and using information; they will develop critical thinking and social participation skills.

U.S. HISTORY I Honors/High Honors 704
Grade 10 Level – Honors/High Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: None 

In addition to the description noted above, historical inquiry enables students to evaluate evidence and analyze events, in a more thematic approach. These themes include the Geographic Land Grab from exploration through Manifest Destiny and beyond; We the People which focuses on the political philosophies behind the American Revolution and the United States Constitution; From Civil War to Civil Rights which explores the roots of slavery and race relations in America and its impact on the nation as a whole; and It’s the Economy where the history of industrialization and the labor movement are explored. Students will be encouraged to participate in role-playing and project based activities. A competition is the culminating activity for the We the People unit. This course is for students who want an in-depth understanding of American History. The more advanced and motivated students can contract up for high honors at the end of the first marking period.  This satisfies one year of the two-year U.S. History.
U.S. HISTORY I AP 713
Grade 10 Level – Advanced Placement 

Full Year - 5 credits

This course will cover American history from Pre-Columbian to 1900 including Land Bridge Crossing, Discovery and Exploration, Colonization, Independence, the Articles of Confederation, Constitution, Federalist Period, Manifest Destiny, Era of Reform, Civil War and Reconstruction, the West, Industrialization and Reform, the Rise of Big Business, and Imperialism. The subject matter focuses on the in-depth study of the nation’s history in the effort to deepen understanding of the American experience. Students need to be able to read and comprehend at an advanced level a vast range material including college level textbooks, historical essays, non-fiction books, and primary sources. Additionally, students will be expected to write clearly developed essays that present an understanding of complex issues. Because this course is geared towards the Advanced Placement United States History exam in their junior year, a strong emphasis is placed on standardized tests, content knowledge and essay writing. Only students who are passionate about history and are willing to do college level work should take this course. This satisfies one year of the two-year U.S. History requirement. 

U.S. HISTORY II   707
Grade 11 Level - Regular

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: US History I 

History is society's memory of where it has been, what it values, and how decisions and events of the past have contributed to contemporary conditions.  History deals with chronological sequence, continuity and change, the multiple causes and effects of historical phenomena, and changing interpretations of the past. This course is a study of the years 1898 to the present.  It explores the American expansion overseas, World War I and the Versailles Treaty, international leadership vs. isolationism, the Twenties, the Great Depression and the New Deal.  It continues with World War II, and the postwar world and the Cold War, Civil Rights, the counter-culture of the 60s, Vietnam, Watergate, Reaganomics, and concludes with the Age of the Internet and Technology.

The students should develop an appreciation of the pluralistic nature of American society and an awareness of ethnicity, the roles of women, African Americans and other peoples. This satisfies the second year of the two-year U.S. History requirement

U.S. HISTORY II - 8707

Grade- 11 Level - Regular
Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of U.S. History I and recommendation by the Child Study Team    

U.S. History II 8707 is a resource center replacement class that is taught in the resource center program. The goals and objectives identified in each student’s IEP will be addressed throughout the year within the framework of a chronological study of U.S. History from the late 1800s to the present. Students will understand that history is society's memory of where it has been, what it values, and how past decisions have contributed to present conditions.  Chronological sequences, continuity and change, causes and effects of historical phenomena will be emphasized.  Through historical inquiry, the student will be able to evaluate evidence and analyze causes, consequences, and possible solutions to global issues.  Course topics will include: Overseas Expansion, World War I, the 1920's, the Great Depression, World War II, The Cold War, Korean Conflict, the Civil Rights movement, Vietnam, and more current world events.  Students will be expected to demonstrate reading, research, oral and written communication skills individually and in cooperative learning groups.

U.S. HISTORY II Honors 710
Grade 11 Level - Honors

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite: US History I 

This course is a study of the years 1898 to the present.  It explores the American expansion overseas, World War I and the Versailles Treaty, international leadership vs. isolationism, the Twenties, the Great Depression and the New Deal.  It continues with World War II, and the postwar world and the Cold War, Civil Rights, the counter-culture of the 60s, Vietnam, Watergate, Reaganomics, and concludes with the Age of the Internet and Technology. The student taking this course should be a competent reader who likes to spend time reading historical writings, newspapers and magazines.  The student must be self-motivated and willing to study an average of approximately three hours a week.  The successful student must work to develop skills necessary for college such as note taking, library research and the preparation of research papers as well as expository essays.  Since a grasp of facts will be assumed, the student must be able to see relationships and evaluate historical sources so as to render judgments on the facts. This satisfies the second year of the two-year U.S. History requirement

U.S. HISTORY II AP   714
Grade 11 Level - Advanced Placement

Full Year - 5 credits

This course is a study of the years 1898 to the present.  It explores the American expansion overseas, World War I and the Versailles Treaty, international leadership vs. isolationism, the Twenties, the Great Depression and the New Deal.  It continues with World War II, and the postwar world and the Cold War, Civil Rights, the counter-culture of the 60s, Vietnam, Watergate, Reaganomics, and concludes with the Age of the Internet and Technology.  This course is designed for those students who have a particular aptitude and interest in American History, which can be rigorous in its demands. The student must be able to read historical material analytically and critically, to weigh historical evidence and interpretations, and to arrive at conclusions on the basis of informed judgments. To stimulate curiosity and understanding many interpretive essays and primary sources are included in the materials. In May, students will be required to take the Advanced Placement (AP) Exam in American History in order to receive Advanced Placement credit. Because this course is geared towards the AP exam, a strong emphasis is placed on standardized tests, content knowledge and essay writing. Only students who are passionate about history and are willing to do college level work should take this course. This satisfies the second year of the two-year U.S. History requirement. 

POP CULTURE IN AMERICAN HISTORY
Grade 11 Level – Honors/High Honors

Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisites: United States History I 

This course will analyze the origins of 20th century American Popular Culture and its impact on the social fabric of the nation. Government policies in reaction to cultural shifts will be explored. This social study of American life will examine American art, music, video, film and literature and will employ multimedia presentations and technology such as documentaries and website design. The more advanced and motivated students can take this course for high honors credit. This satisfies one semester of the second year U.S. History requirement. 

HISTORY OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY
Grade 11 Level – Honors/High Honors

Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisites: United States History I 

This course deals with the history of American policies when dealing with adversaries and allies with an emphasis on 20th century foreign relations. Students will analyze how effective policies were, seek alternative policies, and predict outcomes. Students will face real life situations and the task of working with and against opposition forces, both foreign and domestic. Conflict resolution is a key element to this course. The more advanced and motivated students can take this course for high honors credit. This satisfies one semester of the second year U.S. History requirement. 

SOCIAL CHANGE IN AMERICAN HISTORY

Grade 11 Level – Honors/High Honors

Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisites: United States History I 

This course will look at Social Movements focusing on the Labor Movement, the Women’s Rights Movement, and the Civil Rights Movement.  There will be an emphasis on grassroots social activism and governmental responses.  This course will be structured around simulations, role-plays, and research presentations, including oral history projects. The more advanced and motivated students can take this course for high honors credit. This satisfies one semester of the second year U.S. History requirement. 

HISTORY OF AMERICAN LAW AND POLITICS
Grade 11 Level – Honors/High Honors

Semester – 2.5 credits

Prerequisites: United States History I 

This course will examine the political and legal issues that have impacted American history. There will be a strong emphasis on the role that people and events have played in shaping American public policy. The course will use a series of simulations, conflict resolutions, trial procedures and Supreme Court hearings in addressing key historical events and trends. 
The more advanced and motivated students can take this course for high honors credit. This satisfies one semester of the second year U.S. History requirement. 

SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES
MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY   744
Grade 12 Level – Advanced Placement  

Full Year - 5 Credits

Modern European History - deals with topics in European history from 1300 to the present.  Topics including the Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific Revolution, Enlightenment and Industrial Revolution will be studied.  Revolutions like the 1789 French Revolution and the 1917Russian Revolution will be contrasted to the rise of Fascism and Nazism.

Students will do research work and examine historiographical problems such as periodization, point of view, and analysis of original documents. Women's history, art history, and social history will be woven in with political and economic subjects. Student will be expected to take the Advanced Placement Exam in European History in May to receive Advanced Placement credit. 

WORLD HISTORY AP

Grade 12 -Advanced Placement 

Full Year - 5 credits

The purpose of the AP World History course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts, in interaction with different types of human societies.  This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills. The course highlights the nature of changes in international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies.  The course emphasizes relevant factual knowledge deployed in conjunction with leading interpretive issues and types of historical evidence.  Focused primarily on the past thousand years of the global experience, the course builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, and technological precedents that, along with geography, set the human stage prior to 1000 C.E.  Periodization, explicitly discussed, forms the organizing principle for dealing with change and continuity from that point to the present.  Specific themes provide further organization of the course, along with consistent attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history as a field of study. Students must take the World History Advanced Placement Exam in May in order to receive AP credit for the course. 

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY   780
Grades 10 -12 Levels - Honors

Semester - 2.5 credits

This one semester course traces the African American experience from its African beginnings to modern times.  Topics include the origins, developments and contributions of African Americans as a major force in American history.  This course is available to students who are interested in and serious about critical thinking, reading and research.

CULTURAL PLURALISM   717

Grades 11 and 12 Levels - Honors

Semester - 2.5 credits

Cultural Pluralism is a semester elective designed to study the diverse cultures that make up the United States as well as tackle the complexities that we face striving to become a more just and equal nation.  We will use literature, films, audio and video documentaries, music, and current periodicals to study issues of identity, race, class, gender and ethnicity in the United States.  Throughout this class we will emphasize our own lives and experiences. How does this diversity affect what America is and what it is to be an American?  The purpose of this course is to reinforce feelings in the student of self-respect and of sensitivity for others as we study how our culturally rich society developed and continues to grow today.

LAW I HONORS 721 (Foundations, Criminal Law and Personal Injury)  

LAW II HONORS   722 (Individual Rights, Family and Consumer Law) 

Grades 11 and 12 Levels - Honors

Semester - 2.5 credits

These semester courses include an examination of the American legal system and its evolutionary change in response to the needs of society.  The courses focus on the cultural forces, problems, and actual practices demonstrated in American society. 

Law I units of studies include: 1) a basic foundation in the American legal system and the law making process; 2) an examination of crime, criminal law and juvenile justice and 3) an understanding of tort law including personal injury, medical malpractice and tort reform.  

Law II units of studies include: 1) an understanding of consumer law including contracts, and tenant/landlord issues 2) the impact that family, marriage and divorce laws, custody cases and the Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS) have on American society. 3) the importance of individual rights and liberty including freedom of speech, press and religion; equal protection and affirmative action and due process rights. 

The class is taught in an interactive fashion with emphasis on mock trials, oral arguments and negotiations skills. Students are encouraged to take both Law I and II but may choose either course.   
Any student that is interested in Economics has a number of options within the Social Studies department. Course descriptions are listed below. 

1. Those interested in pursuing the Advanced Placement (725AP) option in Economics must take the following courses. 
· Analysis of Monetary Policy – 11th or 12th Grade 

· Macroeconomics 11th or 12th Grade
2. It is also strongly recommended that students participate in one or more of the following extracurricular activities.

· Model United Nations 

· Model Congress 

· Fed Challenge 
· Euro Challenge 
3. Additionally, students are encouraged to take following courses in other disciplines to enhance their knowledge and understanding of economics.
· AP Language and Composition 1 (English Department)

· Statistics or Calculus (Math Department)

4. These courses and programs are geared to allow students the opportunity to apply the economic knowledge obtained in the classroom in daily economic problem solving. For those with a more casual interested in economics and how the economy works the following courses are recommended. 
· Economics – 10th or 11th Grade 

· Macroeconomics – 10th or 11th Grade 
5. Additionally, these students may also be interested in the follow course(s) offered in other disciplines.
· Microsoft/Finance (Business and Technology Department) 

ANALYSIS OF MONETARY POLICY 728* 

Grades 10 – 12 High Honors 

Semester 2.5 credits

This course provides the opportunity for students to develop knowledge of economics and monetary policy. The course describes how the Federal Reserve System manages the money supply by influencing the lending activity of banks, saving and loans, and other financial institutions.  The student will learn how this banking system affects the economy as a whole. Actions of how the Federal Reserve Bank increases and decreases the money supply and influences the monetary policy are explored. The purpose of the monetary policy is to foster economic growth, high employment and stable prices.

ECONOMICS 724
Grades 11 and 12 Level –Honors

One Semester – 2.5 credits

This course provides understanding and insight into the many problems of our society today. Taxation, inflation, debt, growth, the market economy, national economic institutions, and the economic system as a whole are studied as we place the roles of individual, business and governments into proper perspective for today.

MACROECONOMICS 727*
Grades 10-12 Level – High Honors 

Semester 2.5 credits 

The purpose of this course in macroeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economics system as a whole. This course places particular emphasis on the study of national income and price determination and also develops students’ familiarity with economic performance measures, economic growth and international economies as well as the impact of monetary and fiscal policy actions on the global economy. Often students from this course participate in the Fed Challenge and Euro Challenge programs in affiliation with the Federal Reserve System in NYC.
Prerequisites are a solid foundation in algebra and statistics. This is a rigorous course intended only for the self-motivated student committed to advanced work. Students should consider this course if they are working towards the AP exam or preparing for the Analysis of Monetary Policy course.
*
Students may take an AP Economics (725AP), 5 credit option by taking both courses 727 and 728 in a single year as well as completing additional course work assigned by the instructor

WOMEN OF THE WORLD   760

Grades 10-12 Levels - Honors

Semester - 2.5 credits

Women of the World explores the status of women in various regions and areas around the globe.  Problems like prostitution, economic discrimination and famine are addressed.  Each student examines the situation of women in one country outside the United States. Concern is shown for the differences and special contributions of different racial and economic groups of women.   Discussion of feminism in women's history is also pursued. Women of the World will focus on women's and gender issues as well as how, when and why women have organized to combat their oppression.

SMALL LEARNING COMMUNITIES

THE CIVICS & GOVERNMENT INSTITUTE

GRADES 10 - 12

U.S. HISTORY AND ENGLISH 

Grades 10 – 12 (History) Level – Advanced Placement / Honors

Grades 10 – 11 (English) Level – High Honors / Honors

Grades 10 – 12 (Elective) Level – High Honors / Honors

Full Year – 15 Credits  COURSE DESCRIPTIONS ARE ON PAGE 18
Founded in 1997, the Civics & Government Institute (CGI) is a small learning community within the walls of Montclair High School, which focuses on the study of citizenship, government, and social issues. Students who choose to join the Institute in their sophomore year participate in student-run government, debates, elective courses, international relations, and community service partnerships, US History, and British and American Literature. This constitutes three periods of the students’ day, while they leave the Institute for the remainder of their academic requirements. Throughout their three years in the Institute, students are given many opportunities to develop leadership skills to be used during their years at MHS and in the future.

The CGI academic program is interdisciplinary and thematic, weaving the history and English curriculum, which is offered in a block schedule. The sophomore classes engage in the themes of Social Movements & Reform and War & Conflict. Junior year, the students progress from Economic Theory, Literature, & History, through Politics and Aesthetics. As seniors, CGI students participate in the “We The People” state and national competition through their Government & Politics course. All history courses are offered at the AP or Honors levels, while students contract for High Honors or Honors in English. Within academics, Public Demonstrations of Learning are an integral part of CGI. Each year students create varied presentations based upon the theme they are studying. Sophomores participate in the Social Reform Panels and the War Room Museums. Portfolio Presentations and the Poetry Cafe conclude the junior year, while “We the People” Presentations occur Senior year. All students participate in, and all parents and friends are welcome to view, these exciting alternative learning experiences and assessments. 

In the third period elective component of CGI, known as Government Studies, students participate in a variety of activities. Utilizing the theory of the democratic classroom, students engage in self-directed department activities and a student-run Congress, which operate under a student-written Constitution. Students practice debating skills on a variety of local, national, and international issues, becoming familiar with parliamentary procedure. In addition, students choose from a variety of academic mini-courses, called Electives, in both the English and Social Studies content areas. Sophomores are placed in interdisciplinary Introductory Electives, Intro to CGI and the Global Classroom, for their first two marking periods. Also, as members of the Institute, students are required to create meaningful community service partnerships and complete ten hours of service each marking period. Each CGI student is also assigned a teacher/mentor to advise and assist them, meeting in a required session at least four times a year. 

With the creation of a partnership between CGI and the United Nations Association and the John C. Whitehead School of Diplomacy and International Relations at Seton Hall University, a cohort of students from CGI become members of the John C. Whitehead Diplomatic Corps and participate in programs offered on the campus in South Orange. Students attend four to six Saturday college-level seminars and forums with government and world leaders and experts in the field of international relations. Students receive class assignments and are active participants in discussions and simulations. Additionally, CGI offers Video Conferencing through the United Nations Pathways Program in Partnership with Fairleigh Dickinson University. Through participation in these programs, and successful completion of specific assignments, Diplomatic Corps students can contract to receive High Honors credit for CGI Government Studies.

The Civics and Government Institute provides an educational environment through which students can develop an understanding of their roles as functioning members of the community, state, nation, and the world. For more information, please call the CGI Office at 973-509-6400 or contact the Lead Teachers, Andrea McLaughlin and Tom Manos, through district email.

THE CENTER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

GRADES 10 -12

The Center for Social Justice (The Center) is a three-year English and History interdisciplinary program with a strong emphasis on the impact that social movements have had on the development of history, humanities and the arts. The Center is based upon the Small Learning Community (SLC) model where students build close working relationships with staff and fellow students. Students will actively engage in curriculum that focuses on the theme of social justice and use their knowledge to promote issues of social activism within their own community. Students will receive individualized teacher mentoring. They will develop and implement community service programs and fund-raisers as well as conduct extensive research on social issues. Instructions to improve their study skills and develop their own time-management plans are also included. English and History classes are conducted in a two period block on alternating days. In addition, The Center has a Research, Inquiry and Action Lab that meets one period each day. This lab period is an introduction to understanding issues of social diversity and social justice in the United States. It provides students with a theoretical framework for understanding different forms of oppression and a method to explore how specific forms of oppression affect their own lives. This active participation seminar ends each unit with a direct action plan for students to help address the specific issue of injustice. Students are required to perform 30 hours of community service each year. Students may design their own service projects or take advantage of existing organizations that perform local services. Students will receive a total of 15 credits a year: 5 for English, 5 for History and 5 for Social Justice Lab.   

U. S. HISTORY AND ENGLISH   755

Grade 10 Honors and High Honors

Full Year - 10 Credits 

The 10th grade curriculum provides students with a survey of American History and Literature from pre-colonial America to the present as well as British Literature. The Historical approach will address the impact of social history on the political, geographic and economic dynamics of American History. The Literature component will focus on the short stories, novels, plays, poetry and other literary formats throughout the year. Interdisciplinary planning will take place so that students will see connection between history and literature. 

U. S. HISTORY AND ENGLISH 756
Grade 11 Honors and High Honors

Full Year - 10 Credits 

The 11th grade curriculum examines American History and Literature with an emphasis on the 20th and 21st century. It will investigate the intellectual and political history, as well as the economical, literary, social institutions, and cultural patterns that affected America during the past century. In addition to social science texts, students will be exposed to creative works that influenced society, emphasizing written literature, in order to add insight into the time period or movement being studied. The ultimate goal of the course is for the students to understand the patterns of struggle and change in the United States in the 20th century, and how to deal with them in the future. 

ISSUES OF GLOBALIZATION

Grade 12 Honors and High Honors 

Full Year – 10 Credits 

This 12th grade history elective will be offered to students currently enrolled in The Center for Social Justice. The course will be offered on the Honors and High Honors Level and will be linked with the current Research Inquiry and Action Lab. Period. Students will receive ten credits for their participation in both classes. The course will expose students to a wide diversity of worldwide views and ideologies. It will also examine the critical issues of ethnicity, race, class, gender, nationality, and citizenship as well as important questions of ethics and social justice within a global multicultural context. Students enrolled in Issues of Globalization will obtain conceptual and affective competencies needed to promote community awareness of public policy, international and governmental organizations, as well as transnational corporations. Student participation, community activism and grassroots organizing will be an integral part of the curriculum.
SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE SELECTION OPTIONS
	
	Regular
	Honors
	AP/High Honors
	Electives **

	9TH Grade 
	
	Global Studies*
	
	

	10th Grade
	US History I*
	US History I*

CGI*

Social Justice* 
	US History I*

CGI*

Social Justice*
	African American History 

Women of the World

Macroeconomics 

	11th Grade
	US History II *
	US History II*

CGI*

Social Justice*

Pop Culture in American History*

History of American Foreign Policy*

Social Movements in American History* 

History of American Law and Politics*
	US History II*

CGI*

Social Justice*

Pop Culture in American History*

History of American Foreign Policy*

Social Movements in American History* 

History of American Law and Politics*
	African-American History

Cultural Pluralism

Law I & II

Macroeconomics

Women of the World

Analysis of Monetary Policy

	12th Grade
	
	CGI – Gov’t & Politics 

CSJ 12 – Global Issues 

Pop Culture in American History*

History of American Foreign Policy*

Social Movements in American History* 

History of American Law and Politics*
	CGI – Gov’t & Politics 

CSJ 12- Global Issues – 

Pop Culture in American History*

History of American Foreign Policy*

Social Movements in American History* 

History of American Law and Politics*
	Modern European History AP
World History AP

African-American History

Cultural Pluralism

Law I & II

Macroeconomics 

Women of the World

Analysis of Monetary Policy


* Satisfies Graduation Requirements

**All electives, unless otherwise designated, are offered at the Honors Level

SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
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The Special Education Department offers a variety of options to the classified student. These include Resource Center-Replacement, In-Class Resource, and Self-Contained classes as prescribed by a student’s Individualized Educational Plan (IEP). The IEP is developed collaboratively with the student, parent, general education teacher, special education teacher and Child Study Team. 

Classified students must meet all graduation requirements as outlined in the IEP and by the State of New Jersey, as well as meet credit requirements mandated by the school district.  Thus, the Special Education Department offers those courses required for graduation.  Please refer to core content areas of the planning guide for course descriptions of resource center replacement classes.

The In-Class Resource Program supports the inclusion of classified students with disabilities in general education mainstream classes by offering collaborative and co-teaching models between the classroom-based general education and special education teacher. While the student is expected to meet all the general education course requirements, these settings offer opportunities for supplemental skill development, modified instructional methods or materials like cooperative learning group activities, and performance-based assessment for students with disabilities who may experience academic “gaps” or specific learning difficulties.

Classified students are included in general education classes, to the greatest extent appropriate in meeting individual academic, behavioral, social and emotional needs in order to maximize learning.  The following courses are offered exclusively to classified students through the Special Education department and by recommendation of the Child Study Team only.

READING & STUDY SKILLS – 8824

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12

Full Year - 5 credits

Prerequisite:  Recommendation by the Child Study Team  

This course is designed to evaluate, improve, provide and direct the maintenance and improvement of study skills needed to successfully address mainstream curricular demands.  The curriculum in this course includes units on time management, note-taking, outlining, studying, and taking tests.  Strategies for reading, writing and math are included in additional units of study.  This course also provides individualized student support for successful performance in general education classes. Students will learn strategies that will facilitate their acquisition, storage, and retrieval of information for application in academic subjects and practical applications.

SKILLS FOR LIFE AND WORK 8901SC

Grades- 11, 12

Semester – 2.5 credits
Prerequisite:   Recommendation by the Child Study Team 
This course is designed to prepare students with the prerequisites for the world of work.  It helps students to evaluate their interests as they relate to future career selection.  Self-assessment of the student's skills, attitudes, and abilities as they relate to job choices, is included in class discussions.  Students are introduced to career resource materials and are encouraged to set realistic career goals.  Practical skills such as completing job applications, preparing for job interviews, writing resumes are developed.  Skills required for keeping a job are developed and writing resumes the importance of each is stressed: attitude, attendance, and punctuality, dressing appropriately, getting along with co-workers and being reliable.  Practice is also provided in looking for a job.  Problem solving situations that may occur on the job are presented for solution.

WORK STUDY

Grades- 11, 12

Semester – credit varies
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Skills for Life and Work and recommendation by the Child Study Team 
This course is designed to introduce students to the world of work.  Students are introduced to career resource materials and are encouraged to set realistic career goals. Practical skills such as completing job applications and preparing for job interviews are practiced. Students are required to participate in work sampling within the community. Skills that need to be obtained are importance of attitude, attendance, and punctuality, dressing appropriately, getting along with co-workers and being reliable.

SELF-CONTAINED PROGRAM

The Self-Contained classes are designed to meet the needs of students who require a more structured learning environment with greater individualized attention and support.  Students are generally placed in this setting from three (3) to five (5) periods per day as outlined in their IEPs and may also be placed in mainstreamed general education electives or In-Class Support Program classes.  This program offers specialized courses to meet the individual needs of all students placed in the class.  Core academic courses are offered within this program.
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Students the world over are caught in an immense and potentially confusing hi-tech revolution, one that promises information superhighways on the one hand and astounds them with the reality of magnetically levitated motion on the other. Exciting as this technology explosion is, the department staff members are constantly seeking improved ways to prepare students for the challenges they will face regardless of their chosen career path.

The goal of the department is to guide students toward discovering the excitement and promise of technology while preparing them to competently apply various technologies in their present and future lives.  The curriculum is designed to strengthen the students' skills in team cooperation and decision-making, critical thinking, logical reasoning, troubleshooting, problem-solving, and independent learning.

In addition to developing measurable skills and knowledge in a variety of areas, the curriculum integrates reading, listening, viewing, writing, career exploration and hands-on activities to stimulate greater understanding and retention of material.  Each program reinforces academic skills in mathematics, language arts and science by demonstrating to the student how these skills are necessary to solve real life situations both personal and career-wise.

The general proficiencies that the students will gain are:

1. knowledge, vocabulary, and basic skills specific to each area of technology studied;

2. a general understanding of the principles, terminology, and practical applications of each technology studied;

3. the ability to demonstrate, by means of experiment, measurement, or testing, the basic principles underlying each technological area studied;

4. an appreciation of the future career and educational opportunities each area can offer;

5. hands-on experience with a multitude of learning devices; and

6. an appreciation of artistry.

The New Jersey Core Standards in Career Education have been incorporated in all courses of study.

INTRODUCTION TO MARKETING 031
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12
  Level- Regular/Honors

Semester-2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course covers the field of marketing and the marketing mix.  Students develop an understanding of how marketing strategies are developed and tested prior to adoption.  An emphasis is placed on consumer product design and redesign.  Students study how foreign markets for products are developed along with foreign and domestic regulations.
MARKETING MEDIA PRODUCTION
032
(Pending approval by School Review)

Grades: 9-12             Level: Regular/Honors

Semester: 2.5 credits

This course is designed to complement the Marketing and Advertising courses offered at MHS.  The students will develop and implement a marketing plan.  They will learn to create and produce a variety of marketing materials including an advertising campaign, print media, multimedia presentation and logo designs.  This course satisfies either the Fine Art or Practical Art requirement.

PRINCIPLES OF ADVERTISING 034

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12
  Level- Regular/Honors

Semester-2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course provides students with the understanding of advertising from the viewpoint of social theory.  Students study advertising's political, economic, social and cultural role in modern society.  They examine the social role of advertising in consumer societies and focus on advertising's mediation of the modern consumer/object relationship, the satisfaction of needs, and the effort to instill the desire for a product.  The study of various media will be explored along with research through use of computer technology.
HOW TO SUCCEED IN BUSINESS 033 (Pending approval by School Review)

Grades: 9-12   Level: Regular/Honors

Semester: 2.5 credits

Prerequisite: None

This is an introductory course into the world of business.  Students will learn how businesses function. They will get an idea of how a career search is started including aptitude/interest inventory, career selection and career development.  They will learn about the fundamentals of entrepreneurship and the business world.  Students will be exposed to budget creation and identify future trends for employment.
MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION 060

Grade- 12
Level- Regular

Full Year-15 credits

This program combines advanced study in the retailing and marketing fields with a cooperative work experience.  Students will be required to enroll in class plus seek and gain employment in a related business.  Cooperative work is a paid position in the private sector, which permits students to apply their class work to real life situations.   Students earn five credits for class work and ten credits for working 600 hours during the year.  Students not meeting the work requirement will earn 5 credits for the course.
INFORMATION PROCESSING/FINANCE 058

Grades- 10, 11, 12
Level-Regular/Honors

Full Year-5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course will provide students with hands-on experiences relating to the use and applications of microcomputers and software programs as they relate to the business world.  Instruction will include the following: Microsoft Office – Excel and Access.

MICROSOFT/FINANCE 044

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12
  Level- Regular/Honors

Semester-2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This is a one semester course providing instruction in the principles of personal finance and investing.  Students learn how to design a personal financial plan and strategies to use investment information.  Students learn how to make their money work for them.  They get an understanding of job search and selection strategies, banking and budgeting, insurance, housing options and financing of major purchases.

FOODS AND NUTRITION 300
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12
  Level- Regular

Semester-2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course is designed to give all students a general knowledge of the components of the food we eat, the nutrients for life, the functions of nutrients, interrelationships and the factors, which influence the recommended dietary intake of nutrients.  Students will learn food preparation techniques and skills to plan and prepare nutritious foods in the class.

SOUND REPRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY 330

Grades- 10, 11, 12
Level- Regular

Semester-2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course will provide experiences that will enrich a student's awareness and knowledge of the technology involved in the reproduction of sound.  This course will provide the opportunity for students to design and construct their own speaker system.  Students will use electronic testing devices to evaluate their designs.  Various cabinet finishing techniques will also be covered.

HOME TECHNOLOGY 331

Grades-11, 12 Level:  Regular
Semester -Credit: 2.5

Prerequisite:  None

This course provides students with the understanding, awareness and knowledge of the technology involving home repair.  The student will be exposed to tools and material used in the home construction and repair industry.  The main area of study will be building construction, wiring, plumbing, weatherizing, and general maintenance and repair.  This is not a project oriented class.
INTRODUCTION TO WOOD TECHNOLOGY 367

Grades- 9, 10 11, 12
Level- Regular

Full Year-5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course provides general information and develops skills that will be useful to all students.  Its broad scope helps students uncover interests and aptitudes, and helps them to make better choices and uses of industrial products and services.  Each student is able to try out individual interests and inclinations through project development.  Instruction covers operation of power equipment, fasteners, cabinetwork, finishes and the selection of woods and construction materials.

YOU AND YOUR CAR 315
Grades- 10, 11, 12
Level- Regular

Semester-2.5 credits

This course provides students with the basic knowledge of basic automotive systems.  Students receive instruction on safety inspections and preventative maintenance procedures.  This class would be beneficial for the first time used car buyer.  The material covered in this class includes: routine car care, fluid replacement intervals, and know how to prevent breakdowns. 

POWER TECHNOLOGY 373
Grades- 10, 11, 12
Level- Regular

Semester–2.5 credits

This course introduces the student to modern gas powered engines and equipment.  The course covers the theory and operation of the two and four-cycle, single cylinder engines.  Students will have an opportunity to rebuild four-cycle engines in a lab setting.  Students may service assorted power equipment.

AUTOMOTIVES – ADVANCED WITH LAB 375

Grades- 10, 11, 12
Level- Regular

Full Year-10 credits (Double period)

Prerequisite:  Completion of Power Technology (373), or consent of instructor

This course is designed to prepare students for an entry-level career in the automotive field.  Students will be required to disassemble and repair complex circuits in a realistic shop setting.  The class is a double period that includes lecture, note taking, and reading assignments.  It is designed for the students who have completed a basic automotive course and want a more in depth knowledge of the subject matter.

DIGITAL ELECTRONICS 352

Grades- 10, 11, 12
   Level- High Honors

Half Year–2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  Completion of Algebra II or higher-level math and the consent of the instructor

Digital Electronics is a course of study in both analog and digital circuits.  The course will cover the basic electricity theory and progress from analog to digital circuitry.  Students will study the application of electronic logic circuits and apply this to solve problems. 
Students will use Circuit Maker software to test and analyze simple and complex digital circuitry. Practical hands-on lab, computer lab and theory included in the course.
PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING 353

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12
Level- High Honors

Half Year–2.5 credits

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Engineering Design and current enrollment in college preparatory 

Principles of Engineering is a broad-based survey course designed to help students understand the field of engineering and engineering technology and its career possibilities.  Students will develop engineering problem solving skills that are involved in post-secondary education programs and engineering careers.  

Students will explore various engineering systems and manufacturing processes. The main focus of this course is geared toward mechanical engineering. Practical hands-on lab and project based activities will challenge students.
ROBOTICS 326, 3262, 3263
Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12
Level- High Honors

Robotics I 326


One Semester beginning students

Robotics II 3262

One Semester (following year) 2nd year students

Robotics III 3263

Full Year 3rd year students   


Full Year–5 credits

Prerequisite:  Strong interest in and successful completion of art, technology, math and science courses, and the consent of the instructor (for second and third year).

Under the banner of “Robotics”, this course is intended to attract students who are self-motivated learners, those who can work as team members and also independently, and have an interest in any field that uses technology, engineering principles, and problem solving.  This includes students who have interests in art, journalism, programming, design, manufacturing, as well as math and science.  Montclair’s Robotics Course is designed around a need for students to express their creative abilities through the use of technology, engineering and science on a performance-based level.  We design and build “things”.  Many companies and other organizations have joined together to provide incentives in the form of a national robotics competition called FIRST (For the Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology).  The FIRST foundation sponsors regional and international competitions on a grand scale that helps to spark the interest and excitement normally associated with sporting events.  In addition to FIRST competitions our students also compete for prizes and scholarships in other competitions such as Lucent Technologies “Conqueror of the Hill”, Boston University’s “Engineering Challenge”, West Point’s “Virtual Bridge Design”, Indiana State’s “Rube Goldberg”, and others.

The teacher and student will create a contract for setting course goals and expectations for the particular interests of the student.  The progress of the students will be monitored using an engineering portfolio that chronicles the daily activity of the student.  In addition, students will be expected to complete a project consistent with the goals of their contract, and will also have the opportunity to compete in technology competitions.  

INTRODUCTION TO WELDING/FABRICATION 335

Grades- 11, 12    Level- Regular

Full Year-5 credits
Prerequisite:  Completion of Power Technology (373), Automotives-Advanced (375), or consent of the instructor

This course is designed to introduce the necessary skills needed to start welding and building projects.  The course will cover most of the welding needs for auto mechanics, truck mechanics and basic fabricators.  In addition, this course will benefit students in the robotics and engineering disciplines. 

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING AND ARCHITECTURE - PROJECT LEAD THE WAY

INTRODUCTION TO ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN 350

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12
  Level- Honors

Full Year–5 credits

Prerequisite:  None

This course is the introductory course for students who are interested in architecture.  The coursework covers the following design fields with various projects within each discipline; graphic design, architecture, structural design, automotive design, and product design.  Projects are hands-on and developed from initial pencil sketches to a 3D models built from cardboard and balsa wood.  Projects may include the following: CD Design Covers, Structural Design and Straw Towers, Joker Cards & Box, Mother Goose Nightlight and a House for the Blind Man. Emphasis are placed on sketching, model and/or prototype building.  Architectural History is covered in a slide identification format.  This course may be chosen to meet the graduation requirements for art or technology credit.

INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING AND DESIGN 351

Grades- 9, 10, 11, 12     Level- High Honors

Full year-5 credits

Prerequisite: Some introduction to geometry and an ability to learn independently in a computer guided curriculum.

Introduction to Engineering and Design (IED) is an introductory course that develops student problem solving skills with emphasis on the development of three-dimensional solid models and 3-D animations.  Students will work from sketching simple geometric shapes to applying a solid modeling computer software package.  They will learn a problem solving design process and how it is used in industry to manufacture a product.  The Computer Aided Design system
 (CAD) will also be used to analyze and evaluate the product design.  The techniques learned, and equipment used, is state of the art and is currently being used by engineers throughout the United States.  All instruction is delivered via the computer.  Montclair is one of the schools providing leadership in engineering education and has signed an agreement with the national “Project Lead the Way” organization to use this course title and their award-winning curriculum.  Due to the rigor of the course, there is a potential to earn college credit for the successful completion of the course by taking a test administered by Rochester Institute of technology.
COMPUTER INTEGRATED MANUFACTURING 354

Grades- 10, 11, 12
Level- High Honors

Full Year–5 credits

Prerequisite: Introduction to Engineering Design and enrollment in college preparatory mathematics

This course builds upon the computer solid modeling design skills developed in Introduction to Engineering Design.  Students will be presented with design problems that require the use of Inventor to develop solutions to the problems.  They will evaluate the solutions using mass property analysis (study of the relationship among the design, function and materials used), make appropriate modifications and use prototyping equipment to produce three-dimensional models of the solutions.  Students will be expected to communicate the process and results of their work through oral and written reports.  

ENGINEERING DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT 355

Grades- 11, 12   Level- High Honors  


Full Year–5 credits

Prerequisites:  All previous courses and enrollment in college preparatory mathematics.

In this course, students will work in teams of two to four to design and construct the solution to an engineering problem.  Applying the principles developed in the preceding four courses.  The problem may be selected from a database of engineering problems, be a recognized national challenge or be an original engineering problem identified by the team and approved by the teacher.  The problems will involve a wide range of engineering applications (e.g., a school robot-mascot, automated solar water heater, remote control hovercraft).  Students will maintain a journal as part of a portfolio of their work. Each team will be responsible for delivering progress reports and making final presentations of their project for an outside review panel.  The completed portfolio will be invaluable as students apply to college.  
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN I 356
Grades 10-12
Level: Honors

Full Year-5 credits

Prerequisite:  Design Foundations or consent of instructor 

The course focuses on architectural design at a residential and commercial level.  Three-dimensional projects are chosen that further a student’s understanding of the role of architecture in forming the urban fabric and the importance of social context in design.  The process of design is emphasized throughout.  Architectural History is covered in a slide identification format.  Projects may include Foster Care Housing, Duplex Housing for an Extended Family, Additions, and Remodels to Colonial Houses and a Seed Pod Lamp.  All projects involve sketching, drafting and model building.
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN II 357

Grades 10-12
Level:  High Honors

Full Year-5 credits 

Prerequisite Architectural Design I 

The course focuses on architectural design at a residential and commercial level.  Three-dimensional projects are chosen that further a student’s understanding of the process of design and emphasis is placed on the ability to reflect on a design program, analyze conflicting design requirements, and develop a sustainable solution.  PLTW Curriculum is implemented throughout this course.  Projects may include House for a Poet, Island House, Buddha Restaurant, Heninburg Field, Commercial/ Institutional Development.  

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN AND CIVIL ENGINEERING (ARCHITECTURE III) 358

Grade- 12
Level-High Honors

Full Year–5 credits

Prerequisite Architectural Design I & II
The course is recommended for students who are interested in pursuing studies in the design fields of architecture, engineering and product design.  Course work focuses primarily on architectural studies with a structural and civil engineering component in addition to the social and historic aspects of architectural design.  The ability to cross disciplines and apply ideas from the various fields of journalism, philosophy, mythology, science and math will be required.  PLTW Curriculum is implemented throughout this course.  Projects may include Shotgun House, Adaptive Re-use, Commercial Development Project, and Non-denominational Chapel for the United Nations, Mechanical Toy Design.

ENGINEERING GRAPHICS 360

Grades- 11, 12    Level- Honors 


Full Year-5 credits

This course integrates graphic communications with other essential design-related topics.  Areas covered are computer-assisted design and mechanical, architectural, electronic and non-traditional designs.  The course will benefit those students who wish to continue their studies in engineering, scientific or design areas.

[image: image17.wmf]LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
The Montclair High School Library Media Center is fully integrated into the school’s curriculum and is central to the learning process.  It is a critical element in the student’s intellectual development, establishing the foundations for life-long learning as well as empowering students to be active participants in an information rich society. 

The Montclair High School Library Media Center offers a diverse collection for students and staff.  The print collection includes over 30,000 volumes, including an extensive and up-to-date reference area, 53 periodicals (hard copies kept for 6 years), three daily newspapers and three weekly newspapers (including one French language and one Spanish language newspaper). In addition, we house an extensive professional collection for staff and parents.  Our catalog is computerized and on-line with the Montclair CAT System and is available on all computers on the network as well as through the MHS webpage for searching the MHS collection as well as the collections of all the public schools and public library.
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Our students and staff have access to 14 computers that may be used to search the Internet and for word processing. When retrieving information for research projects from the World Wide Web it is important to remember it is not regulated for quality or accuracy, so unlike using traditional print resources in the library and subscription databases, it is particularly important for the individual internet user to evaluate the resource or information. Web resources rarely have editors or fact checkers and anyone can publish anything on the Web.  

Our teachers have access to Turnitin.com to verify if students are electronically plagiarizing in their research. 

To provide highly recommended and evaluated web resources, Montclair High School Library Media Center pays a site license fee for the following list of databases that students and staff can access through the Internet. These databases have been evaluated and selected so that students and staff can be assured the information is accurate, useful and comes with authority. They are available on any computer at Montclair High School that is connected to the Montclair Board of Education Wide Area Network and remotely through the MHS Library website 24/7. The information is full-text and printable. The databases can be searched by keyword, subject, Boolean search, and sorted by relevancy or date. 

· SIRS Knowledge Source

· EBESCO ultra  (includes Magazines, Academic Journals and Newspapers)

· Encyclopedia Britannica On-Line

· Historical New York Times

· Oxford English Dictionary

· JSTOR (Scholarly Journals)

· Wilson Web

· Art Museum Image Gallery

· Current Biography Illustrated

· Reader’s Guide Full Text

· Book Review Digest

· Current Issues

· Gale Resource Center

· Biography Resource Center:  African Americans

· Contemporary Literary Criticism Select

· Gale Virtual Library (Over 350 reference sources electronically)

· Student Resource Center- Silver

· Informe (Hispanic Magazines)

· Custom Newspapers

· Litfinder for Schools

· Global Issues in Context

Books have a four-week loan period and periodicals may be borrowed overnight.  A copier is available at $.10 per page for non-circulating reference materials.  Overdue fines are $.10 per day with a maximum of $5.00 per book.  Students are welcome at all times with a pass and may use the Library Media Center during lunch, before and after school without a pass.  Hours are 7:30 am to 4:00 pm Tuesday – Friday and 7:30 am – 2:45 pm on Monday.

Ninth grade students complete a 4-day orientation in the Library Media Center with their English teachers.  While working through a series of twelve workstations, students are provided a “hands-on” experience researching a variety of print and non-print resources including all databases listed above.  Students are also offered additional opportunities that highlight the special resources used for researching assignments through the Social Studies department as well as advanced library resources for Literature Research.
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APPENDIX A – Graduation Requirements for Fine, Practical or Performing Arts.
	Fine Arts or Performing Arts
	Course Number
	Page #

	3-D Design
	011
	30

	Acting
	528/5285
	33

	Architecture Courses*
	350-360
	124

	Art Foundations
	012
	27

	Art History AP
	014
	32

	Art I, II, III
	008-010
	28

	Band
	500
	35

	Ceramics, Adv. Ceramics
	005, 006
	32

	Chorus
	505/506
	36

	Dance Course Offerings
	530-537
	34

	Design Foundations*
	350
	124

	Digital & Design Imaging*
	007
	29

	Drawing & Composition
	013
	30

	Fiber and Textile Design
	020
	32

	Honor Choir
	502
	36

	Madrigal Choir
	503
	36

	Music Appreciation
	508
	35

	Music Theory*
	507
	37

	Orchestra
	520
	36

	Technical Theatre
	523
	33

	Web Design, Adv. Web Design*
	002, 003
	29


*
These also may satisfy the Computer/Technology Requirement
	Practical Arts*
	Course Number
	Page #

	AFJROTC I, II, II, IV Leadership
	
	25

	Food & Nutrition
	300
	120

	How to Succeed in Business
	033 (pending approval)
	119

	Intro to Welding Fabrication
	335
	123

	Introduction to Marketing
	031
	118

	Marketing & Distribution I & II
	059/060
	119

	Marketing Media Production
	032 (pending approval)
	29

	Power Technology
	373
	121

	Principles of Advertising
	034
	119

	Reading and Study Skills
	8824
	116

	Sound Reproduction Technology
	330
	120

	Intro to Wood Technology
	367
	121

	You and Your Car
	315
	121


*
Any Course listed in Appendix B will also satisfy this requirement.  A student may not use one course to satisfy two requirements.

APPENDIX B – Graduation Requirements in the Area of Computer/Technology

	Course Name
	Course Number
	Page #

	AFJROTC III, IV Leadership
	
	25

	Analysis of Monetary Policy
	728
	111

	AP Economics
	725AP
	109

	AVID 9, 10, 11, 12
	AVID
	21

	Computer Science Courses
	405-408
	80

	Government Studies (CGI)
	7640, 7641, 7642
	18

	Information Processing/Finance
	058
	120

	Intermediate Computer Science
	404
	79

	Intro to Computer Science
	400
	79

	Macro Economics
	727
	111

	Microsoft/Finance
	044
	120

	Reading & Study Skills
	8824
	116

	Robotics
	326, 3262, 3263
	123

	School of Engineering & Architecture 
	350 – 360
	124

	Social Justice Lab
	SJ Lab
	19


APPENDIX C – New Jersey High School Graduation Requirements
	STUDENTS YEAR OF ENTRY: GRADE 9 
	Sept. 2007
	Sept. 2008
	Sept. 2009
	Sept. 2010
	Sept. 2011
	Sept. 2012

	Language Arts Literacy 
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20

	Math 
	15
	15
	15
	15
	15
	15

	Science 
	15
	15
	15
	15
	15
	15

	Social Studies (Including 2 courses in US History per N.J.S.A. 18A:35) 
	15
	15
	15
	15
	15
	15

	Health and PE 
	3.75 per year
	3.75 per year
	3.75 per year
	3.75 per year
	3.75 per year
	3.75 per year

	Visual and Performing Arts 
(Art, Music, Theater, Dance)
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5

	Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills (Practical Arts)
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5

	World Languages 
	5 or testing
	5 or testing
	5 or testing
	5 or testing
	5 or testing
	5 or testing

	Total Credits
	119
	119
	120
	120
	120
	120


APPENDIX D – New Jersey High School Graduation Requirements
	NJ PHASE-IN OF GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS AND ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE

	Year
	Graduation Requirements
	Required Assessments

	2008-2009 (Phase I)

Graduating class of 2012, in grade 9 in 2008-09 school year and those who are currently in 8th grade.
	Language Arts Literacy – 4 years on grade level

Mathematics – 3 years including content equivalent to Algebra I and two other years of rigorous math

Science – 3 years including content equivalent to Biology

All other areas – as currently required
	Language Arts Proficiency Assessment

Algebra I End of Course Assessment

Biology End of Course Assessment

	2010-2011 (Phase II)

Graduating class of 2014, in grade 9 who are currently in 6th grade.
	Language Arts Literacy – 4 years on grade level

Mathematics – 3 years including content equivalent to Algebra I, Geometry and one other rigorous math such as Algebra II, Statistics/Probability, Trigonometry or an equivalent integrated math course

Science – 3 years including content equivalent to Lab Biology and Lab Chemistry and other inquiry based lab technical science such as Physics, engineering or Environmental Science

Social Studies – 3.5 years including civics, US history, geography and .5 years of economics

All other areas – as currently required
	All Phase I Requirements

Geometry End of Course Assessment

Chemistry End of Course Assessment

	2012-2013 (Phase III)

Graduating class of 2016, in grade 9 who are currently in 4th grade.
	Language Arts Literacy – 4 years on grade level

Mathematics – 3 years including content equivalent to Algebra I, Geometry I and Algebra II

Science – 3 years including content equivalent to Lab Biology and Lab Chemistry and other inquiry based lab technical science such as Physics, engineering or Environmental Science

Social Studies – 3.5 years including civics, US history, geography and .5 years of economics

All other areas – as currently required
	All Phase II Requirements

Algebra II End of Course Assessment


6A:8-5.1 Graduation requirements

(District boards of education shall develop, adopt, and implement local graduation requirements, for a State-endorsed diploma, that prepare students for success in post-secondary degree programs, careers, and civic life in the 21st century according to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1(c)2 and that include the following: 

1. Participation in a local program of study of not fewer than 120 credits in courses designed to meet all of the Core Curriculum Content Standards, including, but not limited to, the following credits: 
2. At least 20 credits in language arts literacy, aligned to grade nine through 12 standards, effective with the 2009-2010 grade nine class; 

3. At least 15 credits in mathematics, including algebra I or the content equivalent (“content equivalent” is defined at N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.3) effective with the 2008-2009 grade nine class, including geometry or the content equivalent effective with the 2010-2011 grade nine class, and including a third year of mathematics that builds on the concepts and skills of algebra and geometry and that prepares students for college and 21st century careers effective with the 2012-2013 grade nine class; 

4. At least 15 credits in science, including at least five credits in laboratory biology/life science or the content equivalent effective with the 2008-2009 grade nine class, including one additional laboratory/inquiry-based science course which shall include chemistry, environmental science, or physics effective with 2010-2011 grade nine class, and including one additional laboratory/inquiry-based science course effective with 2012-2013 grade nine class; 
5. At least 15 credits in social studies, including satisfaction of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-1 and 2; five credits in world history; and the integration of civics, economics, geography and global content in all course offerings; 
6. At least 2.5 credits in financial, economic, business, and entrepreneurial literacy, effective with 2010-2011 grade nine class; 
7. At least 3 ¾ credits in health, safety, and physical education during each year of enrollment, distributed as 150 minutes per week, as required by N.J.S.A. 18A:35-5, 7 and 8; 
8. At least five credits in visual and performing arts; 
9. At least five credits in world languages or student demonstration of proficiency; 
10. Technological literacy, consistent with the Core Curriculum Content Standards, integrated throughout the curriculum;  
11. At least five credits in 21st century life and careers, or career-technical education
APPENDIX E -- Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. & 1232g; 34 CRF Part 99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records.  The law applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education.

FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children’s education records.  These rights transfer to the student when he or she reaches the age of 18 or attends a school beyond the high school level.  Students to whom the rights have transferred are “eligible students.”

Parents or eligible students have the right to inspect and review the student’s education records maintained by the school.  Schools are not required to provide copies of records unless, for reasons such as great distance, it is impossible for parents or eligible students to review the records.  Schools may charge a fee for copies.

Parents or eligible students have the right to request that school correct records, which they believe to be inaccurate or misleading.  If the school decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible student then has the right to a formal hearing.  After the hearing, if the school still decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible student has the right to place a statement with the record setting forth his or her view about the contested information.

Generally, schools must have written permission from the parent or eligible student in order to release any information from a student’s education record.  However, FERPA allows schools to disclose those records, without consent, to the following parties or under the following conditions (34 CFR & 99.31):

· School officials with legitimate educational interest;

· Other schools to which a student is transferring;

· Specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes;

· Appropriate parties in connection with financial aid to a student;

· Organizations conducting certain studies for or on behalf of the school;

· Accrediting organizations

· To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena;

· Appropriate officials in cases of health and safety emergencies; and

· State and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system, pursuant to specific State law.

Schools may disclose, without consent, “directory” information such as a student’s name, address, telephone number, date and place of birth, honors and awards, and dates of attendance.  However, schools must tell parents and eligible students about directory information and allow parents and eligible students a reasonable amount of time to request that the school not disclose directory information about them.  Schools must notify parents and eligible students annually of their rights under FERPA.  The actual means of notification (special letter, inclusion in a PTA bulletin, student handbook, or newspaper article) is left to the discretion of each school.

For additional information or technical assistance, you may call (202) 260-3887 (voice).  Individuals who use TDD may call the Federal Information Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  On the other hand, you may contact us at the following address:  Family Policy Compliance Office

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20202-4605
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