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MINUTES 
Nishuane School  
April 4, 2019 
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
School Action Team Meeting 
 
Goals: 

● Nourishing Minds with High Expectations and Achievement for All 
● Nurturing Hearts with Effective Communication, Engagement and Involvement of Students and Families 

 
Nishuane School… Nurturing Minds while Nourishing Hearts 
 

 
I. Welcome: Mr. Robert Hastings and Ms. Gina Fortt 
 
II. Updates from our Sub-Committees: 

A.) Community Resource Committee: Mr. Robert Hastings 
- The goal is to get a list of resources to teachers by the start of next school year.  Mr. Hastings 

shares a list of organizations.  Mr. Hastings spoke personally with / met personally with many of 
the people / organizations on this list.  The document he shared will be a living document that we 
can continue to add to.  All organizations on this list are no cost / free / volunteer.  

- Committee members made suggestions to reach out to different organizations / people 
B.) Parent-Palooza Committee: Ms. Gina Fortt 

- There is one scheduled for June 5 at 6:30pm (date open to some discussion as there is a title 1 
conference call on this day).  The theme will be the summer slide.  The committee is looking for 
presenters.  Last year, people showed writing prompts, math games, etc. 

- Gina Fortt is looking for someone to shadow her for this Palooza because she will not be at 
Nishuane next year.   

- Dr. McLaughlin suggests doing a whole-group presentation first and then break out sessions 
instead of just small sessions ; maybe stations in the gymnasium. 
C.) Cultural Infusion Committee: Ms. Nilaja Mussa 

- New initiative: cultural book loan - funded by a grant from the MFEE; families have an opportunity 
to write responses to culturally relevant books; currently only first grade families are participating 
in this initiative.   

- Suggestion to make the results of this MFEE grant very visible to the community. 
- Mrs. Mussa needs help distributing books on Fridays, etc.   
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D.) Health and Wellness Committee: Mr. Justin Taylor 
- It was well attended.  Mr. Eder ran a station.  There was a cross-fit event, a karate event, tai chi 

event, a yoga event, etc.  There were different fruits and vegetables to try.   
- Leftover food was donated to Toni’s Kitchen 
- Discussion that it was nice to have the event on a weekend as opposed to a weekday. 
- Discussion of whether or not a survey about the event would be beneficial.   
- Discussion about working on increasing the visibility of the event.   

E.) Pennies for Pages Committee: Mr. Dan O’Connor 
- We completed the Book Swap. Students went home with many "new" books. The leftover books 

are being donated to Bellevue Avenue Branch of the Montclair Public Library. 
- We had our Author Visit from Ariel Bernstein on 4/2. 1st/2nd Graders listened to a chapter book 

and created a story book character- Sprinkles the Unicorn. Kindergarteners listened to a picture 
book and created a story book character- Underpants the Underwear. Families ordered about 300 
books. Books will be sent home around next work. 

- A read-in will be on 4/18. Classes will buddy up together and hear books on Autism to coincide 
with UDAC's goals. 
F.) Understanding Different Abilities Committee: Mr. Dan O’Connor 

- Ms. Wentzell will be sharing the resources created by the committee to the staff google drive next 
week. A family letter and a resource "How to be a Good Friend to your Friend with a Disability" 
will be sent home to families next week.  

- Ms. Wentzell is working with Ms. Arnold to order books through her grant on different abilities.   
 

III. Good of the Order 
- Discussion of sending out blurbs for recruiting participants to different subcommittees 
- Patty Abad shares about MFEE grant for stereoscopes / science.  The scopes are in the school.  

How can we let teachers know they are here and how to use them?  → we can put in the bulletin 
that they are here. 

 
IV. Continue work in sub-committees 
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